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ABSTRACT 


THE EFFICACY OF HEALING ROOMS AS A TOOL 
FOR RENEWAL IN THE HEART, MIND, 
BODY, AND MORAL AGENCY 


by 
Laurie Ruth Williams 
United Theological Seminary, 2021 


Mentor 


Bob Sawvelle, DMin 


A qualitative project was conducted at Kzoo Prayer Center at Pathfinder Church in 
Portage Michigan. Many Christians lack the transformation to a Christ formed man and 
are remaining as their pre-Christian self. If a person will participate in the Kzoo Prayer 
Center Healing Rooms of West Michigan as a prayer minister, prayee, or training 
attendee then they will experience spiritual transformation through a changed heart, 
mind, body, and moral agency. The project examined the efficacy of the Kzoo Prayer 
Center as a tool for renewal. The instruments used to conduct the research were pre- and 


post-surveys, case studies, and interviews. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This research study was conducted to validate the life transformation and renewal 
the New Covenant affords Christians through one path of renewal, the Kzoo Prayer 
Center the Healing Rooms of West Michigan. A basic flushing out of the problem to 
which this study seeks to bring answers, encouragement, and overcoming power to the 
targeted population of the Christian world. The problem at the center of the study is the 
lack of growth in the body of Christ. The ignorance stems from how to live a Christian 
life abundantly and how to grow and transform as mandated in the Bible, from glory to 
glory. Many believers suffer with the problem they had before becoming a Christian. 
They, as well as new believers, live far below their rights as a citizen of the new kingdom 
of God as described in the New Testament. The Bible states in Hosea 4:6, “My people 
perish for lack of knowledge.” This describes the lack of wisdom a Christian has without 
reading the scriptures and the life-transforming power of the word and prayer absence in 
their lives. 

We know there are many in the body of Christ who remain in unhealthy spiritual 
relationships with things and people. They do not experience living and growing as a new 
Christ modeled person because the word and prayer are not elevated and spiritual 
gleaning for transformation from the word and Spirit is not going on. What we do know 


is the biblical information is out there through the Bible, ministry, books, YouTube, and 
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other sources. That information has had a tremendous effect on the growth and power of 
the Church. 

The central problem of the study is Christians are not experiencing growth and 
maturity to deepened Christ-like character. In order to correct to a degree, the problem 
one solution to the multifaceted question is the international interdenominational para- 
church organization known as the International Association of the Healing Rooms. The 
chapter of the International Associations of the Healing Rooms this research is designed 
to evaluate is the Kzoo Prayer Center. The following hypothesis to guide and test the 
research is if a person will participate in the Kzoo Prayer Center Healing Rooms of West 
Michigan as a prayer ministry, prayee, or training attendee then he or she will experience 
spiritual transformation which is visible through a changed heart, mind, body, and moral 
agency. The Kzoo Prayer Center program consists of private healing prayer ministry 
sessions, prayer ministry team opportunities and two eight-hour teaching session. The 
project is meant to examine the efficacy of the Kzoo Prayer Center Healing Rooms as a 
tool for renewal. 

This project has been designed with a thorough investigation of those elements 
creating the power in the transformational aspects of the Healing Rooms. The elements 
are Bible study (teaching) and prayer which are also called the “agents for change.” It is 
given this term because they are the elements through which the power of the Holy Spirit 
flows. They are the only powerful elements in the transformation or renewal. Nothing 
any man does who is the member of the Healing Room team is powerful or can change 


anyone. 
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The foundation of the research was followed through with the themes of the Bible 


and prayer as the subject of the investigative work in transformation and renewal found in 
the biblical, historical, theological, and interdisciplinary foundational chapters. This body 
of work is created as a foundation for the proper interpretation of the Bible and prayer in 
relation to conducted research and interpreted data in the research study focus of the 
efficacy of Kzoo Prayer Center program. The synergy chapter gave the roots of the 
project from my spiritual journey with God and the current context. The roots of this 
project were two-fold one being my own mental illness and healing, and the other my 
personal experience with the Healing Rooms in a time of trouble (Father’s Cancer). I saw 
the power of change in my own life through the Healing Rooms. The current context of 
Kzoo Prayer Center is the site of much of my own personal growth in ministry and the 
heart, mind, and moral agency. So, having experienced the power of renewal through 
Kzoo Prayer Center, it became important to document the efficacy of the healing rooms. 

The project will analyze participants’ response to intervention (Kzoo Prayer 
Center programs) in the three areas provided by the biblical foundations chapter. These 
three areas are based on Jeremiah 31:31-34 and include mind, moral character (moral 
agency), and heart. These three areas create a man in Christ. 

The first area to be analyze is the transformation in the mind of ideas received and 
affecting the thought process, opinions, analytical skills, and the process of 
accomplishing tasks. Christian ideas should be transforming the way we think and the big 
picture of life through the study of the word. Personal testimonies about ideology changes 
(for example: change in political parties, new associations with right to life) has been 


analyzed. 


The next area described is man’s moral agency (moral character/inner man). 
Further, as examined in that chapter, the New Covenant has a higher law and as such, 
behavior of those in the study needs to be observed. The personal transformation of a 
Christian to higher moral agent with time spent in the word (teaching) and praying the 
word as building a higher standard of righteousness is an area that has been tracked in 
study. Before and after surveys have been reviewed of people who have been morally 
transformed and now live in a standard of righteousness, which they were unable to 
sustain before. 

The third area explored in Jeremiah 31:31-34 is the heart or emotions. The 
transforming power of the word is important to the often selfish, greedy, and self- 
centered nature of man. However, the word has transforming power of changing the heart 
to a tender caring vessel, as well as loving others more than ourselves. These can be 
measured in giving and charitable acts that people become involved in after encountering 
the word and prayer. The word tenderizes the heart to both God and man. 

The historical foundation chapter is crafted to be a view of a scientific lab lens to 
the historical transformation period of the Reformation. It is based on four leaders of the 
times which are John Wycliff, Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus, Martin Luther, and the 
Anabaptists movement. These men changed the climate of the spiritual world through the 
common denominator in all their lives of personal time with the Lord and the study of 
scripture in the original languages. The Bible itself in the original language spoke to 
those leaders and others independently bringing conviction of the truth of God which 
brought forth new doctrines and denomination. So, the chapter testifies to the power of 


the word and prayer to transform and bring renewal. 
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In the theological foundation chapter, the view of the chapter is to explain from a 
theological perspective the power resident within the word of God, and the words place 
in transformation and renewal. The doctrines studied in the theological foundation 
chapter are the Doctrine of the Inspiration of Scripture and Logos Theology. The 
Inspiration of Scripture explains the relation of the Bible as a special revelation (as 
opposed to general revelation or creation) designed and authored by our Creator, to reveal 
himself. This divinely creative special revelation status is declared in many places within 
the Bible. It alone is a book of revelation and renewal. The Bible states in 2 Tim 3:16 that 
the Bible’s purpose is to teach, reproof, correct, and train in righteousness. This is the 
active part of the word in the depth of man to bring transformation and renewal. 

The Logos Theology explains the power even greater in the theology 
interpretation of the word of God as the incarnate person of Jesus Christ. The Bible 
testifies to the evidence of this in both John 1:14 and 1 John 1:1-3. The importance of 
Logos Theology is that Jesus is both organizing principle of the universe and the word of 
God which creates in men an image bearer to the image of Christ. As we look into the 
word man’s minds, moral agency (inner man), and heart is transformed and renewed. 

The interdisciplinary foundation chapter yielded research in the area of 
communication. The prior chapters of the biblical, historical, and theological foundation 
chapters all reveal the power of the communication of God with man through the Bible 
and prayer and the transformer or renewal that occurs from communication. It changes 
man into an image bearer of Christ, and a true son of God. The basic theory within 
communication theory reviewed in this chapter is interpersonal communication theory. 


This theory is the sender (God), a message (the Bible) and a receiver (the Believer). 
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Along with the revelational aspects of communication this field of study brought 
out many different aspects of communication that are used in the prayer rooms and 
trainings. It brought both definitions and understanding of such area in communications 
as language, hearing, and nonverbal communication. It was also used to structure 
surveys, observation sheets, and interviews. It also gave a working vocabulary to the 
details of the prayer rooms and training that contextual associates, prayer team members, 
participant, and attendee could follow. 

The project itself is built and designed with the foundation chapter’s research 
guiding the implementation of the project, and data analysis. The project was conducted 
at the Kzoo Prayer Center an affiliate of the International Associations of the Healing 
Rooms. Throughout this study, Kzoo Prayer Center and the term Healing Rooms refers to 
the same group of people from the Portage (MI) affiliate. When the International 
Movement is referred to, it is always called the International Association of the Healing 
Rooms. The Kzoo Prayer Center is an intervention to bring renewal and a deeper Christ- 
like character from the lack of growth. The project investigated for efficacy the Kzoo 
Prayer Center programs to establish its ability to act as an antidote to weak Christianity. 
All of the programs working throughout the Covid season (four out of five) were 
evaluated by this project. There were Monday Night Prayer, Healing Prayer Training, 
Releasing Freedom Training, and Team Membership opportunities. Again, the agents for 
change in these programs are the Bible and prayer. So, throughout the foundations 
chapters and the project, they are the basic building blocks that bring renewal to 


Christians and the body of Christ. 


CHAPTER ONE 


MINISTRY FOCUS 


We as born-again, spirit-filled believers are the beings most entrusted with 
interests, talents, gifts, purposes, destinies, and calls. We are citizens of another kingdom. 
This kingdom operates on the perception that the king will use everything in our lives to 
bring total, ever-lasting good in our lives, hearts, minds, and inner selves. “All things will 
work to good for those who are called according to His purpose” (Rom. 8:28). This 
chapter is an analysis of my God-given ministry, interests, and skills and how they are 
interrelated with the contextual analysis of the ministry to be researched. 

This chapter will also be used to bring together my gifts, skills, and qualities and 
the needs of the context to be researched for the Doctor of Ministry project. The research 
project for the Doctor of Ministry program is based on the teaching and prayer ministry 
of the Kazoo Prayer Center team. This ministry and its anointing to bring transformation 
are researched in their total long-term impact on lives. To determine how they transform 
lives, a system of teaching weekends and special prayer sessions for individuals have 
been developed. Testing and observing methods are being produced for understanding the 


impact they have on the lives of those they touch. 


Context 

The ministry context on which this paper will focus is the ministry of Kzoo Prayer 
Center the Healing Rooms of West Michigan. The ministry was housed by Pathfinder 
United Methodist Church. Kzoo Prayer Center itself is an affiliate of the International 
Association of Healing Rooms. This is a parachurch organization which draws upon an 
interdenominational prayer team to pray at the scheduled time in private sessions for 
individual healings. This ministry model is based on a model of ministry to the sick 
started in the 1890s. Although a modern version of a foundational move it is a current 


move to release the gifts and power of the Holy Spirit in this generation. 


History of the Contextual City and the Healing Rooms 

The area in which the current ministry takes place is Portage, Michigan. A 
thorough treatment of the ministry context of the Healing Rooms requires a brief retelling 
of the history of the area and a current look at the community today. Originally, this area 
was settled by Indians of the Potawatomi tribe. The area grew into a pioneer settlement in 
the 1830s.' From this point, Portage began to grow into a city. Kalamazoo County 
became a community of farming families in the celery industry. This period was from the 
turn of the century through the Great Depression in the 1930s, even up until the 1950s. It 
was in the 1960s that Portage became the city it is today, with the coming of the Upjohn 


Company in 1945 and the Portage area skyrocketing into suburban flats. The Upjohn 


' Larry B. Massie, This Place Called Portage: Its Past and Present (Allegan Forest, MI: The 
Priscilla Press, 2006), 29-49. 


Company was a pharmaceutical giant who brought many sophisticated employees from 
all over the country to Portage.” 

The spiritual community of Portage during the early years was based solely on 
two churches: Portage United Methodist (Pathfinder) and the First Reformed Church of 
Portage. These churches were strong in the community, and special, community-wide, 
secular, and spiritual events took place there. With the growth into a sophisticated society 
by the 1960s, many new churches were started. Now, there are forty-three large, 


established churches in the area. 


The Historical Context 

The movement of the Healing Rooms was started in the 1890s by John Alexander 
Dowey. John Alexander Dowey was born on May 25, 1847, in Edinburgh, Scotland. By 
twenty-one, he made a committed and strong decision to follow God’s call on his life. He 
eventually enrolled in Edinburgh University and majored in Theology and Political 
Science. Dowey became Honorary Chaplin of the Edinburgh Infirmary. It is here he 
became aware of how the medical field of the time was truly not helpful. They had many 
primitive methods in the medical field of the time. It was later during a plague in Newton, 
Australia, that Dowey's healing ministry began as he prayed for his congregation; and 
they were healed. As he grew in the knowledge and power of healing prayer, the whole 


congregation became healthy.? 


? Carol Arnett and Bonnie Williams, interview by author, Portage, MI, April 6, 2019. 


3 Roberts Lairdon, God’s General: Why They Succeeded and Why Some Failed (Tulsa, OK: 
Albury Publishing, 1996), 21-42. 
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Later, Dowey moved to Chicago, Illinois in the United States. It is here, outside 
the gates of the World's Fair, that he built Zion Tabernacle and had services day and 
night. It is at this place that Dowey opened several large rooming houses which he named 
“Healing Homes.” These homes took in the sick so they could have a place to stay 
between services at Zion Tabernacle. While there, they received constant ministry from 
the Word until they could receive their healing through faith.* 

By the turn of the century, Dowey had begun construction work on a small 
Christian city called Zion, just north of Chicago on Lake Michigan, according to an 
unpublished work by Darms Aton. One of the residents of Zion in 1901 was John G. 
Lake, who studied healing under Dowey. Lake would be Dowey's building manager full- 
time during the daytime hours. At night he would preach the Word and study as he could. 
As time went on, Lake left Zion in 1904 because of the financial problems of Dowey and 
Zion. He moved to Chicago and was a secular business success. He became a top 
business consultant to top business executives.> 

After receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit, he entered the full-time ministry. 
By April of 1908, Lake and family and a group of fellow ministers left for Africa. Lake 
returned to America to stay in 1912. A former college gave Lake a free rail pass for 
himself and his family in the summer of 1914. So, Lake and his family went to Spokane, 
Washington. This is where he started the Healing Rooms of Spokane in an old office 
building. “It is estimated that some one hundred thousand healings occurred in those 


rooms. The newspapers in a Better Business Bureau investigated and published reports of 


4 Lairdon, God’s General, 21-42. 


5 Lairdon, God’s General, 169-191. 
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healing. According to government statistics between the years of 1915 and 1920, 
Spokane, Washington became the healthiest city in the world because of the ministry of 
John G. Lake. The Mayor of Spokane held a public commemoration to honor his 
efforts.” 

It is this very Healing Rooms location that is the model for the recent Healing 
Room movement all over the world. The current movement is reestablishing the past 
wells of revival of the Healing Rooms. The central person in this movement is Cal Pierce. 
At the beginning of the story, he was at the Redding, California church known as Bethel 
Church. One night he was instructed by God to move to Spokane and start the Healing 
Rooms. So, Cal Pierce and his wife went into retirement and moved to Spokane. They 
slowly assembled an interdenominational prayer team who spent several weeks in prayer. 
A building was rented; and the team began to operate as a healing team, opening their 
door to the sick and oppressed. Today, there are Healing Rooms all over the world.’ 

I came to the knowledge of the International Healing Rooms during a personal 
time of trouble. My father Harvey Williams contracted colon cancer. He was at a deep 
stage when we were instructed by God to go to the Cancer Treatment Centers of America 
in Zion, Illinois. The Cancer Center was incredible; while we were there, we became 
involved in the church that met in Dowey’s stables. The church and the Healing Rooms 
were run by Benny and Hope Ramos. They had become involved in the Healing Rooms 


by helping to dig the wells of revival in Zion. The Healing Rooms of Zion ministered 


© Lairdon, God’s General, 185-189. 


7 Cal Pierce, Preparing the Way (Hagerstown, MD: McDongal Publishing, 2012), 139-142. 
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often to me and my family during these difficult times and brought great spiritual revival 


to many family members. 


Geographic Description 

The context location in which this ministry project took place is Portage, 
Michigan. The state of Michigan is the state shaped as a mitten and surrounded by four of 
the five Great Lakes. The lakes are Superior, Michigan, Huron, and Erie. The city of 
Portage is in southwestern Michigan. Portage is a suburb situated in the southern end of 
Kalamazoo County. Kalamazoo County is both an intellectual as well as cultural center. 
It is the home of the intellectually strong Western Michigan University and the 
academically renowned Kalamazoo College. Culture abounds in Kalamazoo and plays a 
role as a central gathering place of people and in stimulating minds. The artistic world 
includes art, theatre, music, dance, ethnic food, and festivals. Further, the 2012 
population estimate of Kalamazoo is 254,580, making it the ninth largest county in the 
state. The land area is 576 square miles (368,620 acres). Kalamazoo County has fifteen 
townships, four cities, and five villages.® The city in Kalamazoo County which is the 
contextual center of the Kzoo Prayer Center operations is Portage. It is thirty-five square 
miles in size and has 49,029 citizens. Portage is considered the most valuable industrial, 
commercial, and residential property in southwestern Michigan. It has the best school and 


parks systems in Kalamazoo County.” 


8 Lee Adams, Lotta Jarnefelt, and Jason Enos, Kalamazoo County Planners Profile (Kalamazoo, 
MI: Kalamazoo County Department of Planning and Community Development, 2014). 


° Victoria Georgeau, City of Portage Community Profile (Portage, MI: City of Portage Fiscal 
Year, 2019-2020). 
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The building which housed the Healing Rooms is nestled in an older, middle-class 


plat off a main road in the community of Portage, Michigan. The main building has seen 
several major renovations, the latest of which has redressed the foyer and narthex right 
outside the sanctuary in dark wood paneling and gray carpet and walls. This area is the 
waiting room space of the Healing Rooms. The sanctuary has a large stained-glass 
window and many pews. It holds 600 to 1,000 people. The sanctuary is where the prayer 
team gathers and uses as a base for Monday Night Prayer. There are four rooms used for 
the Monday Night Prayer: the head pastor's office, his assistant’s office, the Kzoo Prayer 
Center director's office, and a room used by daycare children during the day. The offices 
of the head pastor and his assistant are in the main office area. They are both nicely sized 
with a chair and desk in each and some comfortable additional chairs. The walls are a 
tranquil blue in the pastor's office, giving a calming effect. In the assistant’s office they 
are white, creating a little busier atmosphere. The Kzoo Prayer Center Director’s office is 
still being put together since the last renovation; but at this time, there are three usable 
chairs and several desks in the room. Again, the walls are a blue, but the atmosphere is 
somewhat unsettled because it has not been put in its final order. The daycare room is 
large with many chairs, which, at this time, is the space used to hang up coats and boots 
of the childcare center's children; however, this room is used when the children are gone 
in the evening. The last place to be used is the place for Healing Training. It is a large 
multipurpose room located in the basement and lower level of the building. It has been 
remodeled in the last three years and holds fifty people with tables and chairs. It is ina 


neutral color gray and has a sink, coffee maker, and large counter space for snacks. Also, 
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there is a computer and video equipment attached to the wall on the west end of the room. 


It is a comfortable place and has been used for many successful gatherings. 


Demographic Description 

To understand the context’s population, it is helpful to take a closer look at who 
really lives in Kalamazoo County and Portage. The sources of the examination data are 
the Kalamazoo Planners Profile and the City of Portage City Profile (based on the U.S. 
Census). The county being the ninth-largest county in Michigan is based on the 
population rates of 2000 and 2010. The population count of 2000 is 238,603, and that of 
2010 is 250,331. So, the change in the number of citizens from 2000 to 2010 is 11,728. 
The percentage of growth over that ten-year span was 4.9%. When looking at the 
population change for Portage, the overall growth is similar. The population in 2000 was 
44,897; the increase in 2010 was to a total count of 46,292. This is a 3.1% growth rate.!° 

The personal demographics of Kalamazoo and Portage, which include sex, age, 
and race, need to be analyzed. These personal characteristics of the target population 
(which include Portage and greater Kalamazoo) reveal the basics of the social and 
spiritual climate of the area. These demographics help hone the programs and social 
events that will reach both churched and unchurched in the area. We observe these 
demographics to tailor-make church. 

The male population of Kalamazoo County, according to the 2010 U.S. Census, 
was 122,569 males constituting 49% of the people in the area. The demographic for the 


women’s population is slightly higher. The 2010 population was 127,762, which 


‘0 Adams, Jarnefelt, and Enos, Kalamazoo County Planners Profile. 
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comprises 51% of the population. The percentage of men and women being so close 


makes for a more balanced community, with both being equally represented in 
government and community concerns.!! 

In Portage, the population of men and women is remarkably like that of 
Kalamazoo County. The percentage of women is slightly stronger at 51.8%, while men 
are at 49.2%.'” It is a strongly family-orientated area; a balance among the genders seem 
to reflect a more family-orientated community. The area is reinforcing of family life and 
of activities in the community. 

In the age category, two different age groups dominate the County of Kalamazoo. 
The strongest age group is forty-five to fifty-five years old, with a population count of 
33,674. The next age group is twenty-five to thirty-four-year-olds, whose population total 
is 31,916. This gives a strong adult age range of twenty-five to fifty-four years old in the 
Kalamazoo area. This creates a strong base of adult minds in the prime of life running the 
community as well as being the main target age for ministries in the area.!° 

The race demographic that is most populating of the Kalamazoo area is the White 
race, which includes 204,084 citizens, or 81.7% of the county. The Black race is the 
second most populating of the area, with a total population count of 27,266, or 10.9% of 
the total area. Other races round out the total area. 

In Portage, the citizen body is made up of a predominantly White population of 


87.3% and a Black population of 5.2%. It rounds out with small amounts of other 


'! Georgeau, City of Portage Community Profile. 
Adams, Jarnefelt, and Enos, Kalamazoo County Planners Profile. 
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nationalities.'* This creates a homogeneous culture; because the city is not deeply 


interracial, it is not culturally or internationally diverse. Similarly, because the core value 
system of the area is uniform, a community with shared visions and goals is the 
foundation of the city. 

Another factor which is very important to the type of ministry offered is the 
overall education level of the area. The population in Kalamazoo with just a high school 
graduation (or equivalency) is 39,259 people, or 25.6% of the county. The overall 
percentage of high school graduates or higher is 92.3%.'° The U.S. Census indicates that 
the city of Portage has a 96.3% rate of high school graduates or higher in the ages of 
twenty-five years and above.!° The amount of those citizens holding a bachelor’s degree 
or higher at their twenty-five-year mark and above is 43.19%. Because the level of 
education is so high in both Kalamazoo and Portage, there is a strong intellectual climate 
about the area. Since this is the case, a higher level of ministry needs to be utilized. Also, 
the teaching and training level of the people in the area needs to be stimulating and 
exciting. 

Finally, as far as Portage is concerned, it is the home of forty-three churches, and 
only seven of them are charismatic churches. Only three of them are exceptionally large, 
and all three are not strong in in-depth Christianity—they stay on the more childish side 
of Christianity. These demographics paint a picture of a family-orientated, strongly 


intelligent adult population that needs relevant spiritual truth to be taught to them. Cutting 


'4 Adams, Jarnefelt, and Enos, Kalamazoo County Planners Profile. 
'S Adams, Jarnefelt, and Enos, Kalamazoo County Planners Profile. 
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edge teaching and prayer that teaches the true, deep power of Christianity needs to be 
taught. Due to the sallow living of a society in prosperity, the church needs to be stirred 


up with red-hot Christianity. 


The Present Ministry 

The present ministry of the Healing Rooms as adopted by Pathfinder United 
Methodist Church is a model that works well with both denominational as well as 
nondenominational circles. The Healing Rooms consist of a director, co-director, and 
prayer team of fifteen interdenominational people, also known as ambassadors. The team 
comes together every Monday night at 5:30. From 5:30-6:30, there is contemplative 
prayer and devotions to start the night. This is all carried out in the sanctuary under a 
beautiful, supernatural anointing. From 6:30-8:30, the Healing Rooms receive phone 
calls, messages, e-mails, and walk-in prayer subjects known as beloved to pray over. The 
beloved come from all over the surrounding areas with all kinds of problems. Also, 
prayer comes in from all over the country and world through the internet and phone calls. 
Prayer for in-person beloved visiting the center is done by a prayer team of two to three 
ambassadors in a private room. The ambassador team is assigned by the director. The 
team assigned takes ten to fifteen minutes to pray over the prayer request before praying 
with the beloved. Also, during the time of prayer for the beloved, there are prayer 
ministers praying for the team and the beloved. This intercessory prayer for the beloved 
and their prayer session does warfare, praise, and petition over the scriptural encounter 
with the beloved. At the end of the prayer session, the beloved is given a pack containing 


the Father's love letter, personal declarations, and a sheet on how to keep your healing. 
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The Healing Rooms or Kzoo Prayer Center also holds four training weekends a year for 
physical healing and inner healing and deliverance. 

The physical healing weekends are known as Healing Prayer Training and are 
open to the public. The inner healing and deliverance prayer training is known as 
Releasing Prayer Training and is also open to the public. These are weekends in which 
anyone—both denominational and nondenominational—are invited to partake in the truth 
of the Word of God and its transforming power. The teaching is based on authorized 
teaching of the International Association of Healing Rooms. These teaching are 
revelatory to many in the Body of Christ. They open the ways of healing and deliverance 
for the Body of Christ. 

For a more detailed understanding of the Healing Prayer Training weekend, the 
teachings and overall objective of the training will be examined. The Healing Prayer 
Training weekend consists of a weekend of training on the Charismatic Theology-based 
teaching of healing. The scriptural principles of healing are laid out in the Rush Hunt 
Healing Prayer Training Manual. Alongside this is a Healing Prayer packet which is 
distributed to attendees and contains outlines to be followed by those present. The 
outlines cover all sessions and are titled Kzoo Prayer Center Healing Rooms of West 
Michigan Healing Prayer Training Sessions. The packet and the manual go with those at 
the training and provide support for the preparation received at the weekend through the 
coming seasons of life. The teaching sessions themselves start on Friday night at 6:00 and 
continue until 5:00 p.m. on Saturday. The titles and context are also as follows: 

1) Biblical Basis for Healing 


2) Intercession 
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3) The Roadblocks to Healing 


4) The Anointing 

5) Spiritual Authority 

6) The Five Step Prayer Model 

7) Words of Knowledge 

8) Establishing a Ministry 

9) Ministry Time 

10) Join the Kazoo Prayer Team or Create a Team 
The Training Weekend has as one objective recruiting new members to the Healing 
Prayer Team of the Kzoo Prayer Center. Involvement on the team allows the prayer 
ambassadors to pray for healing and other problems for individuals in an up-close-and- 
personal manner. The twenty- to thirty-minute prayer sessions give time for more in- 
depth prayer and transformation of both the ambassador and the beloved. The beloved 
changes through the process of being touched by the Lord directly for healing or other 
problems. They also experience unconditional and nonjudgmental help in prayer for deep 
personal problems. The ambassador is changed by yielding to God as He uses them in 
prayers for others. Further, He teaches and trains the ambassador in ways of the spirit and 
prayer. The growth in understanding, believing for, and spiritually moving in the 


supernatural is part of the expected growth for the prayer team. 


Ministry Journey 
I was born in the southwestern Michigan city of Kalamazoo. My parents are 


Bonnie and Harvey Williams. They are a bi-racial couple who married in the early 1960s. 


20 
My father had been the center on the University of Michigan basketball team. My father 


was a medical student and my mother a practicing occupational therapist at the 
University of Michigan Hospital. To me they are a symbol of the unity of the races and 
pioneers in the moral and spiritual climate changes of the 1960s. Both sets of 
grandparents (maternal grandparents Paul and Thelma Romence and paternal 
grandparents Gladys Carter and Harvey Williams) were lifelong, practicing, sincere 
Christians. They supported and brought stability to my childhood life. Into this 
environment of trust and belief I was born. The most precious part surrounding my birth 
was the constant prayer that went over me, so that I would be a beautiful, special baby. 
These prayers were said in faith because of my interracial heritage at a time when society 
had not yet broken free from racial barriers. The most important change that took place 
while I was in grade school was the transformation of my extended family into the 
charismatic renewal. My maternal grandparents and many members of our family 
attended the Portage First United Methodist Church. Although all members of my family 
where Christians, they did not know the power and fun of God. It was during this period 
that my Aunt Diane Gowell contracted lupus and polymyositis. Medically she had seen 
many doctors at the Mayo Clinic. They could not cure her but instead sent her home to 
eventually grow worse and likely die. 

As my family was facing this crisis, news about the renewal was hitting them. All 
over Portage, prayer groups, Bible studies, and healing services were going on. We 
attended with my aunt and rest of my family both Charles and Francis Hunter and 
Katherine Kuhlman services. Both had a powerful effect on me. Such open displays of 


healing, tongues, and the presence of the Holy Spirit were transforming to a child. One of 
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the most powerful aspects for me was “slaying in the Spirit” and feeling the anointed 
presence at these meetings. It all made the Holy Spirit real to me and the power of God 
much revered. My aunt was healed at these meetings and our family became believers in 
prayer. 

My college years were filled with more exciting revelations. Firstly, during my 
freshman year at Central Michigan University, I discovered my love for theology and 
religion. I took an entry-level course in religion and was so inspired that I took a course 
in the New Testament the second semester. The Lord opened up revelation in both 
classes. I really knew I had a call to theology and the ministry. My junior and senior 
years of college did a tremendous work in my maturing and preparing. I was an English 
and Public Administration major and had a minor in Communications. Further change in 
my life was an involvement with a Bible study. The Bible study was called Bible Study 
Fellowship, and that year we studied Isaiah and the minor prophets. I learned all about 
the prophetic call. I was prepared by the Holy Spirit for my own prophetic call and how 
to walk in it. It was during this year that the Lord prepared me for my summer semester 
at Oxford University. 

I was walking down the hall when I saw an informational poster about the 
summer semester at Oxford University in England. The Holy Spirit impressed upon me to 
go, but there were so many confusing natural emotions and fears that clouded me. Due to 
the teaching at the Bible study, I had been in God was calling me to an adventure with 
Him. While in Europe, the Lord shared so many insights with me about the world and 
plans for my life. The Lord awoke my understanding of people, nationalities, and races 


and their meaning to Him. I feel a real mandate to restoring nations and people to the true 
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promises of God. I believe that God instilled in me, as a part of the welfare of mankind, 
an intercessor call, as well as one of a global minister. 

After college I entered a program at Western Michigan University for my Master 
of Public Administration. The most important aspect of this growth is that I received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. I was on fire and totally sold out in my commitment to Christ. 
I was earnest and zealous and grew very quickly. During these years, I attended Regent 
Law School. Although I did not get a degree, I grew tremendously. I attended church at 
Pastor Joe Martin’s Church, Word of Life. He had a powerful healing and prophetic 
ministry. I really grew in the supernatural and power. I learned more about the gifts and 
how the spiritual world works. I was exposed to amazing miracles that kept my mind 
open to all things being possible. 

When I returned to Kalamazoo, my mother and I established a ministry known as 
the Resurrection Body. This was a parachurch organization. We brought speakers in, had 
retreats, and sponsored missionaries, special Bible studies, and prayer vigils. We wrote 
monthly newsletters, often with a teaching, and were always on call for prayer. I grew in 
the knowledge of the ministry and how to administrate for ministry. I learned all about 
how to plan a conference, working with many teachers and speakers, and how to carry 
out public events. Also, since we had a wide variety of teachers, prophets, and apostles, 
we learned from them ourselves and grew a great deal. At this time, I also attended and 
graduated from Temperance Bible College. 

It was also about this time that I started attending Gil Howard-Brown meetings in 
Michigan. My friends and I would go to a little-known city up north in Michigan, and 


totally immerse ourselves in the glory of the Lord. I learned much about the power of 
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God and the craziness of the Holy Spirit, as there was much laughter and joy. I really 
believed God was filling mankind with His eternal plan and the power of the eternal 
kingdom. 

Another tremendous influence was the Toronto Airport Vineyard Outpouring. My 
first time at Toronto was totally awe-inspiring. I stepped into our hotel (and had not been 
at the Airport Vineyard yet) and the power of God came upon me. The power was so 
strong in Toronto’s atmosphere that you could tell the city was in revival. There was a 
real sense of the all-seeing and all-knowing One upon us. It created a conviction and 
rededication to God’s will and His way for our futures. 

Often, God prepares us for great struggles and storms in our lives through 
beautiful moves of the spirit. I had seen and been prepared for difficult years by Toronto 
and the Gil Howard-Brown meetings. I was deeply attacked by the enemy in my mind. 
This happened as I began to enter my early thirties. The Holy Spirit had taught me to 
flow in the spirit in unusual ways, which helped me throughout my dry, difficult season. 
The attack on my mind was subtle for about one year. During this time, I went through 
depression and torment from old memories. Consequently, I began to struggle in my love 
walk with the Lord. The Lord gave me the scripture Revelations 2:4: “But I have this 
against, that you have abandoned the love you had at first.” At the same time, a prophet 
friend of mine gave me a similar word. So, even though it was tough with the depression 
and the haunting old memories, I fought back to become a love child again. However, 
before the spiritual door could be shut, Satan struck and by assigning demons to my mind 
that attacked day and night. I heard them, felt their attacks, and was highly tormented and 


confused by them. When all else seemed to fail, my parents took me to a psychologist. I 
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was Classified as a Schizophrenic and put on Navin, a heavy drug. I was unable to 
connect well with heaven because of the drug interference and demonic presence. 

At about this time, a Word of Faith ministry moved into my area. The pastors 
were Beth and Jeff Jones. Beth has authored the “Getting a Grip on the Basics” series. 
She now also has a television show on Hillsong Network. They had a laymen’s Bible 
study I attended for many years which infused a strong, present truth doctrine to me. It 
taught me to stand on the Word and how to fight with the Word. Also, during that time, I 
attended two other Bible studies which cover the Bible in other ways. So, my foundation 
in the Word and prayer grew greatly. Even though I was going through a lot in the mind, 
[had great revelation and was growing in maturity in Christ. The transforming of this 
time was that of a more obedient, disciplined, law-abiding, and loving person. The years 
in the Word taught the keys of the kingdom and spiritual promises. I began to operate 
more fully in my kingdom destiny, came to greater obedience, and learned how to obtain 
the promises within. Further, it is important to note that I was spending many hours in the 
Word, and although I was receiving first-class human teaching, it was through the great 
enlightenment of the Holy Spirit that I was given deep revelation of the Word. The Holy 
Spirit unlocked the Word to me with many layers of understanding. This built a well in 
me of revelation and truth. This well brings up truth and revelation when I teach. 

My public ministry in the community did not come until I came to my current 
church, Greater Faith Empowerment Center. When I first arrived, I realized they were a 
five-fold church with head leaders as apostles and prophets. I had been in this camp 
before I had attended the Word of Faith church, so I already understood it. Bishop Daniel 


and Apostle Valarie Cunningham encouraged me to get into the school run by the church 
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Kingdom Empowerment Institute, to grow more deeply in the apostle and prophet and 
other ministry interests. I began speaking at church groups over the years. I ministered in 
the women’s group, taught at the prophetic school, and was assistant minister to the 
singles. As time passed, I became an ordained elder and part of the ministry team. I was 
also licensed to preach from their ministry association. As a leader in the church, I have 
been given responsibility over the nursing home and curriculum development, served as 
liaison to both the Kalamazoo House of Prayer and Healing Rooms, and as assistant to 
Apostle Valerie Cunningham on many special projects. 

These years have matured me as a person of responsibility. Because of the variety 
of responsibilities, I carry in the ministry, I feel I have expanded in capabilities and 
understanding of the ministry. Perhaps the most interesting side of my growth in the 
ministry is my involvement with the Healing Rooms. It started here, in the Pathfinder 
United Methodist Church Healing Rooms Ministry, that the Lord birthed in me a heart 
for the whole church, from denominational to Pentecostal and Charismatic. He continued 
to give me the vision for the power of the coming move. His call on my life began to 
expand to all the world to bring restorative ministry to denominational and non- 
denominational ministries. It has expanded to being one of the ministries that will bring 
forth change in the Body of Christ as one new man, moving as one body together into 
revelation and power as His body. The Healing Rooms have allowed me the ability as 
one of their trainers to work with those from a denominational, traditional understanding 
to bring forth the ways of the spirit. To expand my knowledge, I have taken some spirit- 
led Bible studies at the Methodist Church (Alders gate) and read many books. The 


studying and serving at the Healing Rooms have given me a broad vision. To fulfill my 
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role in establishing the right doctrines, teaching, and truth, I believe God was calling me 


to United Theology Seminary to prepare. 


Develop the Synergy 

This portion of the research assignment will center on the convergence of the 
contextual analysis research and the spiritual autobiography ministerial development 
assessment. Relating the spiritual journey and the contextual analysis will demonstrate 
my strength at both creating and developing a research project that is useful and eye- 
opening to the Body of Christ. The spiritual journey, through various spiritual 
experiences and life training, will bring together with the contextual needs to be 
considered a strong view of the power of God through spirit-breathed teachings and 
prayer. The topic of the research study is that of Christ as the Word doing a transforming 
work within individuals as they spend time corporately and individually in the Word and 
prayer. The Word is transforming because as group of believers and individuals are 
intimately communing with the Word and Word-based prayer, it brings forth new people. 
It is the study of this power and time spent with Christ that is not just life transforming, 
but it equips us for personal journeys and guides the path we take. Part of the 
transformational process is that the power of the Word gives us a mental Christian world 
view and analysis that change our desires, pursuits, coping mechanisms, interests, and 
analysis or discernment of people and circumstances. There are also many other 
transforming things that happen around spending time with the Word. These can be 


miracles, emotional healings, impartations, deliverances, revelations, spiritual calls of 
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God, and the list is endless. This research study is focused on seeing that there are some 
real changes in the person, either after or during anointed teaching and prayer. 

A description of the integral relationship between my ministerial skills and 
interests and how they work within the needs of the context for the Doctrine of Ministry 
project will now be assessed. The first side to be analyzed is my lifelong relation with the 
Kalamazoo and Portage area. I was born in this area, and because of this, I have a depth 
of knowledge in both its developmental history and social history. It allows me many 
contacts within the Kalamazoo and Portage area and more depth in how to work the 
ministry in this area. 

Another cross section between contextual needs and my skills and interests is the 
area of spiritual Godly teaching. Some of my skills that have been incurred along life’s 
journey help to establish the backbone to the research work and the project itself. As an 
English major and a communication minor, both have helped to establish some depth in 
oral and written communication. Skills and strategies for both written and oral 
communication are used as a basis for the research design, project implementation 
(interviews, etc.), and data analysis. 

Biblical training is another educational skill that is needed. I graduated from 
Temperance Bible College, Kalamazoo Valley’s laymen’s Bible College, and the 
Kingdom Empowerment Institute. Also, I have spent several years at Calvin Theological 
Seminary, and other assorted Bible studies lay a good foundation in the Word. The host 
area’s intellectual climate is high and well developed. Most of the population spoken of 
in the contextual analysis is at a high school and above educational level. Further, it was 


discussed that the overall climate and community activities of this region are of a high 
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and intellectual variety. Consequently, my writing and communicating needs to be of a 
higher nature to engage and stimulate growth. My background should be a wealth of 
restoration teaching. First, as the spiritual autobiography reviewed, from early childhood 
through all my life I have been involved in the foremost ministries in the country. This 
gives a depth of strength and rooting in the charismatic doctrines and teachings over the 
years from the renewal to the current time. Second, even in the current movements, I 
have done much reading and studying. Third, being incredibly involved in the 
denominational renewal growth in childhood through adulthood and again working with 
denominational and non-denominational in both the Resurrection Body and Healing 
Rooms has formed a powerful relationship with denominational renewal. So, due to 
growing up in the charismatic movement from the renewal to the many-fold studying of 
the present charismatic world, many streams are a part of the research to be used. This 
gives depth and power to the analysis of the research data, which is created to bring 
motivation, change, and vision. 

Another aspect of this research analysis is that it will not be by the letter of the 
law but rather in the power of the spirit. I have spent a lot of time soaking in prayer, 
moves of the Holy Spirit, and great revivals. These have given me a strong relationship 
with the Holy Spirit and how He operates; His wisdom, knowledge, and understanding 
are sought for each aspect of the research. The Holy Spirit’s teaching and illuminated 
revelation is brought forward in the research design and data analysis. 

Another aspect of the birthing of this research is a lot of time spent in prayer and 


studying the Bible and other anointed material. This results in the research going forward 
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in the power and glory of the Holy Spirit to transform. Prayer and constant intercession 
bring forth topics and revelation from the spirit to the body of research and its findings. 

The nature of the project itself is to reveal the power of the Word and Christ to 
bring restoration and transformation. The reason we address the Word as Christ is that the 
Word is Christ. Through our communion with Christ (spending time with the Word) we 
change. So, the personhood of Christ and His power is revealed through the Word and 
Word-based prayer. 

The program we will use to demonstrate and develop the project is anointed, 
spirit-breathed teaching and Word-based prayer which brings forth the resurrected Christ. 
The teaching curriculum and prayer model have been developed by the International 
Association of Healing Rooms. They are to be taught in a group and even one-on-one or 
personal prayer session time. Transformations can be seen over time through 
observations, interviews, surveys, journals, miracles, panels, and testimonies. The results 
are found from the research instruments and data reported in the Doctor of Ministry 
project. Crucial in-depth analysis is done on the power of Christ, the Word to bring 
permanent change through corporate teaching and Word-based prayer to members of His 


Body. 


Conclusion 
The nature of the project is to reveal the power of Christ-centered (the Word) 
teaching and prayer to transform and restore. The content of the project is based on the 
spirit-breathed curricula, teachings, and prayer model of the International Association of 


Healing Rooms. These curricula, teachings, and prayer model are to reach a variety of 
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people and ages. All these methods are based on the Word and have concentrated depth; 


they are for the denominational as well as non-denominational worlds to stir the whole 
body with the power of Christ. 

The idea of the project is developing strong Christianity through Christ-based 
Word teaching. The desired outcome is for transformation. So, spirit-breathed, Christ- 
manifested teaching and prayer is encountered by the Body of Christ at the Healing 
Rooms, then transformation of the individual believer will occur. 

The steps in the process of the research design are to finish and review for 
relevance the data of the programs that will clearly effect change. The current programs 
are Monday Night Prayer, Healing Prayer Training, Releasing Freedom Training, and 
Ministry Team Opportunities. 

The assessment tools are observations, surveys, interviews, panels, and 
testimonies. The next step is to set up observations of specific teaching and prayer 
sessions of the Kazoo Prayer Center on Monday night prayer sessions and weekend 
Healing Prayer Trainings. There are already classes who have gone through the Healing 
Prayer Training and individuals who have received Monday night prayer, which are 
helpful because they provide a history for the study. With the assessment tools, 
measuring the data to understand transformation and power in the life of a believer is 
possible. From there we will analyze it through a Christ-centered world view. Finally, I 


will write up all research findings and submit them to United Theological Seminary. 


CHAPTER TWO 


BIBLICAL FOUNDATIONS 


This exegetical work examines Jeremiah 31:31-34 considering its New Covenant 
theology. Today’s church looks at this “New Covenant” concept as including Jesus, the 
gospels, the epistles, and Revelation. One finds each of these in the New Testament, 
which embodies the written law of the “New Covenant,” as a result, one sees the laws, 
rules, and ways of God as the governing power of the Kingdom under the “New 
Covenant.” The New Testament explores all kinds of advanced subjects and freedoms in 
Christ that its writers wholly devote to personal advancement in the kingdom of God and 
personal growth. Perhaps the most interesting part of this “New Covenant” is that the 
word provides empowerment beginning with the Last Supper and Crucifixion. This 
chapter offers a more detailed analysis that reveals the power to transform individuals. 

The passage of Jeremiah 31:31-34 teaches about the New Covenant and its 
difference in power from the Old Testament (Old Covenant). This passage gives a deep 
description of how this power manifests and creates change. This passage is about the 
power aspect of what happens in the transformation and makes it clear that the word of 
God (law) plays a large role. One can see the transformative power of the “New 
Covenant” in this case because of the elements found in this passage: people breaking the 
Old Covenant, God putting laws within God’s people or on their hearts, instinctive 
knowledge of God, and forgiveness of sin. All of this informs this project by revealing 
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the elements of power that are involved in the transformation process and making clear 
transformative power’s exclusivity to the “New Covenant.” Further, it reveals the inner 
workings of the “New Covenant” and how it accomplishes this change. This passage 
makes plain the power of the word in the “New Covenant.” In the final analysis this 
passage makes clear that the indwelling of the word of God in a “New Covenant” 
relationship with Christ makes transformation possible and sure. This puts this project on 
a firm biblical stance in that it reveals the power elements clearly under the New 
Covenant and the total depth of transformation. These elements laid out in this passage 
reveal the nuts and bolts of transforming power and give assurance of that the fact “that 
he who began a good work will be faithful to complete it” in the believer (Phil. 1:6). 
The thesis of this work is that the “mystical transformative” elements of the 
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Christian faith found in the “New Covenant’s” empowerment—God writing God’s laws 
both within persons and on hearts, creating instinctive knowledge of God, and 
forgiveness of both sin and iniquity—are that which create a new person from the old 
person. From this point forward this chapter examines issues surrounding the passage as 
well as the unique elements of passage that shed great light on the “New Covenant.” This 
passage is considered to be the first place in scripture to speak of a ““New Covenant” and 
as such holds a place of honor in its establishment.' This scripture is also prophetic with 
God speaking of the future.” So, it is a divine revelation of the “New Covenant” and how 


it works. However, because it is a foretelling, its author Jeremiah never experienced the 


power of the New Testament. One can pair this scripture in Jeremiah 31:31-34 with the 


' Leander E. Keck, ed., The New Interpreter’s Bible (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2001), 573- 
812. 
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Luke 22:14-21— the second place in scripture that uses the term “New Covenant”—that 
records the Last Supper.* One can examine and compare these passages to reveal the 


power of the New Covenant and how Christ established it. 


The Word has Power 

The first subject that this chapter must amplify and carefully consider is the 
question of the source of the power in the New Testament. Why is there a difference in 
the Old Testament power and the New Testament power? The Old Covenant or Mosaic 
Covenant which is discerned to be the obliterating covenant of the Jeremiah 31:31-34 
passage is where the story begins in earnest. This covenant begins with the ceremonial 
feast of the Passover found in Exodus chapter twelve and this is part of Israel’s 
redemptive history. The first Passover is instituted when Jews are still slaves in Egypt 
and the story announces final plaque on Egypt—the death of the firstborn of all Egyptians 
and their livestock. The Jews were to kill a year-old male lamb and prepare a meal to 
share with their families the night of the judgement of the firstborn. Before the meal they 
were to take some of the blood and apply it to the doorposts. The Lord gave the reason 
for this in Exodus where it reads “The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where 
you live; when I see the blood, I will Passover you, and no plague shall destroy you when 
I strike the land of Egypt” (Ex. 12:20). 

This was the first feast practiced by Israel under the Old or Mosaic Covenant of 
rules and laws (ceremonial and civil), which would govern Israel’s nation. At Mount 


Sinai in the wilderness a covenant between God and the people of Israel commences. The 


3 Keck, The New Interpreter’s Bible, 573-812. 
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Lord instated the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:1-17. God instructed the people of 


Israel to teach the laws, remember God’s acts, and engage in feasts of celebration of the 
God of Israel. The people were indoctrinated to the rules and laws of Israel’s covenants. 
The system required following external rules so there was no freedom in it. This resulted 
more in religion than a relationship with God. Many of them came to respond because of 
the system rather than as the result of having religion in their hearts. The goal often was 
for outward blessing and a scorning of those who looked cursed because it was a rule- 
governed religious system. This was a working of the “Old Covenant,” and it was this 
system that Christ put away. 

The “New Covenant” is a Christ centered relationship with the triune God based 
on God’s Love and humanity’s response. The “New Covenant” named in Jeremiah 
31:31-34 passage finds its second usage in scripture in Luke 22:19. This is the event in 
the life of Christ where he leads the Last Supper. Luke reads, “And in the same way He 
took the cup after they had eaten, saying ‘This cup which is poured out for You in the 
New Covenant in my Blood.’ Two points can enlighten the importance of this story in 
both the power of the New Covenant and the transformation from old to new. The first 
point is that both the Old Covenant and the New Covenant include the personhood of a 
High Priest who served directly before God to administer spiritual operations such as 
prayer and sacrificial offering. A High Priest is a mediator between the Father and 
humankind. In the Old Covenant, Aaron, the brother of Moses, is appointed and anointed 


as High Priest along with his descendants. In the New Covenant Christ Jesus is appointed 


4 All biblical citations will be from the New Revised Standard Version, unless otherwise noted, 
Luke 22:19. 
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as the eternal High Priest. Hebrews refers to him as God’s High Priest of God where it 


records “You are a Priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek” (Heb. 5:6). 
Jesus Christ fulfilled his priestly role in and during his life on earth. He functions 
in this office during the installation of the Holy Communion as the holy meal that 
remembers, seals his followers, and connects his followers to him in strength and power. 
Further it is the place where in his spiritual authority, Christ installs the New Covenant 
with humankind. Two places in scripture helps one to understand this priestly office 
being given the authority to vest the New Covenant in power. One finds the first in John, 
which says “Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands and that He 
had come from God and was going to God” (Jn. 13:3). Thomas B. Dozeman in this 
brilliant in-depth analysis of John chapter thirteen in his article “The Priestly Vocation” 
reveals Christ as in the high priestly office and authority at the time of the last supper. 
Dozeman shows Christ as performing spiritual operations throughout the Last Supper.° 
Hebrews provides additional scriptural report by recording these words: 
In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications with loud cries 
and tears to the one who was able to save Him from death, and He was heard 
because of His reverent submission. Although He was a son, He learned 
obedience through what He suffered and having been made perfect He became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey Him. Having been designated by God 
a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek (Heb. 5:7-10). 
Christ, functioning as High Priest at the Last Supper with the installment of the New 
Covenant, opened the door on the power of supernatural in the New Covenant. This was 
for a new time; and new people were being born. As such the power of the new covenant 


is Christ offering himself as sacrifice, being the righteous mediator, head of the body, 


sustainer of all things by power of the word, and the word made manifest. Of importance 


> Thomas B. Dozeman, “The Priestly Vocation,” Interpretation 59, no. 2 (April 2005): 117-128. 
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is the fact that Christ has all these roles that create a kingdom of power and freedom. 
Also important is knowing that the word for this project, exegesis, and chapter is both the 
Old Testament and the New Testament being established through the New Covenant 
blood and the power of Jesus Christ—Christians’ high priest. Further the power vested at 
the New Covenant release of the power of Christ as the word of God to do a supernatural 
work transformed humanity forever as persons are built into the likeness of Christ. One 
can find scriptural support in John where it reads, “In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things came into being through Him and with Him not one thing came into being” (Jn. 
1:1-3). The word became the power of the living word at the ratification of the 
installation of communion and the crucifixion. 

The second point to consider is the power of the blood of Christ. Luke 22:19 
states that the cup of the communion meal represents Christ’s blood—the blood of the 
lamb just as found in the original Old Covenant Passover meal. That sets believers apart 
for Christ and protects them from all things from the world and Satan. Just as the 
Passover meal began the season of the ratification of the Old Covenant, the Last supper 
with the communion meal opens the door to the New Covenant and its supernatural 
empowerment by Christ the Lord and Savior. The writer of Hebrews states “In speaking 
of ‘a new covenant,’ he has made the first one obsolete. And what is obsolete and 
growing old will soon disappear” (Heb. 8:13). So, the final analysis in comparing these 
two scriptures shows that the Old Covenant, with its external rules and regulations, is 
being set apart for the coming of a New Covenant that Christ instated at the Last Supper 


and ratified in his own blood at the cross. This empowers the New Covenant believer 
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with life-sustaining power of the eternal word.° This argument and powerful truth shows 


the importance of this Doctor of Ministry project. 


The Mystical Transformative Elements of the Passage 

Jeremiah reads, “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah” (Jer. 31:31). When 
considering this passage, one must consider that it is prophetic literature since its author 
is the Prophet Jeremiah. As a book eschatological in nature, its writing focuses on events 
beyond Jeremiah’s time. One must also consider that Jeremiah was in the midst of heavy 
personal persecution for the prophetic call God gave him. 

Historically, Jeremiah was a nationally known prophet of Israel in his day. He 
belonged to Northern Israel and was raised in the religious tradition of the Jewish faith. 
He had a spiritually strong encounter calling him to the ministry in the years just before 
reform began in Israel. Jeremiah never really took to the reform he kept proclaiming and 
repeating the theme that an invasion from the north would come. The reform movement 
began under the reign of Josiah (627 BC). Israel as a nation went into a national spiritual 
movement to reform the nation based on the laws found in a book of the law in the 
temple. 

In 602 BC Pharaoh Necro marched through Palestine on his way to further the 
destruction of the Assyrian Empire. During this period Josiah is killed in a battle with 


Egypt. In short succession Necro crowns Josiah’s sons Jehoash and Jehoiakim as vessels 


® Michael Borg, “The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34),” Puritan Reformed Journal 6, no. 2 
(July 2014): 16-34, 
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to himself. Throughout this time Jeremiah continued to prophesy that Babylon would rule 
the world. By 605 BC the Babylonian Empire came to power and Nebuchadnezzar started 
his reign in Babylon. From that point on there were three exiles to Babylon in 587 BC, 
570 BC, and 532 BC.’ With this historical picture it is clearer that the people would need 
the word of restoration and comfort amid social, political, and spiritual upheaval. 
Jeremiah chapters thirty through thirty-three, which is called the Book of Comfort, lays 
out clearly this message of the restoration of Israel.* One finds the central and most 
profound message of hope and lasting change in Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

Jeremiah chapter thirty-one starts out in verse thirty-one with an eschatological 
announcement of the future with the leading statement of “The days are surely coming.” 
These are truly reassuring words to Jeremiah and the suffering nation because it promises 
a brighter and enduring future. This clause gives a future messianic and millennial 
overtone and furthers a belief in the total restoration for Israel.” The next phrase that 
backs up the prophetic nature of this text is “says the Lord.” To hear words attributed to 
the Lord directly carry the weight of divine prophesy.'° This is followed by the term 
“New Covenant.” This term was not known or understood before this prophesy. This 
term is only used here in Old Testament. 

Whether the term “New Covenant” reveals a New Covenant to be enacted in 


messianic times or is it a renewed covenant based on old promises is the question. The 


7 Stanley Brice Frost, “The Book of Jeremiah,” in The Interpreters One-Volume Commentary on 
the Bible, ed. Charles M. Laymon (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 1971), 327-377. 


8 Frost, “The Book of Jeremiah,” 327-377. 
° Frost, “The Book of Jeremiah,” 327-377. 
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renewed covenant is a concept that seems quite popular among many scholars. The basic 


argument is that this so-called New Covenant that Christ named at his Last Supper is just 
a renewed covenant—a continuation of both the Abrahamic and Davidic covenants. They 
believe that one can find in the New Covenant all the promises found in these two 
covenants. Further they see only the Old Covenant under Moses’ covenant being phased 
out.!! 

This reasoning is incorrect. In order to deeply examine this idea of the New 
Covenant being really new this chapter now looks at this same phrase being quoted in the 
New Testament (covenant) in Hebrews 8:6-13. To begin, verse six states “But Jesus has 
now obtained a more excellent ministry, and to that degree he is the mediator of a better 
covenant, which has been enacted through better promises” (Heb. 8:6). The New 
Testament, which is the written aspect of the New Covenant, calls it new based on “better 
promises.” The Abrahamic Covenant is open to those believers who make up the church 
of God as well as Jews. Paul writes “And He received the sign of circumcision, a seal of 
the righteousness of the faith which He had while still uncircumcised that He might be 
the father of all those who believe though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness 
might be imparted to them also” (Rom. 4:11). Just thinking through a few of the many 
New Testament lessons reveals that this is a covenant with greater power, authority, and 
many more blessings than Abraham or David. For example, in Jesus’ Gethsemane prayer 
He prays “I in them you in me, that they may become completely one, and that the world 
may know that you have sent me, and have loved them as you have loved me” (Jn. 
17:23). This reveals a greater intimate relationship between God and those in the New 


‘| Harry Potter, “The New Covenant in Jeremiah 31-34,” Vetus Testamentum 33, no. 3 (July 
1983): 347-357. 
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Covenant than under the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants. The New Covenant 


promises believers deep personal relationships with God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Spirit. 

Another incredible transformative scripture to which the New Covenant believer 
is entitled is to be formed in the image of Jesus Christ. This scripture is in Romans and 
states “For whom [God] foreknew [God] also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of [God’s] Son that he might be the first born among many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). No 
one in the Abrahamic or Davidic Covenant was being formed into their image. Also, 
Christ is the God-man being the very image of God as a true Son. This is a much greater 
covenant than any other of the biblical covenants—not at all a renewed covenant. Still 
another promise that one finds in Ephesus that sets the new covenant apart from all others 
in the Bible reads “And raised us up together and made us sit together in the heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus” (Eph. 2:6). 

Believers in the New Covenant are given great authority in the spiritual world. 
They are positioned in the spirit to sit with Christ in His seat of authority. One fails to 
find this too in the Abrahamic or Davidic Covenants; neither Abraham nor David had 
Christ’s authority. All these and many issues make it impossible to say that this is a 
renewed covenant of Abraham or David. The New Covenant gives access to the believer 
to promises in both Abraham and Davidic Covenants, but the New Covenant supersedes 
these covenants. The new covenant is an eternal covenant and will forever be the 
governing authority of eternity. Forevermore this promise covers the Father’s loving 
provision for humanity. This makes a stronger and more authoritative covenant than any 


other covenants. 


4] 


The last subject to examine in verse thirty-one is that of to whom it applies. The 
passage says it is for both the house of Israel and the house of Judah. Dispensationalists 
presented the argument that one should take literally the phrase addressing the prophecy 
to the houses of Israel.!? However, Jeremiah announced prophetically “the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah” in Jeremiah 4:2 would include gentiles among God’s people. 
Jeremiah further states “that the nations shall be blessed by [God] and by [God] they shall 
boost” (Jer. 4:2). 

The argument that seems the most biblically sound is given by covenant theology. 
They espouse that the terms house of “house of Israel and house of Judah” refer also to 
the church, which in the Old Testament times was “embodied” in the nation of Israel both 
spiritually and politically. Peter Gentary and Stephan Wilham have argued “the definition 
of “house” has been redefined or restricted in the New Testament to refer to believers 
only.”!3 Notice that Jesus gives the meal “of the new covenant” to his disciples only. That 
is to say that the new covenant is not made with the house of Israel and the house of 
Judah but interpreted specifically as those who are followers of Jesus regardless of 


ethnicity. 


Jeremiah 31:32 
In this passage, verse thirty-two provides a contrasting element that allows for the 
depth of the greatness of the New Covenant to shine through. Jeremiah raises his voice 


against the people of Israel for breaking the covenant in Jeremiah 11:1-17. Jeremiah in 


'2 Potter, “The New Covenant in Jeremiah 31-34,” 347-357. 
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the above passage (Jer. 11:1-17) uses similar prophetic language in pronouncing doom on 
Israel. To quote descriptive language Jeremiah says, “‘you shall say to them, thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel; cursed be anyone who does not heed the word of this covenant 
which I command your ancestors when I brought them out of the land of Egypt, From the 
iron smelter, saying listen to my voice and do all that I command you” (Jer. 11:3). So, the 
main concern of this book, Jeremiah, is the breaking of this covenant and the people 
rebelling and disobeying with false gods. 

To dissect this whole concept, this chapter looks more intently at the term 
covenant. The basic definition given by Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible is “a solemn 
agreement between two or more parties made binding by some sort of oath. What is 
mutually agreed upon is usually the future conduct of one or both of the parties 
concerned.”!4 The covenant is binding in Israel, Judah, and God, and it shows God’s 
concern and love for the people. According to Joshua N. Moon, the covenant God 
established with them broke at the very beginning of their walk with God as a nation in 
the wilderness. The importance of God’s faithfulness to God’s people even though they 
broke the covenant reveals God’s nature. 

W. J. Dumbrell, reveals interestingly “that the Mosaic Covenant was broken from 
human perspective, but from the divine, God was still wed to [God’s] people.” > God still 
calls Godself their husband even though they were unfaithful and broke their covenant. 
Further Dumbrell underscores that the marriage relationship reveals the permanency and 


stability of God even through the discontinuity of a broken covenant. One of the 


'4 David Noel Freeman, ed., Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 2000), 288. 
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differences between this Old Covenant and this New Covenant is that the new focus is on 
God’s faithfulness through Jesus rather than on an individual’s faithfulness to God. In the 
article “The New Covenant,” Michael Borg writes: 
God is not seeking to form a new relationship with [God’s] people as much as 
[God] is looking to renew the covenant in a way that will effectually deal with its 
people’s sin. Even though this researcher disagrees with the idea that this is just a 


renewed covenant. Clearly, the New Covenant dealt much more directly and 
powerfully with sin and transforming man to a faithful righteous son of God.!® 


Jeremiah 31:33 

Verse thirty-three is one of the verses that defines the New Covenant and how it 
will change the people and their lives. In the Old Covenant the main way of conforming 
to the Old Covenant law was through indoctrination. The people accomplished this by 
using teaching to hand down the rules and laws to obey. But this verse reveals that the 
New Covenant has the power to change the inner person. One finds Old Testament 
descriptions of the New Covenant’s powerful change that happens to the believer in both 
Ezekiel 11:19 and Ezekiel 36:26. These verses are similar in word choice to this passage 
in Jeremiah. For example, verse nineteen reads, “I will give them one heart and put a new 
spirt within them: I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a heart 
of flesh” (Ez. 11:19). These verses that backup Jeremiah 31:31-34 make it clear that the 
inward change is total and complete in that the children of God (believers) of the New 
Covenant could live in freedom and as new creations. The Interpreter’s Bible compares 


these passages of Ezekiel 11:19, Ezekiel 36:26 and Jeremiah 31: 31-34 revealing the 


‘6 Michael Borg, “The New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34),” Puritan Reformed Journal 6, no. 2 
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essential differences. It gives this perspective “for Ezekiel derived from a new spirit and a 
new heart, for Jeremiah it will stem from God writing the laws on the heart.”!” 

The book goes on to say that God created a new kind of obedience. For further 
illumination it reflects that “‘on the contrary the Lord will make a new covenant and will 
affect in the minds and hearts of the people the will to obey, to live as God’s people, to 
acknowledge the Lord as their master, the one who secures their lives and provides for 
them.”!® 

In a more detailed description of the meaning of the verse, one must define and 
outline words and processes. Reading and analyzing many different translations revealed 
the differences in views regarding the spiritual process of the change of humanity. 
Sticking to the Jeremiah 31:33 text, the term “mind” found in both King James Version 
(KJV) and the New International Version (NIV) is a popular understanding of the word 
heart. One can carry the use of the term mind in the passage throughout the New 
Testament, which gives a true description of the transformation. The New Testament 
gives a clear picture of the mind of humanity without God: “Because the carnal mind is 
enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be” (Rom. 
8:7). From this place in the human’s mind the transforming power in the word renovates 
and changes the believer. The Bible backs up this transformational process in the New 
Testament and calls it “renewal.” One finds the foundation of this in the New Testament 


where it reads “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 


renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect 


'7 Frost, “The Book of Jeremiah,” 372-410. 
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will of God” (Rom. 12:2). This renewal of the mind is a continual process throughout life 


as believers grow in the word, growing out of worldliness into a spiritual mind and 
intelligence. 

One finds the other view of the term mind in the New Revised Standard Version 
that uses the phrase “within them.” The difference in the terms can be further scrutinized 
by the definition in Hebrew Chaldees Dictionary that states the word gereb is the nearest 
part or center. As a figure of speech or an adverb the term can mean inward (thoughts) or 
within self. As a noun it means the nearest part, center, or the interior of a thing.” This 
gives the picture of the word of God transforming the deep inward part of a human being. 
The law or word of God changes the believer’s very core being, thereby transforming the 
believer from the inside out. The New Testament fully supports this process in places like 
the book of James where it reads “Why lay apart all filthiness and superfluity or 
naughtiness and receive with meekness the engrafted word” (Jas. 1:21-22). 

Though sufficiently powerful, the word “engrafted”—used in the other 
translations such as New American Standard and King James Version—one can translate 
this verse so that it reads, “receive the word implanted which is able to save your souls” 
(Jas. 1:21-22). Both understandings of the process or engrafting and implanting create an 
image of a deeply powerful change in the recesses of the believer’s inner person. 
Engrafting shows clearly that it becomes a part of the person, so that the word and 
believer are one. Seemingly, this is what God intended regarding the creative process of 


transforming believers into new persons as the result of the New Covenant. 


'9 Spires Zodhiates, ed., The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible (Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 
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The next key word in the analysis of this scripture is “I will write it on their 
hearts.” The Bible writers use the term /abe in Hebrew meaning heart very widely for 
feelings, the will and even intellect; likewise, for the center of anything.’ For a deeper 
look at the word heart, the chapter will now utilize lexical aids that flesh out the meaning 
of the word. The lexicon adds this “of the eight hundred and fifty times in the Hebrew 
Old Testament, it is more common to interpret the term as the totality of man’s inner or 
immaterial being.’”””! 

In the Bible the whole spectrum of human emotions, including the deepest and 
innermost feelings, is attributed to the heart. Obviously, if human nature is to change the 
heart must certainly be the starting place. The “totality of man’s inner self” speaks to the 
total sum of a person. Much of scripture backs up the notion of the heart being the central 
place in Christianity. Christianity is really all about the heart; it is a religion of the heart. 
Things that should emanate from Christian heart include love, faith, peace, joy, 
compassion, mercy, longsuffering, etc. The heart often controls emotions (feelings) and 
actions. It plays such a key part in Christians’ walks of life. The word of God in the New 
Testament echoes Jeremiah’s prophecy here. It records these words: “and you show that 
you are a letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with ink but the spirit of the living 
God, not on tablets of stone but on the tablets of the human heart” (2 Cor. 3:2-3). This 
demonstrates again the transforming power of God the Holy Spirit changing a person by 


writing the letter of Christ on the person’s heart. First the heart is changed from a “stony 
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heart” or “hardened heart” to a human heart. One can possibly interpret the letter of 
Christ as the New Testament (the law of God) written on a living human heart. 

The last element to establish is the identification of the “law” that is written on 
human hearts. The term law in the Hebrew and Chaldees Dictionary is Torah which 
means statue, precept, or Decalogue.”” The lexicon states that “The essential meaning of 
towrah is ‘teaching,’ whether it is the wise man who gently instructs his own son or God 
patiently teaching Israel.””> However, the New Covenant is a different law than the Old 
Covenant. The law of Moses in Exodus chapter twenty, which includes the Ten 
Commandments, anchors the Old Covenant. Other laws governing Israel are included. 
This Mosaic Law “instead of being seen as a guideline, it became a heavy, external set of 
rules that were stifling.””* 

However, the love governing the New Covenant is a spiritual law that goes 
beyond the external to the very heart of humanity. The writing on “minds, within, and 
hearts “of this spiritual law creates a person restored to righteousness. As believers grow 
in this law, they become the image of Christ and the inward nature changes to holy and 
righteous. One finds a description of the word’s power to work within believers for total 
transformation in Hebrews, which says “Indeed, the word of God is living and active, 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from 


marrow: it is able to judge the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). This 
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implanted word within each believer brings total incredible change. This is the New 
Testament power resident in the word of God. 

One can see the New Testament law in which Christ’s very image was being built 
within believers in Matthew chapters five through seven. These scriptures make clear that 
intentions, feelings, inner motives are the place where the law must reign. Law-abiding 
behavior must come out of the heart. Matthew provides an example, where its author 
writes “No one can serve two masters: for a slave will either hate the one and love the 
other or be devoted the one and despise the other you cannot serve God and wealth” (Mt. 
6:24). This law applies to the heart of a person—the most inward part—where God writes 
God’s laws. Jesus and His law are grace where the law of the Old Covenant condemns. In 
the commentary on scripture called Ancient Christian Commentary a quote from an 
earlier church father speaks to the differences of Jesus’ law, which believers are to model, 
and the law of the Old Covenant Jews. The quote is from Prosper of Aquitaine: 

The adulterous women who the law prescribed to be stoned was set free by Him 

with truth and grace. When the avengers of the law, frightened with the state of 

their own conscience, had let the trembling guilty women to the judgement of him 
who had come “to seek and save what was lost” for that reason He bowing down - 
that is stooping down to human level and intent on the work of our reformation 
wrote with His finger on the ground in order to repeal the law of the 
commandments with the decrees of His grace and to reveal Himself as the one 
who had said “I will give my laws and understanding and I will write them on 
their heart. This indeed He does every day when He infuses His will into the 
hearts of those who are called, and when with the pen of the Holy Spirit the Truth 
mercifully rewrites on the pages of their souls all that the devil enviously 
falsified.” 


This quote clarifies that Jesus, and the New Testament law is a more spiritual law then 


the Old Covenant law; it is a law of pure love and pure things. Christ requires believers to 


°5 Thomas C. Oden, ed., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: 
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take on the purer higher law in which to live so He writes it deep within them to give 


them grace to live it. 


Jeremiah 31:34 

The breakdown of verse thirty-four requires looking at two major points of the 
scripture. The first point is “know the Lord for they shall all know me.” Regarding the 
subject in Jeremiah 31:34, the New Oxford Annotated Bible notes, “[Knowing] would 
become so instinctual that teaching would become unnecessary, a radically new idea 
given the strong Deuteronic concern for teaching.””° One can also see the so-called 
instinctual understanding of God as knowing God in the spirit. By that, believers feel in 
their hearts and spirits that God is good, kind, merciful and full of love. Believers just 
know these things about God because God puts them down inside believers. Believers are 
more aware of God and what God is like just by sensing the character of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. Further the Holy Spirit witnesses to the spirit of the believer as to what 
God is like. 

The last important part of this verse reads, “I will forgive their iniquity and 
remember their sins no more.” This phrase reveals God’s willingness to completely put 
away sin and the separation from God it causes. God not only forgives the sin but also 


does not remember the sinner’s sin.”’ That means God does not hold it against the 
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believer in any way. This is Jesus’ largest gift to humankind.”* He took our sins and set 
us free before God. This reveals the new and better covenant than all the rest of the 
covenants. The New Covenant truly starts with Jesus. The church age is blessed with 


much freedom in the New Covenant. 


Conclusion 

In conclusion, this chapter thoroughly examines this passage of Jeremiah 31:31- 
34 regarding the essentials of the “New Covenant “and the power of the word (the New 
Testament) to transform humanity. The chapter begins with a discussion on the power 
base and background on the Old and New Covenants. The chapter clarifies that the word 
has power by comparing Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Luke 22:19. Luke 22:19 contains the 
second mention of the phrase New Covenant and explains it. The Luke passage is the 
beginning of what persons would now consider the New Covenant era. 

The next subject is “the mystical transformative elements” of the Christian faith 
that transforms and the elements one finds in the description of the New Covenant in 
Jeremiah chapter thirty-one. This chapter reviewed and examined these elements in light 
of other New Testament scriptures, articles, and commentaries. The chapter analyzed 
these elements for the parts they play in the transformation of the believer.” The 
elements of the passage are: New Covenant, broken covenant, laws within them, laws on 


their heart, knowing God, and forgiveness of sin and iniquity. Each of these plays a role 
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in God developing a relationship with humankind that cultivates obedience and love from 
humankind to its creator.°? The New Covenant changes a person into an authentic loving 
and worshipful child of God.*! 

The Doctor of Ministry project studies the transforming power of the word. 
However, the more specific goal of the project is that the word changes behavior and 
beliefs thus giving evidence of a new person.*” This passage focuses on the elements of 
the word of God that announce change for humankind. The actual project includes a pool 
of developed teachings intended to teach groups of people. The project used surveys and 
testimonials to substantiate the view that the word of God has power to change lives. 

The exegesis of this chapter informs the Doctor of Ministry project by clearly 
identifying not only the power of the word, but the focus of the power of the word for 
transformation in humankind. This means that the project can focus its research on three 
main areas of a person that become transformed according to this passage. The three 
areas according to Jeremiah 31:31-34 are mind, within, and heart. With these as the focus 
areas for transformation in humankind, the project performed detailed research on the 


results of how the word influences these aspects of humanity. 
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The word effects all three by changing the lenses through which people see, 


behave, believe, and react to the world around them.*? In looking at the transformation in 
the mind ideas received and affecting the way people think, their opinions, as well as how 
they analyze and do things. So, the Christian worldview or thought pattern should 
transform the way people think and view life through the study of the Word. One can 
look at personal testimonies as well as life-changing decisions based on Christ. 

When looking at the term “within” as this chapter discussed, the New Covenant 
has higher laws and, as such, one must look at behaviors before and after the study of the 
Word. The Word provides a standard of righteousness within. This is another area in 
humanity that one can document regarding behavioral changes. Both personal testimonies 
and observations can reveal this change. The third area is the heart or emotions. The 
heart, before the transforming power of the Word, is often selfish, greedy, and self- 
concerned. However, the Word has transforming power to change the heart to a tender 
heart that cares for and loves others more than oneself. One can measure these changes 
by examining giving and charitable acts in which people become involved after studying 
the Word.** The Word tenderizes the heart to both God and humanity. Further, all three 
areas should make clear that the studying of the Word leads to growth and obedience at 


higher levels as persons grow in God. 
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CHAPTER THREE 


HISTORICAL FOUNDATIONS 


This chapter examines and scrutinizes a historical context or era within the history 
of the Church. Many movements, leaders, varying views, and consequences shape and 
mold the church’s understanding of its relation to God the Father, Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. Although church history is a bit of a mess and wild at times, it is part of the 
carefully crafted language of God speaking and interacting with God’s people to form the 
Church into a “Holy Priesthood”—a kingdom of priests and kings. 

The basic overall theme of this chapter builds upon the word of God to bring total 
recovery of truth and spiritual transformation (between God and humanity) as well as 
transformation in the natural church life, in the political (or temporal) nature of the 
church, and in individual believers. This is the lens through which this chapter analyzes 
church life to provide evidence of a clear nature to support the basic premise of the 
Doctor of Ministry project. This era of church history supports the theme of developing 
strong new creatures in Christ who visibly show newness by bringing radical new change 
in belief and establishment of enduring pluralistic denominations. Examining figures of 
the Reformation clearly reveals that studying the Word and prayer is the hallmark of the 
radical change of the church. They are both biblical mandated conduits from which 


transformation into a Christ-modeled new creature is expected. 
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This chapter presents evidence that supports the view that if spirit-breathed 
Christ-centered teaching is taught to the body of Christ then transformation for the 
corporate church and for the individual believers will occur. Further, biblically modeled 
prayer also yields transformation from the old person to a new creature. To support this 
claim, this chapter develops a body of evidence that reveals the power of transformation 
based on cleaving to the word. 

With this “transformation view” at the center of the argument requires selecting 
an era that revealed the power of the true biblical word to break open demonic religious 
systems and artificial doctrines, while confronting and transforming individual 
responsibility before God and purifying persons in relationship to God. The best era to 
show the spiritual ignorance of the Church being transformed to an enlightened powerful 
church living in the power of the kingdom of God seems to be the transformation from 
the Middle Ages to the Reformation era. The Medieval Church is the Roman Catholic 
Church, which at the time was embroiled in sexual sin, merchandizing spirituality, or the 
Kingdom of God (indulgences), and the struggle of power for both temporal and spiritual 
power. The power of the Word brought forth the movement of the Reformation, which 
shattered long-held superstitious and ignorant systems of belief. These include praying to 
dead saints, rosary, indulgences, purgatory, Mariology, Church hierarchy corruption, 
tradition, as well as superstition and lack of biblical knowledge.' 

Much activity and rapid transformation occurred during those years prior to the 
early years of the Reformation which began with Luther nailing his ninety-five theses to 


the door. The Reformation restores freedom to believers in Christ. One freedom restored 
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to the Church is the freedom of expressing religious thought, ideologies and theologies 
throughout the community of the body of Christ without suppression. Another freedom is 
the freedom to worship according to personal conviction and as an individual under God. 
A basic freedom restored to believers at this time was the reinforcement of a personal 
relationship with God including personal prayer and Bible study. The Church and the 
priesthood no longer were the mediators of salvation for the church. People could now 
individually “workout their salvation with fear and trembling.” 

The years that this chapter analyzes are the Pre-Reformation and early 
Reformation years. The main point of using these years is to demonstrate the power of 
enlightened thought or mental transformation brought upon by the word of God or the 
Bible. From this enlightenment of biblical thought, transformation not only came to the 
hierarchy of the Church through the birth of denominations, but also individual believers 
had transformations of the mind, morals, behaviors, and the heart. It created an entirely 
new spiritual environment from which the church as a corporate body and individual 
members would grow into the powerful church of today. This chapter tracks historical 
figures and movements including John Wycliff, Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus, 
Martin Luther, and the Anabaptist movement. Each of them this chapter provides a brief 
biographical sketch. Then this chapter considers their contributions to the Church world 
through their theologies, ideologies, and interpretations of scripture. 

Through this process, this chapter flushes out the evidence to reveal the power of 
the enlightened word of God to bring transformation to the church. It will also reveal the 
chain of Christian revelation between each of these figures that created a church culture 
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where both similar understanding and theology (orthodoxy) must coexist with individual 
expression in Christ (denomination). This chapter reveals how historical figures and their 
revelatory ideas based on the word brought transformation and an entirely new spiritual 
culture in their time. This chapter also discusses how it impacts today’s church world and 
the parameters to modern spiritual culture it brings. The strength of the changes in 
Christianity brought about by the Reformation have been fire tested, shaken, and prove 
that Christians are one body of Christ with many members; in that many denominations 


exist. The church still stands as the light of truth in this world. 


The Reformation 

Some key terms require definition at this point. The base word of reformation is 
reform, which the Webster ’s New World Dictionary defines as “to make better as by 
stopping abuses: impure. It is to cause a person to behave better, or an improvement. It 
can also mean to form again.”* The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church describes 
the Reformation as a: 

Loose term sometimes used to describe an involved series of changes in western 

Christendom between the fourteenth and seventeenth century, but it is more 

commonly restricted to the early sixteenth century...until the early sixteenth 

century divergence from Catholic doctrine was uncommon, but there were more 

frequent attacks upon the financial extraction of the Papacy and the Curia and 

upon their worldliness and involvement in the dynastic politics of Italy.* 


In the initial years of the Reformation before the unrest of the turbulent season of change 


to come, the church labored under a politically and theologically confused Roman 
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Catholic Church. The Reformation as a movement is a totally transforming-breath-of-the- 
Spirit movement to restore the church world of the Middle Ages to a living and growing 
church world out of which comes a foundational revelation upon which the church still 
builds. To look at the power and freedom of the Reformation church one needs to 
examine the years (1309-1439) before the Reformation.° These years prior to the 
Reformation were years in which the church was more of a bureaucracy, concerned with 
temporal power, and involved in corruptions of all kinds. 

The Roman Catholic Church was very politically active as well as interested in 
amassing great wealth through obtaining land, papal taxation, tributes, bribes, and 
indulgences. Other abuses include how some priests called to celibacy did not strictly 
follow it since they had illicit love affairs with adults and children. The Catholic Church 
had had deep internal governing problems in that they experienced the “Babylonian 
Captivity” (1309-72) and the Great Schism (1378-1417). The “Babylonian Captivity” 
occurred when the Roman Catholic Pope moved the Papal seat to Avignon in France, 
bringing the Pope under the heavy influence of France. The Great Schism was a period 
when there were two recognized Popes.’ These governmental problems led to a waning 
influence of the Pope and the Catholic Church and helped to create the spiritual vacuum 


in the hearts of the people. 
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Into this period of Catholic woes came those called to bring reform and vision to 
the church. These early founders are John Wycliff, John Huss, and Savonarola.* Wycliff 
was perhaps the strongest and most influential. From here this chapter follows the trail of 
anointed enlightened thought as it led to paradigm shifts and transformations in 


ideologies and theologies. 


John Wycliff 

England was in a time of asserting herself as a free nation in the battle of Papal 
Supremacy. The Statue of ProVisors stopped the Pope’s appointment of the clergy in the 
Roman Catholic Church of England. The Statute of Praemunire banned taking court cases 
regarding members of the clergy of the English Roman Catholic Church back to the 
Roman courts but required their trying in English courts.” 

At this point, Wycliff—a strong independently-thinking theologian—took up the 
challenge to speak to the Roman Catholic Church on spiritual truth and its inequity with 
Bible basics. His platform was that he taught and studied at Oxford during the duration of 
his call to announce and declare truth to a hardened dark spiritual world. He was aided in 
his call by the politically powerful John of Gaunt who upheld this theologian. From this 
place he rattled the Papacy.'® One of the first understandings of the reform he brought 
was that there should be an overthrowing of immoral clergymen by taking their property. 


He called one of his early works “Civil Dominion” (1376). Here he paints a picture of 
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balanced views of property and morality in church leadership. He simply required moral 
leadership and that property be held in trust for the glory of God. When immorality 
profaned the clergy, civil authorities could take away the property and bestow it upon 
another, more deserving clergyman. This was of course something the dark-hearted 
nobility of England supported so they protected Wycliff. 

Because of the falsity of both the “Babylonian Captivity “and the “Great Schism” 
he openly attacked fundamental dogma of the Roman Catholic Church.'! He attacked the 
Pope (1379) head-on by stating clearly that the Pope was not the head of the Church-- 
Christ was.'” Paige Patterson, in the article “Theology of the Reformers,” discusses 
Wycliff’s revolutionary ideas. One of the most important developments was personal 
accountability to God as judge and king not to the Roman Catholic Church. Paige writes 
in “Theology of the Reformers,” that 

Wycliff divided the church into three parts: The Church Triumphant (including 

the angels from heaven), the church militant on the earth and the church dormant 

in Purgatory. As the church militant contained both wheat and tares, and as no one 
could know for sure in this life which of those one was, neither affiliation with the 
institutional church nor the holding of clerical office guaranteed membership in 
the invisible church, whose “chief abbot” was Christ. It was thus possible to be in 
the church without being of the church.'? 

Further, Wycliff attacked the very top of the church. He firmly believed that “even the 


popes might be among the reprobates, in which case they were not to be obeyed.” 4 


Wycliff asserted that the Bible was the true authority—not the church. He claimed the 
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church should be molded after that which is found in the scripture not the fancy of 
people. By 1382 he completed translating the New Testament in English. Nicholas of 
Hereford completed the translation of most of the Old Testament into English in 1384.!° 
This gave the common person access to the scriptures, and this opened the scriptures to 
the common believer’s personal interpretations and understandings. God’s word again 
spoke to God’s people. Wycliff expressed many other biblically strong views upheld by 
modern orthodox Christianity and denounced strange spiritual and corrupt practices of 


the Roman Catholic Church. 


Desiderius Erasmus 

The Renaissance took place through this period of the Reformation. The term 
Renaissance is Latin and stands for “birth” and “back,” resulting in the idea of the rebirth 
of culture.!° Italy was a prime place for this change of culture, which includes art, 
literature, and culture. During this time, the fall of Constantinople brought many 
manuscripts that revitalized the budding Renaissance with classic and new views that 
were different from that of Western Europe. The manuscripts often included classic 
Greek and ancient philosophies, literature, and original language manuscripts of the 
Bible. The original languages of the Bible became more studied.'” In the second volume 
of The Story of Christianity, Justo L. Gonzalez states, 


But it was not only at the moral level that the church seemed to need the 
reformation. Some among the more thoughtful Christians were becoming 
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convinced that the teachings of the church had also gone astray...Greek became 

more commonly known among Western Scholars, who could now compare the 

Greek text of the New Testament with the Latin Vulgate. From such quarters 

came the conviction that it was necessary to return to the sources of the Christian 

Faith and that this would result in a reformation of existing doctrine and 

practice. !8 
Desiderius Erasmus (ca. 1466-1536) was part of the Biblical Humanists who contributed 
to the transformation of the church world with their emphasis on the original classical 
languages of the Bible. Erasmus was a part of the scholars north of the Alps. These 
scholars devoted themselves to the study of biblical documents in original languages 
although they were familiar with writings of Plato and Aristotle. The Biblical Humanists 
however focused on the Jewish-Christian thought and understanding of antiquity. These 
humanists were ethical and religious. They focused on the scriptures with humanist 
techniques and methods.'? 

Erasmus himself was the illegitimate son of Rogerius Gerarchus.”° He was 
educated and given a spiritual foundation in the Brethren of the Common Life schools— 
offering a strong new general education at a very high quality and seated all over the 
Netherlands and Germany—educated Erasmus when he was young and gave him a 
spiritual foundation. This free school fostered a higher level of Christian life and devotion 


to God.”! As Erasmus grew, he studied at many universities in Europe and England. His 


intellect grew in that he was at ease in all cultures around Europe.” In 1495, he began to 
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study in Paris. Later he accompanied his personal student William Blount to England and 
found his way to Oxford. At Oxford J. Colet encouraged Erasmus to study the New 
Testament. Around 1500 CE, he became a profound student of Greek.”* 

Erasmus criticized the Roman Catholic Church’s abuses in his satirical books The 
Praise of Folly (ca. 1511) and Familiar Colloquies (1518). These books painted quite a 
picture of the bleakness in priestly and monastic life. The different perspective of the 
Biblical Humanist and the Reformer is that the humanist attempted to remain true to the 
church while bringing internal change. The Reformation fought for an entirely new 
church.”* 

Desiderius Erasmus’s greatest contribution to the church was his Greek New 
Testament that was published in 1516.”° This opened the doorway for scholars to clearly 
compare between the church that understood the gospel in the New Testament to the 
church of their day—the Roman Catholic Church. This was a highly transformative 
change in understanding for those generations in regard to both the nature of the church 
and how the church was to operate to meet the needs of God’s People. This is a great 
example of letting the Bible speak for itself. The original language Bible stimulated 
thought and caused mediation on true biblical meaning by transforming worldviews 
(secular and natural), Christian views, and views about the church. This underscores the 
power of the Bible to bring change without the aid of artificial indoctrinations. Early 


Erasmus supported Luther, but he did not support a break with Rome. Erasmus further 
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wrote the Handbook of the Christian Soldier (ca. 1503) and Freewill (ca. 1524). The 


Handbook was an ethical approach to Christianity whereas, the Freewill book upheld the 


human will and spoke of reforming abuses.”° 


Martin Luther 

The great Reformer Martin Luther’s life and times warrant a brief sketch. He was 
born November 10, 1483, in Eisleben, Germany. He also spent some time in the Brethren 
of the Common Life School in Magdeburg and then moved on to school in Eisenach 
between ca. 1498 and ca. 1501. He then entered the University of Erfurt where he studied 
Aristotle. Williams of Ockham influenced Luther’s teacher. William taught that 
revelation is the realm of faith, while reason is that of Philosophy. In 1502, Luther 
graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and in 1505 he obtained a Master of Arts 
degree.’ 

At this time Luther was caught in a great thunderstorm near Stotternheim and 
committed himself to the ministry as a promise to Saint Anne for sparing his life. In 
1507, he was ordained and preformed mass for the first time.”® The book The 
Reformation to the Present Day by Justo L. Gonzalez gives an interesting description of 
Luther as a young priest standing and inquiring of the Lord. This period of his spirit’s 


development and questioning reveals strength of spiritual revelation that later helped him 
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and the church to overcome the spiritual suppression and depression of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Gonzalez writes: 


He therefore spent hours listing and examining all his thoughts and actions, and 
the more sin he found in them. There were times when, at the very moment of 
leaving the confessional, he realized that there was some sin that he had not 
confessed. He would then grow anxious and even desperate, for sin was clearly 
more than conscious action or thoughts. It was a condition, a way of being, 
something that went far beyond the individual sin one could confess to a priest. 
Thus, the very Sacraments of penance, which was supposed to bring relief to his 
sins of sinfulness, actually exacerbated it leaving him in a state of despair.” 


This is a strong description of the torment with which the Roman Catholic Church with 
all its religion brought to Luther. As part of his confusion of faith Luther visited Rome in 
1510 and 1511. This trip opened his eyes to the need for reform while he was there. He 
witnessed both the corruption and luxury of the Roman Catholic Church. 

He was transferred to Wittenberg in 1511 where he would become Martin Luther 
the Reformer. Here he began to study in the original languages of the Bible. At this point 
he came to believe that the only true authority is the bible.*° During this time reading 
Romans 1:17 convinced Luther that “the Just shall live by Faith.”*! For a rather 
expansive view of Luther’s understanding of this one can turn to the following excerpt 
from the Justo L. Gonzalez book The Reformation to the Present Day, which states, 

The answer was surprising Luther came to the conclusion that the “justice of 

God” does not refer, as he had been taught, to the punishment of sinners. It means 

rather that the “justice” or “righteousness” of the righteous is not their own but 

God’s. The “righteousness of God” is that which is given to those who live by 

faith. It is given, not because they are righteous, nor because they fulfill the 

demands of divine, just but simply because God wishes to give it. Thus, Luther’s 


doctrine of “justification by faith” does not mean that what God demands of us is 
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faith, as if this were something we have to do or achieve, and which God then 
rewards. It means rather that both faith and justification are the work of God, a 
free gift to sinners. As a result of this discovery, Luther tells us, “I felt that I had 
been born a new and that the gates of heaven had been opened. The whole of 
scripture gained a new meaning.”°? 

From this point on Luther would base his theology upon these three main points: Sola 
Fide (justification by faith), Sola Scriptura (the ideology that the scriptures are the only 


authority), and Sola Sacerdos (the priesthood of all believers).** 


These were revolutionary 
thoughts in those times and reflect not only a change in the church world but also a 
change within the secular world regarding humanity and the position of humanity to God. 
This discussion requires fleshing out more the authority of scripture and the priesthood of 
the believer. This is because it reveals the great depth of transformation that occurs 
through enlightening the mind and transforming behavior as well as the heart of a person, 
thereby forming a strong and independent person in Christ. Paige Patterson in her article 
“The Theology of the Reformer,” reveals the authority of scripture in greater depth, 
writing: 
The first principle of the Reformation is the conviction that God spoke by means 
of the Holy Spirit to holy ones who wrote that words of God and that the Bible as 
such is the inerrant and sufficient as such the Bible not the church or the 
government in any of its forms was to provide the trajectory for knowing God and 
serving [God].*4 
This elevation of the word to its proper spiritual place of authority allowed for all kinds 


of newness of revelation and transformation of mind, heart, and inner person and 


humanity’s relation to God. It redefined true spiritual kingdom laws and principles that 
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transformed the world and allowed for freedom of growth in the spirit in a continual 
manner down through the ages. 

The next deep transformative thought is that which personally impacts a person in 
self-understanding. Prior to these years, no one would look upon the common person as 
having any great promise or specialness. But through the spiritual transformation 
occurring in the Reformation, the common ideology about humanity changed. One would 
view oneself as more powerful and specially endowed by God. Christ would fulfill the 
promise birthed with a person. The chapter provides two more excerpts with one dealing 
with the priesthood of the believer and the other with the sanctity of common life. 

Justo L. Gonzales, on his understanding of Luther’s understanding of the 
priesthood of the believer, writes that: 

While it is true that all Christians, by virtue of their baptism, are priest, this does 

not mean — as some later interpretations have said — that one is self-sufficient to 

approach God for one’s self. There is a direct communion with God that all 

Christians should enjoy but there is also an organic reality within which all 

communion with God takes place, and that reality is the church. To priest does not 

mean primarily that we are our own individual priest but rather that as part of the 
priestly people of God we are priest for the entire community of belief, that they 
are priest for us - while all of us have the need for the community of the church, 
the doctrine of the universal priesthood of believers strengthens it. It is true that 
access to God is no longer controlled by a hierarchical priesthood. But we still 
stand in need of the community of the believer, the body of Christ, and which 
each member is a priest for the rest, and feeds the rest without such nourishment, 
an isolated member cannot live.*° 

To compliment this view was another view called the “Sanctity of the Common Life.” It 

complements this view as it allowed for the restoration of humanity to pursue a calling 


and gifting outside the church as God wills for God’s great plan. It brought freedom to do 


what God created one to do while being holy and special in God’s sight. Again, The 
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Reformation to the Present Day by Justo L. Gonzalez aids in taking a deeper look at this 


concept. He explains it this way “in the community all have a place or a vocation and all 
occupation as long as they are honest and Godly — are equally valuable before the eyes of 
God. The Monastic life is no holier or worthier than the life of a ruler or of cobbler, for 
all men contribute to God’s design and order.”*° 

The uniqueness of humankind and endowments of God are set free to develop as 
God intended for each person. The call on each person is required in many areas and 
creates a society by allowing the growth of humankind (as individuals), which leads to a 
higher-level society. This newfound faith came to a head with the Roman Catholic 
Church in ca. 1517. When an agent named Johann Fetzel began to sell indulgences by the 
authority of Archbishop Albert. Albert and the pope would each receive half of the 
proceeds. The whole thing angered Luther and on October 31, 1517, Luther nailed the 
ninety-five theses on the door of the castle in Wittenberg.*” 

At this time, the church began to break and transform. Around 1518 Luther met 
the able Philip Melanchthon (1497-1560) who had come to Wittenberg as a professor of 
Greek. Metaxas adds that “While Luther became the great prophetic voice of the 
Reformation, Melanchthon became its theologian.’** Luther declared boldly to Rome that 
the only authority in the storm would not be Church or Pope but the Bible alone. He was 


summoned to appear at the Diet of Augsburg in 1518. At the Diet of Augsburg Cardinal 
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Cajetan demanded that he retract his views. Luther held to the authority of scripture. He 
defied the authority of the pope in faith, morals, and the power of sacraments with faith.°? 

The Roman Catholic Church believed withholding the many sacraments cut off 
the believer from God and salvation. The churched used the sacraments as a method of 
control. Many superstitious beliefs about sacraments were taught as true biblical 
Christianity. Luther and in general most of the reformers broke with traditions in the 
Roman Catholic Church and reduced the number of sacraments to two: baptism and 
communion. One learns how Luther came to this conclusion in The Story of Christianity, 
where it reads “for a rite to be a true sacrament, it must have been instituted by Christ and 
a physical sign of the promise of the gospel — Luther only had two sacraments: baptism 
and communion.””° This freed the modern church from abuses and unscriptural rites, and 
traditions based on ignorance and superstition. Further it freed the church to flourish in 
spirit and in truth. It allowed a freedom of the spirit to work with the members of the 
church by obliterating practices and theology that have no place in scripture. 

In 1520, Luther wrote a series of pamphlets to circulate to the people and broaden 
the base of the young movement. The first pamphlet addressed the German nobility that 
protested the Roman hierarchy. The next was the “Babylonian Captivity” that exposed 
the sacramental system of the Roman Catholic Church. The last pamphlet is “The 
Freedom of The Christian Man.” This decimated Roman Catholic theology by deeply and 


thoroughly dissecting the priesthood of the believer and personal faith in Christ.*! On his 
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way back from the Diet of Augsburg his friends kidnaped him and took him to live safely 


in Wartburg Castle where he lived until 1522. At Wartburg (1521-1522) Luther used 
Erasmus’ edition of the Greek New Testament to translate the New Testament into 
German. By 1534, the whole Bible was translated from the original languages. The Bible 
was so excellent that it became the standard edition of the German language.*” Luther put 
into practice his own theology that priests and nuns should marry. In 1525, he married 
Katharina von Bora (1499-1550) and he renounced his monastic vows. This is often 
thought to be his final break from the church of Rome. Luther and his wife had six 
children together and it seemed a happy home life.” 

The first Diet of Speyer in 1526 was held in Germany to decide the fate of 
Luther’s movement in the princely states of Germany. Here those who followed Luther 
were able to come to a consensus that the ruler of each state should be free to follow his 
conscience in regard to faith. The second Diet of Speyer in 1529 cancelled the first one 
and only legalized Catholicism. Here in fourteen free cities the rulers raised an objection 
and read a protestation. This is where the name Protestant comes from. In the years of 
1531-1542 the Protestant League was formed, which was in effect a league devoted to 
organizing their collective defenses. They planned to defend their faith with the use of 
arms but were not required to do so. As a result, of the peace of the league, northern 
Germany went strongly Lutheran.“ Finally, the Lutheran order of ordination that 


occurred in 1535 broke the Roman Catholic relationship. Luther died in 1546 and 
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Melanchthon became the leader. Part of Luther’s legacy was that he gave large and small 
catechisms along with sermon aids, a system of church government, and the German 


Bible.* 


The Anabaptist Movement 

The original location for the growth of the Anabaptist movement is Switzerland. 
There was more spiritual freedom existed in Switzerland with it being both the home of 
Zwingli and Calvin. The Anabaptist movement is also the forerunner to the current 
Mennonite, Amish, and Hutterite churches. The founder of the church was Conrad Grebel 
(1498-1526). He was part of an upper-class family and received his education at the 
University of Vienna. He also attended the University of Paris. He and other founders of 
the Anabaptist movement worked closely with Zwingli until 1525. The same year 
Zwingli ordered them to stop having Bible studies. In reaction to this, the group involved 
pulled away from the Zwinglian movement and began baptizing its members. Conrad 
Grebel was the first to baptize any of the members and he baptized George Blaurock 
(1492-1429). George Blaurock then baptized Grebel and others. The basic belief about 
baptism is that infant baptism was invalid. Baptism needed to occur when one is making 
public confession of faith. They were named Anabaptist, which meant to rebaptize. 

The Anabaptist movement focused its understanding about Christ, Christians, and 
the church on an essential view. This view was that there is a difference between church 


and the rest of society. While one is born a member of society one can only be born into 
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the church once one makes a personal decision for Christ. As a result, infant baptism had 
no meaning. 

The Anabaptist movement went through great persecution. Both Catholics and 
Protestants persecuted the Anabaptist movement. Persecutors saw Anabaptists as 
dangerous to the government because of their extreme pacifism. Their pacifism comes 
from their interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount. They took Jesus to say that 
Christians should not take up arms to defend themselves. This view was difficult and 
aggravating to the governments of the sixteenth century.*° 

Further, the Anabaptists believed in the separation of church and state. They held 
that to be a member of the church is a personal decision and that being a member of the 
civil society is involuntary. They believed the state had no authority over the church and 
its members. The Anabaptists were also egalitarians. This means women, the ignorant, 
and poor have the same rights as all others. The equality of all persons is an important 
change of the religious environment for the future. The Anabaptists also help foster a 
spirit of religious tolerance for future moves of God. This helps to encourage the equality 
and meaningfulness of all people. 

Another aspect to the beliefs of the Anabaptist movement is their congregational 
view of church authority. Other reformers were also inclined this way. In this type of 
church, authority was given to all members who were baptized upon their own voluntary 


confession of the Lordship of Christ in their lives. So, each member in the congregational 
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style of the Anabaptists functioned as a priest to fellow believers and a missionary to 
those who are not of the faith of Christ.*” 

In this style of church government, the entire membership played an equal role in 
decision-making. This led to a rather interesting way in deciding doctrine and authority of 
scripture. To decide these things, they built a consensus within their local gathering. Each 
member could express their ideas, and all were to critically listen. Church discipleship 
was also corporate in that they were to help to encourage and support each other to live 
out their faith, and this was a part of their Anabaptist responsibilities.*® 

There are many differing groups that have variations in belief. The basic reason 
for so many variations is the core belief that it is the individual believer’s right to 
interpret scripture in the believer’s own literal and final authority. This creates a 
seemingly chaotic movement without cohesion and results in a bunch of small groups 
without clear beliefs.” However, one group of the Anabaptists that rather profoundly 
affected the spiritual world as well as the modern-day church is the Moravians. One can 
trace this back to Balthasar Hubmaier (1480-1528) and his band. 

Hubmaier was an early Anabaptist with a Doctor of Theology degree from the 
University of Ingolstadt. In his pastorate at Waldshut, he met Swiss radicals. He along 
with three hundred others were baptized by an effusion in 1525 as the result of 


persecutions, he fled to Zurich. Banished from Zurich he took up residence in Morava 
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where he became the leader of thousands of converts to the Anabaptism found in Morava. 
He eventually burned at the stake in 1528 and his wife was drowned in the Danube.°? 

The Moravian peoples which Balthasar Hubmaier led came out of the movement 
founded by John Huss known as the Bohemian Brother. John Wycliff’s work originally 
highly influenced this movement. The Moravians continued under Count von Zinzendorf 
(1700-1760) in the movement of pietism. This move was centered on the heart 
regeneration. They believed the Christian experience required a spiritual birth in the heart 
which made Christian doctrine real to persons. 

Zinzendorf was the grandson of a noblemen who left his homeland of Austria for 
religious convictions. Zinzendorf studied law at the University of Wittenberg; but his 
heart was in ministry. Meanwhile the old Hussite movement in Bohemia and Moravia 
experienced revival under Christian David. They looked for a place of refuge. The place 
that became home to this movement was Zinzendorf’s estate in 1722. There this group 
became an established community known as Herrnhut, which means “the Lord’s Watch.” 
This term also infers part of the lasting legacy of this group as the hundred years of 
nonstop prayer they began at this time.>! This place is the birthplace of many things in the 
spirit and encourages many modern-day prayer movements such as the International 
House of Prayer in Kansas City. 

In 1727, Zinzendorf became the guide of the movement who led them into a 
strong missionary-minded movement. He was ordained by the movement. This 


missionary view greatly influenced another move by John Wesley. He was on the ship 
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Simmonds bound for Savannah, Georgia. When great storms hit the ship, the great calm 
of a group of Moravians moved Wesley. They explained their assurance in Christ and led 
him to a greater relationship with God. He visited Herrnhut during the summer of 1738, 
and this impacted Wesley.> This all directly influenced the Great Awakening in New 


England and the Methodist movement. 


Assessing the Reformation Era 

There are many key points to truly examine, ponder, and commit to memory as 
part of the guiding wisdom and understanding of the movement of God through the 
Reformation and its legacy. Each person or movement discussed brought much to the 
momentum from the Middle Ages to a more modern Christianity with word-abiding truth 
about God and humankind as its hallmark. This chapter now lays out and tests the key 
revelations of this period to reveal the basic power of the word to bring transformation. 
The first principle to examine is the basic fact that all this change in the body of Christ 
during the Reformation was based on conviction on individual men’s hearts about the 
true meaning of scripture.°* A convicted word or revelation is a revelation or true 
meaning of a verse or verses that so convict the heart of the discerner that they are under 


grace to speak it forth and stand up against the persecution.** The Holy Spirit convicts the 
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person of the word’s actual meaning and then gives that person the integrity of heart to 
speak forth the truth to the body of Christ.°° 

Clearly, the Holy Spirit directed the entire move and used it all to bring lasting 
change at the time of the Reformation with all the different ministers and different 
ministries restoring different aspects of the truth. Although at times truth bombards the 
church it is a work of the Spirit directing the entire transformation.*° Another point is that 
the power of the word spoke to the reformers and that alone is where they received their 
knowledge of truth about God and the personal power to stand as God used them to 
restore truth to the body of Christ.°’ Neither angelic encounters nor other supernatural 
means brought forth revelation; it was studying, pondering, and seeking God.>* Time 
alone in the word brings forth truth from God.°? All the reformers believed and studied 
God’s word as the final authority. Concentrated study brought greater and greater 
freedom and brought light to the body of Christ. The restorative truth of one reformer 
built upon that of another, and this resulted in an entirely new church from what existed 


during the Middle Ages. 
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Also, men and women called as powerfully as these reformers require a 
committed life that stayed the course throughout life. They endured hardship and 
persecution and their commitment and strength of Christian character shines through. The 
word of truth they restored to the body of Christ had the enabling power of grace on it to 
withstand the fire of change to the spiritual world it would bring. They had courage and 
kept their eyes on Christ.*! 

Persecution often comes with new biblical truth. This occurs in part due to the 
confusion of the old truth contrasting with a new truth and discerning God’s will. 
However, the evil nature of humankind exists and the devil fights for control of the new 
move to prevent the move from going forward into the place of God’s will in Christ. This 
creates a static environment with a lot going on from all sides. Another key revelation is 
that beliefs that seemed radical during the Reformation seem completely normal today.© 


So, one must seek the Holy Spirit in spiritual matters on radical movements because the 


Holy Spirit may be restoring truth through them.™ 


Conclusion 
To summarize, God is amazing in how God can work through so many people 


and creatively destroy the old and birth the new. Also, that so many great vessels of God 


6! Kris Volloton and Bill Johnson, The Supernatural Ways of Royalty (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny 
Image Publishers, Inc., 2006), 109. 


© John Bevere, Good or God?: Why Good without God Isn’t Enough (Palmer Lake, CO: 
Messenger International, 2015), 163. 


63 John Eckhardt, God Still Speaks: How to Hear and Receive Revelation from God for Your 
Family, Church and Community (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2009), 37. 


64 Diarmaid MacCulloch, The Reformation: A History (New York, NY: Penguin Group, Inc., 
2003), 179. 


Td 


were alive and operating for the kingdom during the Reformation to bring total rebuilding 
of the foundation of the church is unbelievable. This chapter examines each of the 
reformers to reveal their commitment to Christ and their purity in the word both to live 
and bring revelation of the word to the church. Wycliff opened the door to change by 
speaking and imparting to the heart of believers the truth of the highest authority being 
the word of God. He also wrote an English-language Bible putting the Bible in 
everyone’s hands in the English-speaking world. Desiderius Erasmus was another key 
believer of the Bible. He brought out much truth about the scripture. Also, his great 
contribution to the church was the Greek New Testament, which provided even greater 
depth on the original intent of scripture. This very work brought Luther to his 
understanding of “the just shall live by faith.” Luther founded his great break from the 
Roman Catholic Church on his belief that the Bible and it alone was the final authority— 
not the pope, the church, or tradition. From that platform he took on the whole Roman 
Catholic world. His break with the Roman Catholic Church brought forth a new era of 
power and freedom from which many denominations flowed. 

The final movement that this chapter examined was the Anabaptist movement, 
which restored public confession of baptism. It also brought the important concept of 
separation of church and state, and the equality of women, the ignorant, and poor. 
Anabaptism became a place where people were blessed to live in equality. All these 
moves required revelation of the word from the Holy Spirit, and each brought the church 
deeper out of the darkness. 

The power of the word of God as a leader and guide is totally clear as these 


movements flowed throughout the era of the Reformation. It set the Protestant movement 
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on a firm foundation and set the church free to develop along true biblical lines. The 
word of God is at the center of the Reformation and this study of the word of God 
brought forth the transformation. It transformed the church structure by adding multiple 
denominations and it also changed Christianity to a religion of the heart. Christianity 
became a personal choice that true believers make, and personal devotion of prayer and 
Bible study is a part of the lifestyle of a true believer. God’s truth was being restored to 
God’s people. The Reformation was a great movement that showed the power of the 


word to bring change and transformation and God’s truth to the world.™ 
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CHAPTER FOUR 


THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS 


This section of the research will be focused on the theological concepts behind the 
project study. These theological concepts explain the power of the word of God and its 
spiritual authority to accomplish all the project is aiming to prove. Giving the project a 
biblical, historical, and theologically practical base of doctrinal truth. The orthodox 
Christian thought will establish the strength of the practical or working truth of the word 
of God in everyday human life. It is the practical human life that the Doctor of Ministry 
Project is revealing the power of transformation in a human life based on the word. 

The problem this research is attempting to answer is rooted in the problem that 
many Christians do not have a personal character change to a Christ formed character 
after they are born again. A born-again Christian takes their birth into the body of Christ 
from John 3:5-6. In this passage Nicodemus is told by Jesus Christ we must be born from 
above or spiritually born to be of the kingdom of heaven. Jesus reveals this new nature 
born in man when he receives Christ in his heart with these words “verily, verily I tell 
you no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is 
born of the flesh is flesh and what is born of the Spirit is Spirit” (Jn. 3:5). Once we are 
spiritually born, the Bible goes on to say in 2 Corinthians 5:17 “so if anyone is in Christ, 
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away: seeing that everything became 


new. 
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It is from this new position of a spiritual man that God’s plan for man is to grow 
up into the headship of Christ. Here in Ephesians 4:13, God, clearly says his maturing 
goal for mankind is “until all of us come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of 
the Son of God to maturity to the measure of the full stature of Christ.” 

However, most of the body of Christ is struggling with their sinful problems. The 
problems range from addictions to hardness of heart, and beyond. It is the process of 
overcoming and being transformed to live and be this new creature which is empowered 
by the relationship the Christian engages in with the word of God. 

It is the problem of coming out of the shell of the old man to the fullness of this 
new spiritual creation which is being addressed. It is the power of the word of God to 
bring transformation into a new creature that is the subject of this project research design. 
The subject of the word is to be a transforming agent to our true selves, which is found in 
James 2:23. It states, “For if any are hearers of the Word and not doers, they are like 
those who look at themselves in the mirror: for they look at themselves and, going away, 
immediately forget what they look like but those who look into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty and persevere, not hearers who forget but doers who act, they will be blessed in 
their doing” (Jas. 2:23). 

To further point out the power of God to transform man through personal time 
with Him through the word, 2 Corinthians 4:18 states, “and all of us, with unveiled faces, 
seeing the glory of the Lord as though reflected in a mirror are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord, the 
Spirit.” He is the mirror in both scriptures which brings everlasting change. We must look 


in this mirror and spend time with Him in the word to be transformed. Further, we are to 
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be changed into His image. The word reflects His image and powerfully changes our 
image to His as we are spending time listening to, teaching and praying the word. The 
term “reflection” of the mirror really brings out the depth of discloser of God in the word 
and also of the depth of power to transform the Christian deep within. For we are all truly 
exposed before the word and His image is exposed to us. God looks into us and we look 
into Him. Through this process we are changed into His image. 

The theme of this theological chapter and project is developing strong Christ-like 
character through Bible based logos teaching, prayer, and through the programs of Kzoo 
Prayer Center. The desired outcome is the transformation of the old man of sin to the new 
creature in Christ. From this overall theme, the specific focus of this theology chapter is 
the authority and power of the word from which the transformation flows. It is a study of 
the word itself as the agent of change in the transformation process. 

There are several questions that are raised from this presupposition that must be 
answered for fuller understanding and assurance. Is the Bible the source of all truth? 
Where does the power arise from in the Bible? What is the substance or fount from which 
the power flows? What is the eternal strength of the word’s power? The answer to these 
questions is in the following presentation of Bible theology, historical theology, 
Systematic Theology, practical ministry and insights and conclusions. Each section will 
clearly lay out the research subject matter dealing with the word. Before we reach the 
discussion on theology, there will be a brief overview of the biblical foundation chapter 
and the historical foundation chapter from which we will build off from. 

The biblical foundation chapter is based on the passage of scripture found in 


Jeremiah 31:31-34 this passage is often known as the New Covenant passage. It is the 
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first place in scripture where the New Covenant is named. There are measuring rods in 
this scripture as chief places of restoring Christ like character by the New Covenant. This 
is found in verse thirty-three which states, “but this is the covenant I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God and they shall be my people.” The three 
places where all commentaries consider the chief places of restoration are the mind, 
“within” (inner man), and the heart or emotions. Each one of these needs’ transformation 
through the New Covenant. So, the Bible in the New Covenant transforms the old mind 
to the mind of Christ, the weak old man to more than a conqueror, and the heart into a 
loving serving Christ like person. These three areas are the three areas to be studied for 
the transformation in the Doctor of Ministry Project. 

The historical foundation chapter is a study of the power of the word to transform 
man as well as all society. The overall plan of the chapter was to reveal the power of the 
word during the Reformation period, which revolutionized the Christian world. A very 
good understanding of the concept is given here by Luther as quoted in the article Church 
Authority and Scripture Authority. “Concluding a sermon preached on Monday after 
Invocavit, 1522 Luther said precisely this about the Word “I simply taught, preached, and 
wrote God’s Word: otherwise I did nothing. And while I slept or drank Wittenberg beer 
with my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the Word to greatly weakened the Papacy that no 
prince or empire ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did nothing: the Word did everything 


to which we might express a hearty Amen.”! 
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The historical foundations chapter covers the lives of these interwoven men: John 
Wycliff, Desiderius Erasums, Martin Luther, and the Anabaptists movement. They were 
men and movements who provided the church with the successive steps back from 
church traditionalism to New Testament Christianity. They did this by their translations 
and work with the original languages of the Bible, which the power of the word under 
intense study brought forth powerful transformation in society and personal walks with 
Christ. 

Both the biblical and historical chapters reveal the power of the word as ratified 
with the New Covenant. They lay at the foundation of this theology chapter, their 
elevation of the word as a testimony to God and to the lives of men. Due to these living 
testimonies, the theological thought that underpinned this great power of both the 
doctrine of the inspiration of the word and Logos Theology. Both the Systematic and 
Charismatic Theology lens will be used to establish doctrine and investigate the workings 


of inherit power of the word. 


Theology 
As part of the introductory notes the most basic doctrine of theology of the word 
will be examined. This doctrine is the doctrine of revelation. This doctrine answers the 
basic question of how God communicates to the world and how the word is to be 
received by man. The term revelation according to Owen C. Thomas and Helen Wondra 
means, “Revelation implies the removal of a vail and a disclosure of what has been 
hidden the Word also carries notions of manifestations, appearance, and truth. In 


Christian theology Revelation is first and foremost a Revelation of God, with the 
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understanding that God reveals a truthful, reliable, and comprehensible expression of 


who God is and what God wills and does.” 

Another definition found in Oxford Concise Dictionary of the Christian Church 
gives this view, “In Christian theology the Word is used both of the body of truth which 
God discloses and the process by which He communicates of it . . . Traditionally 
Protestants have held that all Revelation is sufficiently contained in the Bible. 

Catholics . . . also to be unwritten traditions of the church.’ 

In traditional Christian thought there are two types of revelation. One form of 
revelation is known as general revelation, which speaks to all mankind and creation of 
glory and power as God. The other is special revelation which reveals God more 
intimately to His people through the Bible. The reason for general and special revelation 
is given by Kevin Connor “the fact that man is created but fallen being indicates his need 
of a Revelation of God unless God takes the initiative and reveals Himself to many men, 


994 


it is impossible for men to discover or know God.’ For a more detailed picture of 


general revelation the concept is laid out by Owen Thomas, “In Christian theology 
General Revelation sometimes called Original or Universal Revelation is God’s self- 
disclosure in the creation, in the moral consciousness of humanity, in history, and in 


human reason.” Each of the named elements of universal revelation are proclaimed in 
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man to man. The creation itself exclaims intelligent design and reveals God as the 
designer. Moral consciousness is “a knowing with in oneself.” This reveals that all men 
have a moral compass proclaiming right from wrong which was created by a moral God.° 
Then the revelation of God in history of the nations of the world must also be considered. 
Clearly, found in the Bible in the text Psalms 75:7 but it “is God executes Judgment, 
putting down one and lifting up another.” 

The other form of revelation is special revelation is more specific and personal. 
General revelation is to all mankind. It is available to all the nations of the earth.’ For a 
clear definition of special revelation given by Kevin Connor in his book The Foundation 
of Christian Doctrines it states, “Special Revelation refers to those acts of God whereby 
He reveals Himself and His will to a specific person.’”® 

Owen Thomas book Introduction to Theology provides a more in-depth picture of 
special revelation. Here is his definition, “In Christian Theology, Special Revelation is 
God’s self-disclosure in the history of Israel, that is, in the events recorded and 
interpreted in the Bible, culminating in the coming of Christ and in the promised and 
anticipated world to come. Special Revelation is personal. Personhood is more fully 
revealed in dealing with persons than with things.”? 

According to Owen Thomas special revelation is that the acts and words of God 


are special revelation received by the prophet through supernatural means and interpreted 
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and recorded by biblical writers. In the New Testament special revelation is a “union of 


the words and acts of Jesus.”!° 


Inspiration of Scripture 


Biblical Theology 
An important statement is found in a Theology of the New Testament by George 
Elden Ladd and reads as follows: 


As the Word of God, the gospel is indeed a divine communication, and it includes 
facts, trues, and doctrines. However, if the gospel does no more than 
communicate facts and doctrines, it has been reduced to a level of human 
tradition. In the Word, God communicates not only facts about redemption and 
trues about Himself: God communicates Himself, salvation, and eternal life. The 
Word of God is both the report about a redemptive event, for in the word of the 
cross, the crucified Himself confronts human beings to communicate to the 
benefits of His redeeming death.'! 


The Bible unlike any other book is a living document which imparts life and truth to the 
believer. In Wayne Grudem’s Systematic Theology an Introduction to Bible Doctrine, he 
defines inspiration with this statement, “A term referring to the fact that the words of 
scripture are spoken by God. Because of the weak sense of this in ordinary usage, this 
text prefers the term “God — breathed “‘to indicate that the words of scripture are spoken 


by God.”! 


0 Thomas and Wondra, Introduction to Theology, 32. 


'! George Eldon Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 
Eerdmans Publishing, 1993), 652. 


2 Wayne Grudem, Systematic Theology: An Introduction to Biblical Doctrine (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 2000), 1247. 
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The inspiration of scripture is proven in scripture in many places. One of the most 
profound places for this internal evidence is 2 Peter. It appears that the young church at 
this time was struggling with false prophets (2 Peter 2: 1-2). Throughout the book of 2 
Peter, apostolic truth is given importance as normative and an anchor of truth. The 
apostolic witness is given the description of a highest and holy word or a “holy 
commandment.” The reference to this in 2 Peter is found in Peter 3:2 which says “that 
you should remember the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets, and the 
commandments of the Lord and Savior spoken through your Apostles.” This passage 
gives strength to the understanding of the power of the word and the purity of its witness 
by the authors of scripture. 

Another outstanding point brought out by this scriptural book is the biblical 
meaning and understanding of the original apostles about the inspiration of the Bible. The 
statement is found in 2 Peter1:20 -21 which reads, “First of all you must understand this, 
that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s one interpretation, because no prophecy 
ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from 
God.” George Eldon Ladd in Theology of the New Testament comments on this scripture 
by stating: 

The first part of the passage is difficult. It may stand in refutation of the gnostic 

enthusiasts who claimed to have a new word from God that supplemented the 

received gospel. It then means that the interpretation of Scripture is of Apostolic 
truth ... To be sure, 2 Peter is contrasting the truth of Scripture with the “myths 

“(1:16) of the Gnostics; but it does so by authenticating Scripture because of the 

inspiration of its authors. The author implies that the only source of divine truth is 


Scripture, because its authors were inspired, and therefore are able to write the 
divine truth. !? 


'3 Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, 652. 
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Peter also in this book attest to the prophetic message the apostles witnessed to Christ in 
2 Peter 1:19, “So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well 
to be attentive to this as to a lamp shinning in the dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts.” As a fully confirmed prophetic message we are “to be 
attentive to this as a lamp “or light in a dark place. Ladd’s book gives this comment about 
this verse, “Prophecy then is light shining from the future upon the dark present to enable 
God’s people to make their way in the world. It is in no way a full blueprint of the 
future.”"4 

As a final comment in 2 Peter, Peter gives his apostolic approval to Paul’s writing 
as scripture and equal to the Old Testament scripture. The verse referring to this is 2 Peter 
3:16 which says, “Speaking of this as he does in all his letters. There are some things in 
them hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, 
as they do the other Scriptures.” 

This exposition of 2 Peter sets out the Bible truths of the biblical understandings 
of the inspiration of scripture. It is the most important and central point in having a true 
and right relationship with our Creator that the word is without blemish and true. It is the 
true explanation of God and the laws and rules of the kingdom. 

Another scripture to look at briefly is found in Hebrew 1:1-2 which reveals, “long 
ago God spoke to our ancestors in many ways and various ways by the prophets but in 
these last days He has spoken to us by a Son, whom He appointed heir of all things 
through whom He also created the worlds.” This scripture shows that in the Old 


Testament the prophet, priest, and kings who authored the scripture were spoken to by 


4 Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, 652. 
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God through visions, dreams, thiophanes, angelic appearances, and prophets which were 
only partial revelation. In the New Testament, a fuller revelation of God was given and 
that is the person and life of Jesus Christ the God — Man. Jesus was both revealer of God 
and witness to God. Jesus allowed God to speak fully as Himself to the people. 

It is also in Hebrews that Jesus is revealed as the High Priest and seen as “the 
surety” of a better covenant (Heb. 7:22). He is also a mediator of a New Covenant. This 
New Covenant is the New Testament. The New Testament is the current covenant that 
rules over the world. Just as in the biblical foundations chapter, the passage of Jeremiah 
31:31-34 is restated in Hebrews 8:10-11. It is where the power of the New Covenant is 
addressed. The power of the New Covenant in which man lives is seen here in Ladd’s 
book, “the new covenant will be different from the old, in that it will put Gods laws into 
their minds and write them on their hearts . . . The New Covenant will bring with it a new 
dimension of inwardness. God’s people will obey His will because of an inner 
motivation, not because of a written external law they will experience an immediate 
knowledge of God.”° 

The word and its power to transform are openly accepted from these passages 
from Hebrews. Hebrews is thought to be of the apostolic witness of Paul. Thereby its 
legal and spiritual standing is made clear here and is accepted by heaven and the true 
church. Andrew Murray makes a strong statement in his book the Holiest of All on these 
passages in Hebrews. Murray says, “Men’s word appeals to the mind or the will, the 


feelings or passions, God speaks to what is deeper than all the heart, that central depth 


'S Ladd, A Theology of the New Testament, 628. 
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with us that dwells the issues of life. Let us believe the might, quickening power that 


God’s Word will have.”!® 


Historical Theology 

The special importance of the Bible and the high place of authority over the 
church universal of its position is rooted in its divine supernatural origins. Within the 
pages of the God inspired text is the holy stories, biographies of Christ, spiritual laws of 
the universe, wisdom of the Church Fathers and prophecy of the consummation of all 
things. A text with such promise for man from God has been created for both spiritual 
insight and godly wisdom.'’ 

For a basic text which speaks to the church world down through the ages on the 
inspiration of scripture is 2 Timothy 3:16-17, which says, “all scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness so that everyone who belongs to God maybe proficient, equipped for every 
good work.” 

The early church was in agreement that the scripture was inspired. Louis Berkhof 
in Systematic Theology says, “The recognition of the Bible as a special revelation of God 
depends on the conviction that the authors were inspired by the Holy Spirit.”!® The 
church in the early centuries until the sixteenth century stood on the word of God as the 


infallible word of God. The Jewish faith also held that the Old Testament was totally 


'6 Andrew Murray, The Holiest of All (New Kensington, PA: Whitaker House, 2004), 44. 


'7 Alistar McGrath, Christian Theology: An Introduction (London, UK: Wiley Blackwell, 2011), 
135. 


'8 Lois Berkhof, Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Williams B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, 1996), 144. 
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written by the inspiration of God. For them the rock of this understanding is the divinely 
given law to Moses and His people. The desired spiritual authority of the prophets and his 
holy writing was also considered to be inspired and infallible. The Church adopted this 
view of the Old Testament. Jesus, the apostles, and writers of the New Testament also 
validate this view.!? Further, this view of scripture was passed on and believed in by the 
early Church Fathers. One such early father is Cyril of Alexander who is quoted by David 
Kneup who described Cyril’s understanding of the inspiration of the authors and apostles 
of the New Testament. The quote is as follows, “as Crawford convincingly argues Cyril 
“regards the Spirit as the agent responsible for the origination of Scripture in both Old 
Testament and New Testament. .... scripture arises by a process of the Spirit indwelling 
human authors who inspire composition, and in this process nether side of the equation — 
ether human or divine agency — can be reduced to the other.””° 

Along with the inspiration as defined by Cyril as a leading reason for the authority 
of scripture other quotes show the power of its apostolic origins as important as well. The 
traditions of the Elders were to lean on and learn of all that the first century church’s 
beliefs and acts. Their witness and firsthand experiencers of the resurrected Christ and the 
early church is foundational. A quote from the powerful early father of the church 
Irenaeus is: 

Such is the evidence of Irenaeus. Papias himself in the introduction to his writings 

makes no clam to be a hearer and an eyewitness of the holy Apostles, but to have 

received the contents of the faith from those that were known to them, he tells us 


in his own words: “I shall not hesitate to set down for you along with my 
interpretation all things which I learned from the Elders with care and recorded 


'? Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 144. 


°° David Kneip, “Cyril of Alexandrea and the Inspiration of Scripture: A Note,” St. Viadimir’s 
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utsdayton.idm.oclc.org/login.aspx ?direct=true=rfh& An=ATLAi9KZ18 1008001925 &site=ehost.-live. 


22 


with care, being well assured of their truth. For, unlike most men, I took pleasure 
not in those who had much to say but in those that teach the truth; not in those that 
recorded strange precepts, but in those that relate such precepts as were given to 
the faith from the Lord and are derived from the truth itself. Besides, if ever any 
man came who had been a follower of the Elders, I would inquire about the 

saying of the Elder: what Andrew said, or Peter, or Philip, or Thomas, or James, 
or John, or Matthew, or any other of the Lord’s disciples and what the Aristion 
says, and John the Elder, who are disciples of the Lord. For I did not consider that 
I got so much profit from the content of the books as from the utterances of a 
living and abiding voice.””! 


As part of this respect to the Apostles this stature of apostolic tradition was often equal to 
the inspiration of scripture. This trait in Pre-Reformation Era had led to weakening the 
ultimate authority of the written word.”* Also, the mystics who had a special relationship 
with the Holy Spirit tended to under value the inspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
However, overall, this was not a serious problem for the whole church about the authority 
of scripture.” 

After the Reformation Era, many theologians and movements appeared which 
opposed “the Church Doctrine of Inspiration.” They often attacked the views of the 
Reformers attempting to twist them against the divine authority of scripture. This, 
however, was not the view of the Reformation leaders who held narrow traditional views 
of inspiration. The Reformer believed the Holy Spirit authorized every jot and tittle of the 
Bible. They understood the human writers to have obtained dictation from the Holy 
Spirit. They also believed during dictation that the New Testament author’s minds and 


personalities were not suppressed. This was the normal view of the time.”* 


*1 Henry Bettenson and Chris Mannder, Documents of the Christian Church (New York, NY: 
Oxford University Press, 2011), 28. 


2 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 145. 
3 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 145. 


4 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 145. 


93 
Later, theologians were more focused about inspiration and tried to understand the 


meaning and process of inspiration. Some of these later theologians would “reduce the 
inspired man, when under the influence of the Holy Spirit, to the level of an unconscious 


unintelligent instrument.”?° 


Systematic Theology 

To begin with the study of the Systematic Theology of the doctrine of scripture 
this statement of the overall meaning of the doctrine of scripture will be given: 

The Holy Scriptures are a revelation of God, coming from God, and flowing 

through and to man they are the only inspired and infallible divine revelation ever 

given to man and are the supreme authority in all matter of faith and morals. The 

Scriptures were plenary — verbally inspired. The Holy Spirit breathed on human 

vessels the very thoughts and words He wanted written. This Word flowed 

through human channels involving their emotions, personalities and frames of 

reference, without violating such. The Holy Spirit guarded and preserved each 

thought, faze and word from any error, omission or inaccuracy.”° 
This statement covers the issues and interpretations and understanding of the Holy Bible. 
It is deeply clear from this understanding of scripture that God is involved in every aspect 
of the writing. The importance of this for the church is that the Bible preserves the truths 
of the apostolic witness to Christ and His teaching, miracle, and prophecy. Also, because 
of their personal relationship with Christ, the apostles received strong true apostolic 
authority revelation. For example, Revelation, written by the Apostle John, which is the 


preserving of this authority and truth, was imparted supernaturally to him by the Holy 


Spirit. 


°5 Berkhof, Systematic Theology, 145. 
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In the book Miracles the Creditability of the New Testament Accounts, the 


statement is made: 

The Gospels are ancient biographies about a recent character for whom many 

sources remained, they are thus not analogous to collections of mythology, (like 

those by Aollodorus or Ovid) or novels (like those by Pethronius or 

Helidodonus) . . . They do report healing and prophecies, but we know from 

Paul’s writings that early Christians truly believed that these events were 

genuinely occurring in their time just as probably the majority of Christians in 

most parts of the world believed are occurring in their time This claim not in 

some theoretical sense but that He and in some passages the church believed in 

was participating in the experience of such phenomena.”’ 
Another witness to the power of the apostolic commission scripture is found in the 
Introduction to Theology, which states, “we know of the revelation in the first instance 
only through the testimony of those who first received it the Prophets and Apostles. What 
we have in the Bible is not the direct testimony of these Prophets and Apostles of their 
testimony to the revelation but the first written deposit of their testimony to the 
Revelation.””* 

To clearly understand the importance of the establishment of scripture as inspired 
and final authority, an unpacking of the basic doctrine is needed. A working definition of 
authority can be found in the article “The Authority of Scripture” by Richard Mayhue, 
which says authority means the right or power to command action, compliance, to 
determine belief or custom, expecting obedience from those under authority and in turn 


giving responsible account for the claim of right or power.’ Along with this definition of 


theological thought as authority pertains to all, “original authority and ultimate authority 


27 Craig S. Keener, Miracles the Credibility of the New Testament Accounts, vol. 2 (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Academic, 2011), 69. 


28 Thomas and Wondra, Introduction to Theology, 32. 
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reside with God and God alone.’””*? All authority resides in the Lord God, Creator of the 


universe and time. 

In juxtaposition from authority is the concept of inspiration. The Bible is called 
inspired from God Himself in 2 Timothy 3:16 which reads, “all Scripture is given by the 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof and correction, for 
instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect thoroughly furnished 
onto all good works.” It is in this passage that inspiration really means “God breathed.” 
There are several different points that should be looked at regarding “God breathing.”*! 
First “God breathing” would seemingly be the person of the Holy Spirit imparting to the 
believer. This claim will be followed through scripture. God breathed on Adam. A man 
of clay and a soul was placed within him. This is found in Genesis 2:7 “then the Lord 
God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and the man became a living being.”*? 

Another revealing scripture about the breath of God is found in Job 32: 8 which 
says, “But truly it is the spirit in a mortal, the breath of the Almighty that makes for 
understanding.”*? A clear scripture actually naming the “breath” as the Holy Spirit is 
found in John 20:22.”** When he had said this, “He breathed on them and said to them 
receive the Holy Spirit” there are two points to consider. The first point is that the Holy 


Spirit or the “breath of God” has the ability to speak his message to man as He did the 


3° Mayhue, “The Authority of Scripture,” 228. 

3! Connor, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, 25. 
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authors of the Bible. Kevin Conner in The Foundation of Christian Doctrine states, 
“Naturally speaking is the act of drawing air into lungs; inhalation; the act of breathing 
into. With regard to the Scripture it speaks of the influence of the Spirit of God on the 
mind and soul of man; the divine influence exerted on the writers of Scripture by which 
they are instructed.”*> Webster’s Dictionary defines “inspiration as the supernatural 
influence of the spirit of God on the human mind, by which the prophets and apostles and 
sacred writers were qualified to set forth divine truth without any mixture of error.”*° 

Another thought is that not only is the revelation breathed into the writers of 
scripture but also is breathed into the believer who reads the Bible bringing change and 
transformation. It is the power in the breath that houses the mind, inner man, and the 
heart, which creates the change which the project is trying to prove. It brings life and 
truth, alight into the believer’s soul by the power of the breath. It opens the mind with 
illumination, changes the motives within the heart and creates an overcomer in the inner 
man. It recreates man just as it originally created Adam. Further, it breaths the laws into 
the inner man and mind. 

The infallibility of the word is another basic idea found in the inspiration of 
scripture doctrine. The infallibility of scripture’s basic principle is “incapable of error, 
exception from any liability to make mistakes.”>’ “It is the setting forth of divine truth 
without any mixture of error.”* So, it really is the purity of the word as God had 


originally intended without any human inference. The purity of the word is where the 


35 Connor, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, 25. 
36 Connor, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, 25. 
37 Connor, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, 38. 
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word derives its ultimate authority and its power from the spirit world. For example, the 
Bible in Psalms 12: 6 says, “the words of the Lord are pure words like silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, purified seven times.” Another powerful scripture implying the purity of 
the word and that man must eat and ingest the word for life itself. It is life sustaining. In 
Matthew 4:4, it states, “but He answered, “It is written one does not live by bread alone, 
but every word that comes from the mouth of God.” Another passage backing up 
infallibility is Proverbs 35 “every word of God is pure He is a shield to those who put 
their trust in Him.” Psalms 18:30 states, “as for God His ways are perfect; the word of the 
Lord is proven; He is a shield to all who trust in Him.”*? 

To take this further, the theological term of inerrancy and the part it plays in 
creating the word of God must be analyzed. A basic description of the whole package is 
“the words and statements of the Bible are infallibly inspired and therefore that the words 
of Scripture are the sole criterion on theology and faith. The Biblical authors are believed 
flutes or pens in the hands of the Lord.’*° Those in the Hellenistic minds of the early 
church, saw the biblical writers as under God’s dictation with a rational and critical mind 
suspended. This was the view past the eighteenth century.*! Over the centuries, inerrancy 
was not seen as narrowly literal.*” The church interpreted the Bible as having layers of 
meaning “literal meaning, allegorical, anagogical, and typological meaning.” 

In current society, as well as theological circles the problem of inerrancy is real. 


They have several arguments that need consideration; it is precisely because of these 


3° Connor, The Foundations of Christian Doctrine, 25. 
40 Thomas and Wondra, Introduction to Theology, 43. 
41 Thomas and Wondra, Introduction to Theology, 43. 
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divergent views of biblical inerrancy we have a divided church. The first argument is the 
denial or diminishing of the full humanity of Christ. The second argument is that the 
Bible when seen as the ultimate authority about sciences creates friction between the 
Christian world and the scientific world. The third argument makes many social issues in 
theory the same and equal authority with scripture. However, in practicality, there are 
some social issues such as the placement of women and homosexuals that create hostility 
toward biblical views. It makes many people reject the Bible and its doctrine as 
normative for the Christian life.** 

Another aspect of the relationship of the Christian, the church world, and the 
Bible is the matter of binding and loosing. The basic issue here is scriptural authority of 
the Church to set out spiritual and Christian morals to which, in these days, many in the 
church question whether the authority of the Bible is being followed by the Church. 
There is a verity of Christian views on this from liberal to conservative. One of the 
confusions is the interpretation of scripture. Some scriptural commands are not followed 
in our day. An example is women being unveiled in church, while scripture prohibits this. 
So, the ultimate question becomes which of the spiritual laws and sayings of Jesus and 
His disciples have a “permanent or continuing relevance.”“4 

A very informative article, “Binding and Losing” asserts the moral authority of 
scripture in light of a Matthew paradigm by Mark Allen Powell. He describes the process 


of binding and loosing well in light of the New Testament meaning. Powell states that 


43 Thomas and Wondra, Introduction to Theology, 43. 
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binding and loosing is an Old Testament practice, “the words are used in this regard by 


Joseph and in targinnic materials. Jewish rabbis ‘bound the law when they determined 
that a commandment was applicable to a particular situation, and they loosed when they 
determined that a word of Scripture (while eternally valid) was not applicable under 
specific circumstances.’”*> This shows the foundation of biblical interpretation of moral 
law and its importance in the modern church world. In an age of shifting morals from a 
biblical stance, it is important to understand the church authority to speak and encourage 
morally right laws for believers to live by. 

Powell also states clearly the church understanding of this “a majority of scholars 
now recognize” to bind and to loose “Are best understood with reference to a practice of 
determining the application of Scriptural commandments for contemporary situations.”*° 
The scriptural reference for “binding and losing” is Matthew 16:19, and 18:18. In 
Matthew 16:19. the passage states, “I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven, 
and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven and whatever you loose on earth 
with be loosed in heaven.” It is repeated in Matthew 18:18. According to Powell, the 
New Testament understanding of these verses is for Matthew: 

The issue is identification of sin. Final authority rests with the community to 

identify which behavers constitute sin and which therefore require repentance . . . 

This is consistent with Matthews understanding of the great commission as being 

to teach, baptize people to obey the commandments of Jesus (Matt. 28:20). To 

fulfill such a commission the church must be able to discern what obedience to 


those commandments entails, and the baptized persons who are made disciples 
must except the church’s teaching on such matters.*” 


4 Powell, Binding and Loosing, 81. 
46 Powell, Binding and Loosing, 81. 
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Examples of “binding and loosing” abound in Matthew’s gospel. An example is the 
passage in Matthew 15:3-9 in which he speaks of honoring one’s father and mother. The 
direct passage reads, “He answered them,” And why do you break the commandment for 
the sake of your traditions for God said, “Honor your father and your mother and 
whoever speaks evil of father or mother must surely die.” But you say whoever tells 
father or mother, whatever support you might have had from me is given to God, then 
that person need not honor the father for the sake of your tradition, you make void the 
word of God.” 

Jesus renounces the Pharisee attempt to allow the child not to support their aged 
parents which the law requires.** The intent of the law was to love, honor, support one’s 
parents when they are old and cannot work. It is a law of love and compassion to honor 
parents. Jesus sides with the intent or the spirit of the law. This is the same as we must do 
today to really examine the original moral law and pray about how to apply it in today’s 
world. 

The prime purpose of the New Covenant is its intimate dealing with and remaking 
of the mind and inner man and heart. As was stated earlier in the biblical foundations 
chapter, the word of God in the New Covenant is for transforming the mind, inner man, 
and heart. So, the centerpiece of the word of God is that it is a law which works on the 
inner person. This inner dealing with our inner self occurs in all children of the Lord 
throughout their life. It is the process which is explained in the biblical foundations 
chapter and is found in Jeremiah 31:31-36. A modern-day description of the process is 


found in Joan Hunter’s Power to Heal which says, “You excepted salvation by faith. 
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After you have exercised your faith, the inner knowledge of His truth and salvation, His 
presence within you both grew and matured. You found that you could trust Him with 
your heart.’“? As a further statement of the power of the word in a true Bible believer’s 
life, J. I. Packer gives this powerful thought in Knowing God, “true Christians are people 
who acknowledge and live under the Word of God . . . Christians know that in addition to 
the Word of God spoken directly to them God’s Word has also gone forth to create and 
control and order things around them ; but since the Scripture tells them that all things 
work together for their good the thought of God ordering their circumstance brings them 
only joy.”°° 

As stated before, the prime purpose of the New Covenant is it to have intimate 
dealings with and remaking of the mind, soul, and heart. As was stated earlier in the 
biblical foundation chapter, the word of God in the New Covenant is for transforming the 
mind, inner man, and heart. So, the centerpiece of the word of God is that it contains and 
is a law that works on the inner person. Although all the word speaks of God’s law, we 
will center at this point on the beatitudes. R. T. Kendall writes in his thoughtful work The 
Sermon on the Mount, “The purpose of the Sermon on the Mount is to demonstrate the 
kind of teaching — and the kind of living with regard to character and conduct that should 
govern the people of God through the power of the Holy Spirit.”*! 


Also extending this view is the primary view of God, His loving nature and our 


growth within response to that love. According to the loving intimate law of man, Tozer 
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describes the attributes of God as, “So when we say,” God is love “we mean that God’s 
love is such that it permeates His essential being and conditions all that He does. Nothing 
God ever does or ever did, nor ever will do, is done separate from the love of God.” His 
law is an intimate law, dealing with the mind, inner man, and heart. We can clearly see 
this by the Ten Commandments of the Old Testament (Ex. 20) to the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matt. 5-7). The clearest difference is that in the Sermon on the Mount, God deals 
with the inner working of man not just their actions. For example, it is found in the Ten 
Commandments in Exodus 20:17 “you shall not covet your neighbor’s house, you shall 
not covet your neighbor’s wife, or man or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that 
belongs to your neighbor.” But in Matthew 5:27 “You have heard that it was said “You 
shall not commit adultery, but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” 

The law of the New Covenant is a law that deals with people inside — the sin 
people are committing in their mind, inner man, and heart. In the Fire of Delayed 
Answers, the author Bob Sorge stated, ““God is extremely intense. The intensity of his 
personhood is described in Hebrews 12:29, “Our God is a consuming fire. Nothing sinful 
can survive the fire of God’s immediate presence. Fire issues forth from God’s mouth 
when He speaks. The word which proceeds from His mouth is itself a living flame which 
burns until it completely fulfills the intent for which God sent it.”°* That is the law of 


God, the Word of God, and it has power. 


> A.W. Tozer, The Attributes of God, vol. 2, Deep into the Father’s Heart (Camp Hill, PA: Wing 
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Logos 


Another important aspect of the theology of the word is Logos Theology. This 
theology will be studied to reveal the power inherent in the word of God. It is this power 
which is unspeakable and almighty in the creation of the world. The term logos is 
described by Wayne Grudem as follows “The Greek term for “Word” by which the 
Apostle John refers to Jesus in John 1:1. As applied to Jesus, the term applies both the 
Old Testament concept of the powerful, creative Word of God and the Greek idea of the 
organizing and unifying principle of the universe.”** To explain the power of the word, 
the logos or word theology stems from the theological discipline of Christology. We will 
turn to Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture written by Thomas C. Oden, “Now 
we speak of that same life — the source and ground of life — that has appeared and became 
known in history in an incomparable way through the words spoken and embellished in 
Jesus, the Word of Life.” 

Logos Theology centers on the passages written by the Apostle John. The first 
passage to support and speak clearly of Christ as the word is John 1:1-4, “In the 
beginning was the Word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in 
the beginning with God all things were made through Him and without Him nothing was 
made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men and the light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” 

As commentary and further internal biblical evidence shows that theologically in 


the spiritual realm Christ is the word a theological explanation will be examined. The 


*4 Grudem, Systematic Theology, 1247. 


55 Thomas C. Oden, ed., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2007), 32. 
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note in the above scripture found in the Spirit Life Bible illustrates the passage. The note 
is as follows John 1:1: 

In the beginning: an illusion to Genesis 1:1 with the intension of linking Jesus the 

Word with the God of creation. The event of Jesus’s incarnation, therefore, has 

cosmic significance. The Word is Jesus Christ, the eternal, ultimate expression of 

God. In the Old Testament God spoke the world into existence, in the Gospel God 

spoke His final word through the Living Word, His Son. The phrase, “the Word 

of God” attributes deity to the Word without defining all of the Godhead as “the 

Word.”*° 
To explain more in depth about the concept of the logos a passage from Gurdem’s work 
in Systematic Theology states, “consequently, the Logos brought together Hebrew ideas 
of creation and Greek ideas of a universal harmony . .. What John brought in his Gospel 
was not a new idea, but a new fact: this divine self-expression that harmonizes the 
universe is a human being.”>’ 

This person of Christ as logos is defined by Origen (c185 — c254) as “In the 
incarnation the human soul of Christ is united with the Logos.”°° Another scripture 
backing up the Logos Theology is found in | John 1:1-3 this scripture again attests to the 
fact that word is in fact the person (demonstrates physical identification with) Jesus 
Christ. The | John 1:1-3 scripture reads as follows: “That which was from the beginning 


which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon 


and our hands have handled, concerning the Word of Life.*? 


% Jack Hayford, ed., New Spirit Filled Life Bible (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 
1991), 1573. 


57 Gruden, Systematic Theology, 1247. 


8 Colin Brown, The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology, vol. 1 (Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1986), 67. 
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The life was manifest and we have seen, and bear witness and declare to you that 
the eternal life which was with the Father was manifested to us that which we have seen, 
and declared to you that you also may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father and His Son Jesus Christ” (1 Jn. 1:1-3 Spirit Filled Life Bible). 

To further illustrate the power of this passage, the Spirit Life Bible again brings 
theological light as found in note 1:1-2 of 1 John. It states, “As the external Son of God, 
Jesus existed before His manifestation in time (see John 1:1). When He came to earth, He 
assumed real manhood, fact that was verified by those who knew Him in the flesh.” 

This scripture makes it clear that the identity of the word of God is Christ; and 
that He was a true physical man. Due to Christ’s great power in creation and supernatural 
ability as the word, the theological picture of Him and His relationship in transforming 
individuals is the center of the Doctor of Ministry project. “All Scripture finds it’s 
organic center and unity in Jesus . .. The loving oneness of the Father and Son shared 


before time was reflected on the earth as well.” 


Practical Theology 

The site as revealed in other research chapters of the research is the Kzoo Prayer 
Center is anchored in Pathfinder Church of Portage Michigan. Kzoo Prayer Center is 
under the auspices of the International Association of Healing Rooms founded by Cal 
Pierce in Spokane, Washington. This chapter of the Healing Rooms consist of Monday 
Night Prayer from 5:30 -8:30 prayer sessions for the Body of Christ at large for a twenty 
to thirty-minute private session. The beloved (those seeking prayer) is prayed over by a 


6 Leonard Sweet and Frank Viola, Jesus: A Theography (Nashville, TN: W. Publishing Group, 
2012), 1-40. 
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team of two or three ambassadors (prayer team members). The ambassadors are a team of 


interdenominational volunteer prayer people devoted to Christ. There are also Healing 
Prayer Training Weekends and Releasing Prayer Trainings. These trainings are open to 
the public and are transformational to the believer. Within this environment, the Practical 
or Working Theology of the word and how it is used to obtain lasting spiritual and natural 
results are seen. To begin with the basic thought behind the healing used in the word of 
God for transformation through prayer and teaching is summed up by Kenneth E. Hagin. 
“Too few Christians realize the importance of the Word of God in prayer. We know that 
faith begins where the will of God is known. And we know that God’s Word is His 
will.” 

The main point is that the healing theology of the Healing Rooms is based on 
understanding that reveals the true power of God and that He moves today like He did in 
biblical times. The Healing Rooms accepts and practices the gifts of the Spirit with 
expressions of healings and miracles. John Mark Ruthven, theologian of the New 
Testament, gives this wonderful view of the work of the Spirit through the gifts of the 
Spirit, “The gifts continue confirming Christ progressively strengthening the Believers 
morally and spiritually until the eschaton to which is described as the end” the point at 
which the readers are blameless “not in this age, but in the day of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”©? There are two bases for the Healing Rooms Working Theology. The first is that 
there must be a strong foundation in truth but there must also be a relationship with the 


Holy Spirit from which to draw spiritual truth and leading from. The Healing Rooms not 


®! Kenneth E. Hagin, Bible Prayer Study Course (Tulsa, OK: Faith Library Publication, 1992), 1. 


© John Mark Ruthven, On the Charismata (Tulsa, OK: Word and Spirit Press, 2011), 113. 
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only uses the power of the word, but they move in the freedom of the Spirit and submit to 


Him.°? 


The other basic understanding of the Healing Room’s work is that the 
ambassadors may use the logos word or rhema word of God. The logos is the written 


word of God and has power in its own right anytime and anywhere. The rhema is the 


“Word of Knowledge” as found in 1 Corinthians 12:8 or an “utterance of knowledge.” 


It is when the Holy Spirit, according to Cal Pierce, “gives a divine revelation from God 
that tells or shows us what is happening right now or what has happened.” This can 
include a passage of scripture that has been highlight by the Holy Spirit. As a caution or 


boundary those to whom the Spirit speaks, “are not seeking anything that would be added 


to Scripture.” 


The Kzoo Prayer Center teaches along the lines of Craig S. Keener view of Acts 
which states, 


The eschatological enthusiasm and awe of the first Pentecost experience did not 
wear off quickly. According to Acts, signs and wonders continued to note 
Christian miracles working as least into the second century. Acts assumes that 
such a testation should continue; many missiologists note the continuance of signs 
in Christian Evangelism today.° 


6 R. T. Kendall, Truth and Power and the Next Great Move of God Word and Spirit (Lake Mary, 
FL: Charisma House Book Group, 2019), 101-138. 


4 Kendall, Truth and Power, 98. 


6 Cal Pierce, Understanding and Moving in the Gifts of the Spirit (Spokane, WA: Healing Room, 
n.d.), 1-8. 


66 Randy Clark, The Essential Guide to the Power of the Holy Spirit God’s Miraculous Gifts at 
Work Today (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, 2015), 56. 


°7 Craig S. Keener, The Spirit in the Gospels and Acts Divine Purity and Power (Grand Rapids, 
MI: Baker Academic, 2010), 198. 
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With this openness to the moving of God in the supernatural to heal and answer prayer 


today the Kzoo Prayer Center provides training weekends to restore the view of the New 
Testament in powers perspectives. The training follows Rush Hunt’s material in the 
Healing Prayer Training Manual, also Cal Pierce’s Student Manuel, and notes of various 
teachers for each session. These materials give the overall theological perspective of the 
word and how we can use it today for healing. The Healing Training Weekend starts out 
with scripture of Jesus’s self-pronouncement regarding His power to heal, Jesus declared 
Himself a healer at the start of His ministry in (Isaiah 61:1-3). Found also in Luke 4:18- 
21 which says, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me because He has anointed me to bring 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captive and recovery of 
sight to the blind to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and 
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on Him. He began to say to them “today this Scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Another scripture where Jesus speaks about healing ministry is found in Luke 
7:22, “And He answered them, “go and tell John which you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the leapers are cleansed, the dumb hear, the dead 
are raised.” 

The Healing Prayer Training Weekend will perhaps be the most profound and 
personal transforming thought which is as follows “Jesus healed in His incarnate human 
form so that we would identify with His work and understand that we have the same 
capacity to do such work. We have the same power of the Holy Spirit residing within us 


68 Don Wolfgang, Kazoo Prayer Center Training Packets (Kalamazoo, MI: Kazoo Prayer Center 
Healing Rooms of West Michigan, 2018), 4. 
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as Jesus did, so we can do the same things He did! Why do you think Jesus told His 


disciples, “I tell you the truth anyone who believes in me will do the same works I have 
done and even greater works because I am going to be with the Father” (Jn 14:12).”© In 
order to encourage the Christian to believe in our rights, we must be healed in the 
atonement; and we must be witnesses. The scripture for 1 Peter 2:24 says, “He himself 
bore our sins in His own body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for 
righteousness by His words you have been healed.” These are the basic theological and 
biblical bases to healing, in ministering healing.” 

Next the word is used in the actual ministering of healing. It is used in the actual 
prayer ministry in many ways. The way is intercession, command, rhema follow up, and 
the biblical based model for the ministry. The first aspect of our Working Theology is to 
set out the biblical aspects of how the ministry runs. First there is a team of ambassadors 
(prayer ministers), and they are sent out two or three to separate rooms with different 
beloveds (prayer seekers). This is based on the authority of the Bible, as found in Mark 
6:12-13, “He called them out two by two and gave them authority over the unclean 
spirits.” 

In these private sessions the ambassador (prayer minister) will generally use 
methods of laying on of hands to bring healing or blessing.’' They lead the beloved 
through the Five Step Prayer Model. The first step is the interview and requires a brief 


question and answer period with the beloved. The second step requires a prayer selection 


© Wolfgang, Kazoo Prayer Center, 5. 


” Rush Hunt, Healing Prayer Training Manuel (Madisonville, KY: Main Street Prayer Center, 
2013), 10. 


7 Bill Johnson and Randy Clark, The Essential Guide to Healing Leader’s Guide (Minneapolis 
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which can be either a petition or command. The petition “is request to heal, addressed to 
God, to Jesus, or to the Holy Spirit.””? An example of petition prayer is Father in the 
name of Jesus I ask you to restore sight to this eye.’ The command prayer addresses a 
condition of the body, to part of the body, or to a troubled spirit such as the spirit of pain 
infirmity, or an affliction. An example of this is “In Jesus name I command every 
afflicting spirit to get out of Jenny’s body.”” All prayers are said in Jesus’ name, because 
it is in the name of Jesus that we have all authority. We are able to approach the throne 
and receive whatever we ask in His Name. The command prayer is the usual prayer in 
most circumstances in healing the body. Randy Clark gives a list of times when a 
command is appropriate all based on the theology that we have authority in His name (Jn. 
16:23-24). The list is as follows: 

1) As your initial step unless you are led otherwise by the Holy Spirit. 


2) When there has been a word of knowledge for healing or some other 
indication that God wants to heal the person at this time. 


3) When Petition Prayers have been tried and progress has stopped 
4) Afflicting spirits or any other spirit 

5) When a curse or a vow is to be broken 

6) Whenever you are so led by the Holy Spirit 


7) As to preliminaries to praying for healing” 


” Randy Clark, Ministry Team Training Manuel (Mechanicsburg, PA: Apostolic Network of 
Global Awakening, 2014), 57. 


® Randy Clark, Empowering a School of Healing, and Impartation Workbook (Mechanicsburg, 
PA: Apostolic Network of Global Awakening, 2017), 7. 


™ Clark, Empowering a School of Healing, 7. 
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Next step of the Five Step Prayer model is prayer ministry. In the actual ministry of 
prayer, the ambassador must be sensitive to the Holy Spirit about several other Bible 
considerations. These are attitudes of receiving from the Holy Spirit and forgiveness for 
self and others in past wrongs.’° Another important aspect, which occurs during the 
prayer is receiving the word of knowledge for healing. Randy Clark gives this definition 
in his workbook Empowering a School of Healing and Impartation. “A word of 
knowledge is a supernatural revelation of information received through the Holy Spirit. It 
is knowledge revealed apart from natural analysis or human means.”’’ Often the word of 
God that applies is given by the Holy Spirit to direct prayer. Jim Goll in his work 
Releasing Spiritual Gifts says in moving in the gift of the word of knowledge “Most of 
the time, a word of knowledge comes to us by a quite impression or sense we could call 
this hearing internally or having a gut feeling you just know that you know but not how 
you know it.”’8 Randy Clark in his Empowered workbook says that you can received a 
word of knowledge in the following ways, you can feel it, see it, read it, think it, say it, 
dream it.” 

Steps four and five of the prayer models are also in the Bible. Step four is stop 
and re-interview which requires that love and compassionate listening to the beloveds 
(prayer seekers) problems. The final step five is post prayer suggestion. Also, Kzoo 


Prayer Center gives out a copy of the Father’s Love Letter, scripture lists, an article to 


7 Clark, Empowering a School of Healing, 20. 
™ Clark, Empowering a School of Healing, 20. 


78 James Goll, Releasing Spiritual Gifts Today (New Kensington PA: Whitaker House, 2016), 1- 
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keep healing, and I am Declarations all this is found in scripture. These tools are designed 
to help maintain and go free of sickness and disease. It is important to know that the 
model prayer used by the Kzoo Prayer Center and the International Association of 
Healing Rooms is based on the word of God and its prescription for healing and prayer. 
The Kzoo Prayer Center and all its ministries open the door to spiritual encounters with 
God based on the word of God. 

Although the Kzoo Prayer Center cannot promise healing, they can promise that 
their ministry on Monday night and the Healing Prayer Training Sessions Weekends will 
provide an experience in the Lord. Patricia King in her Glory School Manuel states, “It is 
vital then that we, the church, honor and summit to the Holy Spirit, diligently study the 
Word of God, discover what is rightfully ours in Christ and lead the way into this new 
area of awareness of spiritual sensitivity and Kingdom reality.”®° The encouraging of the 
beloved during both the Healing Prayer Training and Monday Night Prayer Session to 
hear from God and often through the rhema word opens the door to the supernatural 
greater communication with God. 

In the book Highly Sensitive by Carol A. Brown, she gave two views on the use of 
scripture in prayer and for wisdom and learning. Her reflections are noted by saying, 
“The Lord uses scripture to give direction for prayer the Lord may bring a scripture to 
mind that points to a direction for prayer as you ask how to pray for that individual. God 
uses scripture to answer questions. If we do not understand scripture is very clear that we 


can go to Him.”®! These perspectives show the importance of both prayer and teaching 


89 Patricia King, The Glory School (Maricopa, AZ: XP Publishing, 2010), 1-75. 


8! Carol A. Brown, Highly Sensitive: Understanding Your Gift of Spiritual Sensitivity 
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based on the word and Spirit. It encourages great transformation and encounter with God 


when summited to the word and following the leading of the Holy Spirit. James Goll 
says,” True revival is sustained by the lives that are constantly transforming into the 


image of Christ.*? 


Conclusion 

As discussed in the biblical, historical and systematic section, the project and its 
participants are involved in activating the New Covenant for transformation of the mind, 
inner man, and heart. James Dune says, “In any New Covenant Theology therefore the 
Spirit is to be seen as the agent in the New Covenant and its supreme blessing — the one 
who writes the law in their hearts, the one we may say who is the law written in their 
hearts.”8? This quote is expressive of the Jeremiah 31-34 passage on which the project is 
based. It is clear that the word and the Spirit work together to bring transformation and 
live as a new creature. Melissa Moore is a contributing writer in a Beth Moore Bible 
study spoke on the power of encounter in the word (reading Scripture) I had an encounter 
with God. “N.T. Wright suggest that Scripture is the point where heaven and earth 
overlap and interlock.”** These power encounters brought about by the Spirit through the 
word is what absolutely changes us from glory to glory. 

The reverential position the body of Christ has been demonstrated in this research 


through the doctrine of inspiration of scripture and Logos Theology. Many internal 


82 James W. Goll, Angelic Encounters Today Study Guide (Franklin, TN: EN Production, 2013), 
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scriptures support doctrines studied. Doctor Charles F. Stanley supporting the power of 


scripture says, “All which comes in the category of Scripture is God breathed and thus 
profitable for guiding in both faith and life.”*> As final statements of the power of the 
word in everyday life of men, there are several quotes that supports the project and 
hypothesis. The word transforms the believer’s inner self. The first quote is found in The 
Disciplines of a Godly Man by R. Kent Hughes, says “All Christians should be 
systematically reading through the Bible once a year if possible so that are minds are 
being perpetually programed by the data of Scripture.”°° The above quote speaks clearly 
of a life faithful to the word. Further, in a book entitled Orthodoxy by G. K. Chesterton 
the clarity of orthodoxy view on scripture and biblical interpretations of the word yields 
this result “That orthodoxy is not only (as often urged) the only safeguarding of morality 


or order but is the only logical guardian of liberty and ovation.’””®” 


85 Charles F. Stanley, Handbook for Christian Living: Biblical Answers to Life’s Tough Questions 
(Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2008), 210. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


INTERDISCIPLINARY FOUNDATIONS 


Introduction 

The subject of this interdisciplinary foundations chapter is communication theory 
and how it intersects with the communication of God with man through the Bible and 
prayer. The discipline of communication can be used as a model to dialogue, conflict, and 
integrate with the Christian view of the personal, born-again relationship with God. The 
“born-again” relationship with God is a personal connection with God in which a person 
communicates with Him through Bible study and prayer. As part of this relationship, God 
speaks to the believer and directs their path. Communication is defined as “the practice of 
transmitting information.”' Interpersonal communication theory will be used as the 
model for analyzing the process and tools through which communication occurs within a 
born-again relationship with God. Further, other disciplines will be brought in to support 
this analysis including language, education, and theology. 

There are several rationales for choosing to use interpersonal communication 
theory. The most basic is that, as an undergraduate, I received a minor in 
Communications from Western Michigan University. At the same time, I majored in 


English, which will be helpful in developing the power of language in the communication 


' Jonathon Metcalf, ed., I//ustrated Oxford Dictionary (New York, NY: Oxford Press, 1998), 172. 
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process with God. It will also be helpful in developing vocabulary for the Doctor of 


Ministry project. 

Another reason that interpersonal communication theory was chosen is that this 
research is focused on the power of God to transform. It can be argued that 
transformation is the touch of God the Holy Spirit, and thereby communicates His love 
and acceptance. These touches from or encounters with God are part of His response to 
word-based prayer and Bible study. Further, it is the Holy Spirit’s illuminating the Logos 
word that brings transformation and nurturing growth to the believer. 

There are several major ways the information of interpersonal communication 
theory informs the Doctor of Ministry project. The first is that it will define the process of 
communication theory both between humans and between God and man. This will allow 
for a deeper understanding of the actual relationship aspects in communications between 
God and man. It will also create a model in which many aspects of communication can be 
examined, considering their meaning in the supernatural relationship between God and 
man. These aspects to be researched are language, silence, hearing, and physiology of 
prayer. Also, an expansive picture will be developed of three principles of the theory 
known as receiver, message, and sender. These prime subjects, their contexts, and their 
lens of understanding will comprise the research on the relationship in the natural and 
supernatural dimensions. 

The second way the Doctor of Ministry project is informed is by bringing clarity 
to the power and intimacy in the love of the divine relationship, as opposed to the natural, 
secularized human relationship. By demonstrating the difference in what interpersonally 


goes on, it reveals the motivator for the believer in transforming and pursuing personal 
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change through that superhuman quality of love. It is the love and the believer’s response 
to it which is part of the communication that brings healing and transformation. It is also 
important to see that answers to prayer are God’s response to the believer’s inquiry, 
reinforcing the loving cohesion between God and man, which creates a very 
communicative relationship. Also, physical healing is part of the demonstration of God's 
commitment to the believer and their prayers. Healing and all answers to prayer 
demonstrate the power of logos word as the New Covenant under the Blood of Christ, 
whereby all blessings flow to believers. 

The project is also informed by the side-by-side study of human and biblical 
language. Biblical language is demonstrated by the power of the spoken word to bring 
healing and blessing. Further, some of the rules for speech and how it impacts the human 
world as well as the spiritual world will be discussed. Finally, the everlasting benefits of 
communicating with God will be set out and reviewed. It is here that the long-lasting, 
transformative benefits of communicating with God and the power of His blessing will be 
revealed. In general, the immediate response felt by many believers through prayer and 
Bible study in their communication with God reveal both the blessing on and the power 
in relationship with God. 

Exploring the interpersonal communication theory framework and its components 
will contribute to a successful research project. The first way that understanding is gained 
by using this theory is that the overall simple structure of a believer’s personal 
relationship with God is outlined and clearly understood in a detailed explanation. 


Although more clinical than the average believer’s discretion, it brings a more fleshed out 
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view of God’s part and the believer’s part in personal communications. The theory brings 
definition to God, the believer, and the Bible. 

Another aspect of the theory involves how the many ways and forms of 
communication that God has can be studied with more understanding of the importance, 
and how it all assists in transformation. For example, God speaks senses, impressions, 
emotions, calm, peace, and other ways. These as well as other forms of communication 
direct our path in prayer and everyday life. Another important aspect of God's 
communication can be emotional and a healing experience where intense emotions from 
God are felt such as joy and love. This is a form of communication that can be totally life 
changing and cause permanent transformation to the person on impact. Often when God 
communicates, He brings transformation and change. 

Finally, this theory will help to make clear the components of the interpersonal 
relationship of God and the believer to research and study. It will provide vocabulary and 
concepts to be probed and questioned. Further, it will define the aspects of 
communication to compare with Christian thought. This should help bring forth 
definitions to allow the participants within the study to assign a description for their 
personal experience. Also, it should help structure questions for the surveys, interviews, 
and case study research. Finally, an assessment of the interpersonal communication 
theory and how it contributes to the hypothesis and the solution for the Doctor of 
Ministry project will be discussed. The problem that the research is to address is a lack of 
transformation in believers. The believer often fails to transform beyond personal 


problems they have had since they were born again. 
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The hypothesis is based on Spirit-breathed teaching and prayer sessions having 
been experienced by the individuals, through Kzoo Prayer Center programs then 
transformation should occur. The way this theory will inform the project’s problem and 
solution is that it will provide an in-depth look at the power of and within the relationship 
of communications. It provides a framework for the overall process of how this works in 
tandem between God and man. It also reveals the less examined aspects which contribute 
to the process of transformation. Further, it reveals aspects of confusion in interpersonal 
relationships which lead to some derailing pitfalls in the process of transformation. 

The theory will also provide very important components of the interpersonal 
relationship that are part of the solution to transforming. For example, the components of 
silence and hearing are both integral to the process of transformation. These and other 
components add richness and depth to the overall relationship with God, helping to form 
a bond that leads to greater and greater transformation. 

According to an article in the Yorkshire Evening Post, “Speaking and listening are 
at the heart of language, not only as foundations for reading and writing, but also as 
essential skills for thinking and communication.”” This seems to sum up the importance 
of communication to all people, especially interpersonally. At this point, an introduction 
to the modeled theory and different components to the communications system between 
people will be outlined. Further, some of these components are correlative aspects of 


other fields, which will create layers of disciplines to the interdisciplinary research. 


? Yorkshire Evening Post, “Children Should Read Aloud and Chat about Books to Aid Language 
Skill,” News Bank: Access World News, last modified April 28, 2017, 
http://infoweb.Newsbank.com/apps/news document- view? p=>AWNB&docref=news/1640A304 A02c57e8. 
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Communication Model 


The communication model to be used is a basically understood Christian 
communication model. There are three basic units: the message, the sender, and the 
receiver. The first unit is the Bible or the message. The Bible is a message from God and 
has a cultural text from when it was first received (in Bible days). The cultural text 
incorporates cultural, historical, linguistic, and theological themes of the culture and time 
of origin. The next unit to be looked at is the sender, who, in Christianity, is God. From 
this point, the question becomes how the Bible or message is to be understood today.? 
The process called encoding will describe the God side of the process: 

The question is whether or not an accurate perception of the message by the 

sender has been made even before the communication between the sender and the 

receiver occurs . . . Itis a complicated matter not only because it involves the 
possible misunderstanding of the idea that is to be translated but also because it 
involves the attitude of the sender toward the message and the data of the 
message. That is the sender communicates both his subjective feelings toward the 
message and the data of the message.* 
This process is complicated on the receiver’s side as well. The receiver must interpret 
what the sender's message means. The receiver must analyze the sender's interpretation of 
the message that was sent through his own sense to understand the message. This is 
known as decoding.° “So the one who hears the message brings his own sets of cultural, 


historical, linguistical, and theological conceptions into the grid through which the 


messenger’s message is being filtered.’”° 


3 Robert E. Webber, God Still Speaks (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1980), 37. 
4 Webber, God Still Speaks, 37. 
5 Webber, God Still Speaks, 38. 
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This is the basic model of communication in the Christian world between God 
and man. However, there is another process to consider in the relationship of God and 
man, and that is our relationship in prayer. Prayer is our communication with God. The 
term prayer is defined by Jonathon Metcalf as “a solum request or thanksgiving to God or 
in object of worship [a secondary definition as follows] b) a formula or form words used 


in praying (the Lord's Prayer).”” 


Prayer is when the original receiver sends a spoken or 
written request to God, the sender of God’s original message. So, researching both the 


Bible and the prayer sides of the communication with God is the focus in this process. 


Components which are a part of this process will also be evaluated. 


Language 

The central component of interpersonal communication is that of language. 
Robert Webber, in his book God Still Speaks, makes the following statement: “Language 
is a creation of God. For this reason, it is not at all unusual that God Himself should use 
language as a working vehicle through which to communicate Himself and His desires 


for the created.’””® 


This quote along with several Bible stories clearly put God as the 
originator of all language. There are three distinguishing stories in the Bible about God 
and language. The first is in Genesis; God spoke everything into being. It was through 
His word that everything was created. Next is the story of the Tower of Babel from which 


all the nations of the world and their languages emerged from the division of men for 


their evil intentions and schemes. Finally, in Acts 2 God heals and unifies man in Christ 


™ Metcalf, Illustrated Oxford Dictionary, 641. 


8 Webber, God Still Speaks, 87. 
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and pours the heavenly language on the believers in Jerusalem. This heavenly language in 

Christ for the believer is a unifier with both God and fellow believers in the Spirit. 
Webber also points out the importance to God of using language: “The fact that 

God uses language in the history of His self-disclosure affirms our use of language to 


communicate with God and His truth.” 


On this note, it will be explained how this 
component of language in the field of linguistics will be understood, as “languages enable 
us to speak to one another—using words—and convert information, feelings and all kinds 
of the other things.”'° Language is used in several areas in the model of this the Doctor of 
Ministry project. Language as biblical vocabulary will assign meaning to various 
concepts to be used in talking to the beloved (prayer seekers), and also conveys meaning 
to trainees at the healing prayer training sessions. 

Biblical terminology and the concepts build bridges between the beloved, trainee 
(attendant of healing prayer trainings), and God. On the Monday night prayer sessions, 
the use of biblical language during the interview process to diagnose a problem for prayer 
as well as other communication skills (e.g., hearing) bring forth great results. In the 
article “Doctor-Patient Communication: A Review,” it states: “Attentive, listening skills, 


empathy, and use of open-ended questions are some examples of skillful communication. 


Improved Doctor-Patient communication tends to increase patient involvement and 


° Webber, God Still Speaks, 87. 


‘0 Arthur Asa Berger, 50 Ways to Understand Communication: A Guided Tour of Key Ideas and 
Theorists in Communication, Media, and Culture (E-book: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, 2006), 14, 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx ?direct=true&scope=site&db=nlebk&db=nlabk& AN=630246. 
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adherence to recommended therapy; influence patient satisfaction, adherence, and health 
care utilization, and improved quality of care and health outcome.”'! 

It is clear that word choice and conveying biblical concepts can not only help the 
interaction and follow up of the beloved but be a source of encouragement as well. An 
important conflict that the interpersonal communication theory has with the prayer and 
interview time is that the Holy Spirit is directing and highlighting what should be talked 
about. These highlights from the Holy Spirit have great meaning (tears, laughter) to the 
beloved and are a great catalyst for prayer. 

Often during the prayer session, the Holy Spirit illuminates different scriptures to 
pray over the beloved. The Holy Spirit either speaks the verse or the scripture reference. 
In the pre-session prayer before entering the prayer session, the Holy Spirit often directs a 
certain scripture. It must also be understood that all prayer by the Kazoo Prayer Center on 
Monday night is done in the light of present-day biblical truth, and so, only New 
Covenant biblical concepts for healing and prayer are prayed over the beloveds. This is 
consistent with the prayer during the session with the Bible truth and faith for God to 
interact and bring healing. Beth Moore backs up this effective way of releasing power in 
the person’s life by scriptural prayers and concepts being prayed over the beloved: 

Praying scripture is not the only means of demolishing strongholds; I’ve just 

found it to be the most effective. God may use many different elements to usher 


you to freedom, but one thing I believe with all my heart: The Word of God will 
be the absolute common denominator in genuine deliverance from captivity. !* 


'! Jennifer Fong Ha and Nancy Longnecker, “Doctor-Patient Communication: A Review,” 
Oshsner Journal 10, no. 1 (Spring 2010): 38, http://www.ncbi.nim.nih. gov.>pmc.articles>pmc3096184. 


2 Beth Moore, Praying God’s Word: Breaking Free from Spiritual Stronghold (Nashville, TN: B 
and H Publishing Group, 2009), 11. 


124 


So, scriptural language has supernatural power. It does not manipulate or make you feel 
something; it releases, lines up, and blesses in the power of God. 

Monday Night Healing Rooms also have intercession by a team of ambassadors 
(those on the Healing Prayer Team) who use Bible verses and biblical language and 
concepts. Beth Moore states this as a leading way of praying intercession: “pray pertinent 
scriptures as intercession for someone else whom you have known is struggling to be 
free.” 

Another part that scripture plays in the Monday Night Healing Room Prayer is 
that of reading or speaking scripture over the beloved as a blessing. Often, the 
ambassador speaks a parental prayer and or blessing over the beloved. It is a release of 
the scripture-based blessing to bring restoration and wholeness. Speaking the word 
releases power and healing in believers’ lives. Andrew Wommak says: 

You must recognize that the words you speak are powerful. God created the 
heaven and earth by words. He spoke the world into existence. He said “let there 
be light” (Genesis 1:3) and “Let the earth bring forth fruit” (verse 11) the physical 
world, even your physical body responds to the Word. Your words are 
important.! 
Further, the power and truth of blessing through the word and speaking scripture is found 
in Derek Prince’s book Blessings and Curses. “The main vehicle of both blessings and 
curses is words. Such words may be spoken or written or merely uttered inwardly. 


Scripture has much to say about the power of words.”!> Scriptural proof of the power of 


the word is found in Proverbs 12:18: “Rash words are like swords thrust but the tongue of 


'3 Moore, Praying God’s Word, 12. 
'4 Andrew Wommack, God Wants You Well (Tulsa, OK: Harrison House Publishers, 2010), 148. 


'S Derek Prince, Blessing or Curse: You Can Choose (Grand Rapids, MI: Chosen Books, 1990), 
33. 
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the wise brings healing.” Another is found in Proverbs 18:21: “Death and life is in the 


power of the tongue and those who love it will eat its fruit.” 


Hearing and Silence 

The next components that need to be understood in interpersonal communication 
are hearing and silence. Both of these are very important in the spiritual relationship in 
communicating with God. In every aspect of the Healing Rooms, from Monday Night 
Prayer sessions to Healing Prayer Training, it is important how one hears. In the book 
Words Can Change Your Brain by Andrew Newberge and Mark Robert Waldman, 
compassionate communication stresses a transforming experience by listening to one’s 
spirit, soul, and body. Under his subject title “Deep Listening,” Newberge and Waldman 
say that “compassionate communication puts as much emphasis on listening as it does on 
speaking. Conscientious listening demands that we train our busy minds to remain 
focused, not only on what the other person is saying but also on the nonverbal cues 
reflected in the speaker’s face, voice, and body language.”!° 

At Monday Night Healing Room sessions, listening by the ambassador is required 
during the opening prayer time to release our cares and hindrances. It is important to 
listen for the Holy Spirit to give directions at both pre-session and private session time 
with the beloved. Another time to listen is in the intercessory prayer time. Listening 


requires silence and focus; it is intricately connected to hearing. Webber states that 


hearing, as a more proactive part of listening, “expresses itself [in] our consciousness 


‘6 Andrew Newberge and Mark Robert Waldman, Word Can Change Your Brain (London, UK: 
Penguin Group, 2012), 20. 
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[through] awareness and obedience.”!’ Webber underscores awareness by defining it as 
“the quality of learning that results in the inner sense of the presence of God.’’!® 

Both awareness and obedience of all parties on Monday night releases healing and 
transformation. Further emphasis on awareness opens the door so that the beloved’s 
transformation can be described. One important factor is that when God's presence is 
often there, He brings healing, transformation, and answers to prayer. So, awareness to 
God's presence and the transforming power needs to be described by both ambassador 
teams that pray in the session and the beloved who receives. Often these times of prayer 
hold a transforming touch either through physical healing, peace, and emotional healing 
or release. Much of this comes because the ambassadors and beloved are listening and 
hearing what is really being said and obeying. From this listening aspect of 
communication, much research data will come forth. Both ambassador and beloved will 
be given the opportunity to explain the encounter with Christ through survey and 
checklist. 

The Healing Prayer Training Weekend aspect of the research on hearing is central 
in that it unlocks the truth of scriptures and allows growth and transformation to occur. In 
the book You ’re Not Listening, Kate Murphy states the power of really hearing 
information: 

A lot of listening has to do with how your response—explicit clear expression of 


another person’s thoughts and, in the process, crystallize your own. Done well 
and with deliberation, listening can transform your understanding of the people 


7 Webber, God Still Speaks, 37-77. 


'8 Webber, God Still Speaks, 37-77. 
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and the world around you, which inevitably enriches and elevates your experience 
and existence. It is how you develop wisdom and form meaningful relationship. !” 


So, the Bible’s truth taught at the Healing Prayer Training will be a growth in wisdom. 
Again, it must reconsider that hearing is a part of a decoding process, and the message is 
heard through the receiver’s cultural, historical, linguistical, and theological make up. 
Even though all participants will hear the same teaching, they will individually decode 
what is said and its importance. Therefore, the pre- and post- survey question will only 
answer how the training has impacted them. The concept of hearing will also impact the 
case studies and the expert interview. The basic way to impact the study will be my 
discussion with all the participants about hearing God and heeding His word. The 
importance of awareness and obedience and how they impact their life will be addressed, 
as well as how the message God sent was packaged and how it was transforming. 

The next area that will be examined is the non-verbal communication aspect of 
the relationship of transformation through God. According to the Oxford Dictionary, non- 
verbal “means not involving words.” Newberge and Waldman explain the nonverbal in 
the average conversation this way: “We talk more than we need to. We listen poorly, 
without realizing it, and we often fail to pay attention to the subtle meaning conveyed by 
facial expressions, body gestures, and the tone and cadence of our voice—elements of 
communication that are more important than the words we actually say.””° When dealing 
with the subject of non-verbal communication from God in the setting of the Doctor of 


Ministry project, it can be God speaking through his emotions or feelings which manifest 


'9 Kate Murphy, You’re Not Listening: What You are Missing and Why it Matters (New York, NY: 
Celadon Books, 2019), 4. 


0 Newberge and Waldman, Word Can Change Your Brain, 4. 
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as joy, love, or peace. It is His communication to participants in the Doctor of Ministry 
project. As God manifests His feelings in our inner selves, people are transformed. Much 
goes on between the heart of a man and the presence of God. According to R. T. Kendall, 
author of the book Pure Joy, “Happiness is not so much from outward circumstances but 
tends instead to mean the same as inward joy.” 7! 

At times God uses symbols such as visions to convey a truth. Either the 
ambassador or beloved on the Monday Night Prayer Sessions can receive such a message 
during prayer. This is all a part of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit in Corinthians chapter 
twelve. The point of a vision as used in Doctor of Ministry project reveals a key for a 
healing or confession. Often this is used by the Holy Spirit to close spiritual doors and 
break through. The communication model brings forth a focus that we need to take these 
nonverbal messages from the Lord seriously and as a source of direction as well as 
comfort. 

Questions for the interviews need to include and note these non-verbal messages 
and the impact they have. For example, it could be a sense of peace when listening to the 
word at the Healing Prayer Training, or it may be in the joyful or weeping loving 
experience in the case studies or expert interviews. Many times, these expressions impart 
to the believers a joy or love as part of the transforming message. 

In Joyce Meyer’s book Reduce Me to Love, she concurs that the love of God is 
necessary for transformation. She says, 

I know people who have lived a life of crippling insecurity because their parents 


spoke words of judgment, criticism, and failure to them on a regular basis. These 
people can be healed only by receiving God's unconditional love. They have been 


21 R. T. Kendall, Pure Joy (Lake Mary, FL: Charisma House, 2006), 10-30. 
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wounded in their soul (their inner selves, their minds, will and emotions), a place 
to which only God has total access.” 


This time of emotional sharing and loving often brings healing and transformation to a 
new person. The power in this study is that participants in the case study portion and the 
expert witness can give witness to a lasting impact of personal change through these 
experiences. 

This relates to the study of the power of the word in transformation in that all 
prayer for the beloved will be based on the New Testament theology of healing and 
victory. So, it is Bible prayer and the responses of God to the beloved that bring 
transformation. For the Healing Prayer Training, it may be that these messages of non- 


verbal communication from God confirmed the teaching for them to believe. 


Narrative Communication 

The next component to the interpersonal communication theory relationship 
model is narrative communication. Narrative communication is simply the sharing of life 
stories as a point of healing and transformation. Lynn Hartner and Arthur Bouchner say, 
in a definitive way, that through this communication, “we structure perceptions of events, 
identify protagonists, victims, accentuate details, redness dilemmas, and legitimate and 
discount social orders.””* 


This type of work is also used at United Theological Seminary in its requirement 


for a spiritual autobiography. The autobiography is at the beginning of the Doctor of 


2 Joyce Meyer, Reduce Me to Love (New York, NY: Faith Word, 2000), 19-32. 


3 Lynn Hartner and Arthur P. Bouchner, “Healing through Stories: A Special Issue on Narrative 
Medicine,” Journal of Applied Communication Research 37, no. 7 (May 8, 2009): 113, 
https://www.tandfonline.Com>doi>full. 
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Ministry program in order to restructure the Doctor of Ministry project around the 
personal insight it brings forth. It is meant to reveal to both writer and mentor the call of 
God that has been put on the student’s time at the seminary. Although in the seminary is 
the written autobiography, the actual Doctor of Ministry project will be using a narrative 
communication style to reveal the power of the word to restore and transform in both the 
case study and the expert interview. Both of these call for a review of the times and 
seasons in connection to the word of God. In the Christian world, it would be called 
giving a testimony. It is an important accomplishment that the world sees that there is 
power and healing in testimony. The Christian should have even more meaning in their 
life through the supernatural power of testifying. (It glorifies and magnifies the Lord, and 
when it is given, He is there.) Hartner and Bouchner validate the power of this form of 
communication with the following quote: “As assumptions of scientific methods prove 
limiting in understanding the human condition, scholars across disciplines have turned to 
narrative as an organizing framework for studying and showing how meaning is 
performed and negotiated.””4 

These above components are all part of the research of the project. This 
integrative approach in examining where the paths cross in communication and 
Christianity will make clear an understanding of the whole process of talking with God. 
This interpersonal communication theory makes it easier to break down in detail the 


Christian communication to be researched and how the details affect the whole. 


°4 Hartner and Bouchner, Healing Through Stories, 1. 
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Biblical Foundations 

The biblical foundation for this project is based on Jeremiah 31:31-34. This is an 
exegetical work showing the power of the New Covenant to transform man. It also 
reveals the parts of man that are transformed through the power of the word. The word as 
it is used in this project is the Bible inclusive of the New Testament biblical and spiritual 
laws. 

In forming the research there are three areas to be examined for results in 
indicating whether a new man has been built. The first area to be looked at is the 
transformation in the mind of ideas received which affect the way we think, our opinions, 
and how we analyze and do things. Christian ideas should be transforming the way we 
think and our overview of life through the study of the word. Personal testimonies about 
ideology changes. These changes can be political parties, new associations with right to 
life, or new spiritual beliefs (such as a new understanding of healing). 

Joyce Meyer says in her book Power Thoughts: 

I believe God has laws that completely disagree with Murphy's laws. They may 

expect Murphy's law to operate in their lives, but we need to resist that kind of 

negative thinking and embrace God’s law instead which says something like this 
if anything can go right it will, nothing is as difficult as it appears, everything is 
more rewarding then it appears; if anything, good can happen to anybody it will 
happen to me. 

Negative thinking also produces a negative life. How much more could you enjoy 

yourself if your thoughts agree with God (the Bible). Not Murphy's. God has a 

great life for you, one He wants you to enjoy thoroughly and live to the fullest. I 

challenge you to live by God's law and constantly fill your mind with positive 

thought.”° 


In the communication field, the same basic views exist. It is based on the study of the 


brain, its negative thoughts, and their impact upon it. Although Newberge and Waldmen 


25 Joyce Meyer, Power Thought (New York, NY: Faith Work, 2010), 34. 
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are Christians, their book Words Can Change Your Brain is secular. They state this from 
their medical research: “The more you stay focused on negative words and thoughts the 
more you can actually damage key structures that regulate your memory, feelings, and 
emotions. You may disrupt your sleep, your appetite, and the way your brain regulates 
happiness, longevity, and health.””° 

Communication theory puts as a base our thinking of words and dwelling on them 
whether they are negative or positive. Communication is all about our inner person and 
how we are communicating to ourselves as well as others. Meyer and other leaders attest 
to the fact that the Bible and its words and concepts bring change from negative-based 
thinking to positive. The words we dwell on change our mind and physical body 
positively or negatively in the secular and Christian witness, which means it is valuable 
to research transformation through the words of the Bible. The base of changing the brain 
or transforming to a positive, healthy place in the mind also changes outlooks and 
ideologies. 

The next area described is man's moral character, described as “within” in the 
Jeremiah 31:31-34 passage found in the biblical foundations paper. As examined in that 
paper, the New Covenant has higher laws as such behaviors in the study need to be 
examined and researched. Meyer, in her book Simple Prayer, quotes Andrew Murray 
about the strengthening of the Bible in the inner man: 

Nothing can make strong men but the Word coming to him from God's mouth by 

that we must live. It is the word of Christ, loved, lived in abiding in us, becoming 


through obedience and action part of our being, that makes us one with Christ, 
that fits us spiritually for teaching, for taking hold of God.”’ 


°° Newberge and Waldman, Word Can Change Your Brain, 14-15. 


27 Joyce Meyer, The Power of Simple Prayer (New York, NY: Hachette Book Group, 2007), 168. 
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As a foundation of human moral strength, coping prayer which sustains in crisis can be 


reviewed in the article “Prayer Coping.” This article is supportive of the communication 
with God through prayer as medicinal and healthy. One of the article’s findings is that 
“through prayer, a veteran might find unlimited space to process trauma accessibility that 
would not be reasonable to expect from a fellow human being.”* The Bible and prayer 
are sources of strength to the inner man and help stabilize and enhance moral rectitude. 
The third area is the heart or emotions, which is also referenced in Jeremiah 
31:31-34. The heart before the transforming power of the word is often selfish, greedy, 
and self-centered. However, the word has the transforming power of changing the heart 
to a tender, caring one which loves others more than ourselves. These changes can be 
measured in giving and charitable acts that people become involved in after studying the 
word. The word tenderizes the heart to both God and man. In a sense, the heart of a 
servant who loves others and gives to them is what the power of the message in the Bible 
and the transformation is all about. Meyer, in Reduce Me to Love, says, “Make love a 
habit...parents, employers, friends, husbands, wives, children all of us need to make a 
commitment to love others with our words and to build confidence in others. Every word 
we speak can be a brick to build with or bulldoze to destroy.””? Meyer addresses the fact 
that transformed lives of believers sow seeds through the acts of service into others’ lives 
that bless them and produce a harvest of blessing for both sower and receiver. Meyer 


adds, “We reap what we sow words are seeds, and they produce a harvest, right words 


°8 Rhondie Tait, Joseph M. Currier, and J. Irene Harris, “Prayer Coping, Disclosure of Trauma, 
and Mental Health Symptoms among Recently Deployed United States Veterans of the Iraq and 
Afghanistan Conflicts,” International Journal for the Psychology of Religion 26, no. 1 (January 2016): 38- 
39, doi: 10.1080/10508619.2014.953896. 


2° Meyer, Reduce Me to Love, 19-32. 
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produce a harvest of good relationships. Likewise, wrong words produce a harvest of bad 
relationships.”*° 

From a communication standpoint this process is a positive force. The message 
sent from God to the believer produces a heart change that results in actions of service to 
our fellow man and God Himself. Beyond normal human communication, this exchange 
between the Bible and the believer’s heart changes the motives to love. 

All the above new insights are seen as the interpersonal communication theory’s 
interaction with the biblical foundations paper. I find that interpersonal communication 
theory is encouraging in that it supports many claims of positive words being able to 
bring change. The Christian understanding of the life-giving power of the Bible to bring 
permanent change in believers is greatly supported by interpersonal communication 


theory. Therefore, in terms of shaping the research to be done, it basically gives support 


to the hypothesis and brings definition from another lens (other disciplines) to the work. 


Theological Foundations 
The basic intersect between the theological foundations paper and the discipline 
of the interpersonal communication theory is to see the Bible (as the message) and its 
language as the essential link in communication between God and man. Peter Simonson 
points out that much of ancient literature, traditions, and speeches were handed down 
orally.*! The Bible as an ancient work was preserved through the Jewish people and 


through their oral and eventually written tradition. This involves the “inspiration of Holy 


30 Meyer, Reduce Me to Love, 19-32. 


3! Peter Simonson, The Handbook of Communication History (E-book: Taylor and Francis Group, 
2012), 14, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/dtl/detail.action?docID=1 104760. 
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Spirit" in preservation to bring God’s law to man. The Bible is historical yet living and 
actively working to bring change to all men. 

The communication disciplines would see this gift of preservation of the law of 
ancient Jewry and the witness of early church found in the written text of the Bible as 
important, but not “inspired.” Andrew Robson stresses the importance of the written 
word: 

Yet eventually, almost every complex society—ancient and modern—has 

required a script or scripts. Writing, though not obligatory is a defining marking 

of civilization. Without writing, there can be no accumulation of knowledge, no 

historical record, no science (though simple technology may exist), and of course, 

no books, newspapers, emails, World Wide Web...*? 
The main point of the above quote is not that there would be no accumulation of 
knowledge, no historical record, or no science without a written word, but that the Bible 
is above all this. The Bible as the written word is important, and as a document this 
research is attempting to prove it is living relative to God and man. So, the theological 
foundations paper is establishing why and how this Bible is not like any other document. 
The Bible has been set apart by God as His living message to man. In order to establish 
God's relation to the Bible, the inherent powers which God breathed into the Bible are 
researched in the theological foundations chapter. 

The theological foundations chapter exposes both the Inspiration of Scripture 


doctrine and the Logos Christology doctrine. These doctrines uphold the special and 


unique place scripture holds in lives of men and the history of the human race. As stated, 


3? Andrew Robson, Writing and Scripts: A Very Short Introduction (Oxford, UK: Oxford 
University Press, 2009), 4, https://thedtl.onworldcat.org/share/citationris ?format=applicaation%2Fx- 
Reseach-infor-SystemandOckcNumber=72 1 1436250ddatabaseeld. 
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the center for the integration of interpersonal communication theory with biblical 
theology is language. 

According to E. A. Livingstone, the definition of Inspiration and Authority of 
Scripture is: 

The respect shown by Christ and the early church to the Scriptures attributed to 

the Bible. The Old Testament scripture, regards as inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

were a revelation of God and a preparation for the coming of Christ. Many of the 

Old Testament ordinances were superseded by the Christian Revelation, but the 

Old Testament ordinances as a whole retained its authority, its message was 

completed by the New Testament, so that the two formed a single and final 

Revelation.** 

The inspiration of the word of God is based on 2 Timothy 3:16, which says, “All 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 

The main concept behind inspiration is “God breathed.” According to Kevin J. 
Conner, “Webster's Dictionary defines inspiration as ‘The supernatural influence of the 
spirit of God on the human mind, by which the prophets and apostles and sacred writers 
were qualified to set forth Divine truth without any mixture of error.’”*4 The importance 
of the inspiration of scripture is that every word is given by God and has superpower for 


correction, instruction, and dealing with heart. It is this element of “God breathed” that 


brings transformation. 


33 E, A. Livingstone, Oxford Concise Dictionary of the Christian Church (New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2013), 65. 


34 Kevin J. Conner, Foundation of Christian Doctrine (Portland, OR: Bible Temple Publishing, 
1980), 25. 
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The second theory looked at that also focuses on the word and its power is the 


Logos Christology doctrine. E. A. Livingstone provides a working description of logos: 


Logos [is] used in Christian Theology with reference to the Second Person of the 
Trinity....In the New Testament the term in its technical sense is confined to the 
Johannine writings. In the Prologue to John the Logos is described as God from 
eternity, the Creative Word, who became incarnate in the man Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth.*> 


Language in both the doctrines Inspiration of Scripture and Logos Christology is clearly 
central. Both doctrines explain the anointing of the word and its supernatural power and 
authority. Integrated articles from religious sources speaking about the importance of 
language in the spiritual journey of transformation are exhaustive, particularly in the 
ways God uses language to convey his meaning and instill spiritual concepts.*° For 
example, Pierce Taylor Hibbs gives a deep description of Logos language: 


Christ was the Logos of Creation as well as the Logos of redemption. The things 
of nature were adapted by him to the things of the spirit. The lower was made for 
the higher. The lower not just exists independently of the higher. And because all 
things are made by God, that is, through the eternal logos of creation, we too can 
use symbolism and analogy and know that...in all symbolism nevertheless it is at 
bottom true. Without a revelation foundation all symbolism and art in general 
would fall to the ground.?7 


Language interpretation is one of the prime ways the study of God's interpersonal 
communication in the word shapes the Doctor of Ministry project. It opens up the ways 


the word can be seen and analyzed. It gives me a view that there are many messages 


35 Livingstone, Oxford Dictionary of Christian Church, 339-340. 


36 Ben C. Dunson, “Biblical Words and Theological Meanings: Sanctification as Consecration for 
Transformation” Themelios 44, no. 1 (April 2019): 70-88, 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx ?direct=true&db=rfh& AN=ATLAiREM 190624000620&site=ehost 
-live. 


37 Pierce Taylor Hibbs, “In the Beginning Was the Word: John 1:1-5 and a Revelational Theory of 
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within God's word, and like a diamond being cut it creates a sparkling in many ways at 
once. Thus, in discussing the word with participants in the study, an openness to different 
ways of understanding God's word must be taken. Open-ended questions and room for 


longer explanations were necessary. 


Historical Foundations 

There are several key areas that intersect theologically and spiritually between the 
historical foundations paper and interpersonal communication theory. The era that is the 
focus of the historical foundations paper is the Reformation Era. The Reformation Era 
occurred between the fourteenth and seventeenth centuries, with most of the activity 
taking place in the early sixteenth.*® The Reformation Era was the spiritual revolution 
between the Catholic Dominate Church and the revolutionary Protestant upstarts. It was 
based on the “rebirth" of Spiritual truth through a number of scholars from the original 
language of the Bible. 

The paper describes the life and spiritual journey of three predominant movers 
and a movement that helped form the era and built a foundation for the current church 
world. These leaders aligned with each other, building upon the other theologies for new 
doctrinal truth to be born. Many denominations and spiritual concepts were born or 
resurrected during this era of Christian history. The leaders that are followed in this paper 
are John Wycliff, Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus, Martin Luther, and Anabaptists. 

One of the prime ways the historical foundations chapter is impacted by the 


interpersonal communication theory is that it describes the birth process of each leader in 


38 Livingstone, Oxford Christian Dictionary, 474. 
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the personal walk with God. It was Bible study often in original languages and prayer that 
brought a total Christian world change. The word, because it was studied as the message 
from God, brought much light on the church and its authority, personal relationship with 
God, holiness, and the Holy Spirit—all of which came to be founded on a new scriptural 
basis. The interpersonal relationship of God, man, and the Bible was foundational for the 
era and the powerful new churches it birthed. 

The chapter brought several more points to consider in light of the interpersonal 
communication theory. One is that during the Reformation Era, the printing press had 
been discovered to distribute all these new ideas throughout the nations. The leaders 
followed in the historical foundations chapter were impacted in their private lives by the 
righteous conviction to fulfill the Great Commission. This spirit of the Great Commission 
was obtained by their commitment to the word of God and obedience to it. So, their 
boldness from personal communication with God inspired them to send to the world the 
revelation of biblical truth they had received. This truth that they spoke to the world 
influenced every part of society and formed a new world with greater freedom to the 
individual. This is important in talking about the power of the word, in that when the 
conviction of spiritual truth by the Holy Spirit is found in the Bible, we must obey, and 
we are also often called to speak the truth to others. Further, following the conviction led 
by the Holy Spirit will lead to new lives and new freedom as it did during the 
Reformation. 

Another important point is that the audience of the Reformation leaders were 


prepared by God in their hearts for the doctrinal shift these leaders espoused.*? God was 


3° Simonson, The Handbook of Communication History, 13-103. 
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speaking and sowing the truths of the Kingdom into the hearts and minds of men to create 
a new spiritual and natural world. The ideas of these leaders are the bedrock of our 
political system and world view today. The Reformation Era is similar to the Internet and 
the wonderful communication it affords to the Christian spiritual leaders and natural 
leaders of today. The Reformation, however, is the reason for such an open conversation 
that goes on today in the Christian world between denominations and other parties. This 
spiritual freedom for open conversation about our interpersonal relationship with God 
and the word is because of the voices and breakthroughs of the Reformation. Thus, the 
major point of this paper is the power of the word to transform lives and society; it not 
only did it in the Reformation Era but is doing so today. 

One last point is that many creeds and confessions were written during the 
Reformation with biblical and spiritual language. In the article “Prayer that Echoes God” 
by Lauren Winner, the point that we are using God's language to confess to God as a 
church is very powerful. She states, ““When we stitch our prayer with Biblical phrases, we 
offer Gods words back to God.’*° Spiritual truths penned during the Reformation are still 
truths for us to live by and confess today. They still move God and unite us as the 


Church. God’s word is powerful. 


Conclusion 
Interpersonal communication theory is a foundational theory to understanding the 


relationship God desires with the believer. In closing, the very essence of the relationship 


4° Lauren F. Winner, “Prayer that Echoes God: Why There is so Much Scripture in the Liturgy,” 
Christian Century 134, no. 18 (August 30, 2017): 28-29, 
https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx ?direct=true&db=rfh& AN=ATLAi9KZ17 100100433 1 &site=ehost- 
live. 
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between God and man and its language will be revisited. Thomas Pyles and John Algeo 
provide an analysis of God, man, communication, and language: 
The contemporary scientific view of language as essential to our human nature 
agrees with the view expressed in the Book of Genesis, where the first action we 
see human beings engaged in is talking. In chapter 2 of that book it is said that 
God brought all creatures of the earth before Adam to see what he would call 
them, and whatever Adam called the Creatures, so were they named...to be 
human is to have and use language... The language that is innate in us is of 
course, no particular form of speech and need not, in fact, even be speech.*! 
Having established how vital interpersonal communication is to our created being, we 
will now review the relationship of the project theme, biblical foundations, theological 
foundations, and historical foundations. The overall theme of the project is developing 
strong, Christ-like character by Bible-based logos and rhema, teaching, prayer, through 
Kzoo Prayer Center programs. The desired outcome is the transformation of the old man 
of sin to the new creature in Christ. The transformation results from an encounter with 
Christ based on the word, but through teaching and prayer. Kevin Dedmon offers an 
explanation of the power of encountering Christ through teaching and prayer based on the 
word: 
God wants us to have an encounter, so that others can have an encounter. It is 
only as we encounter His presence in profound ways that we become a habitation 
of His presence, so that wherever we go we naturally leak what is inside of us, so 
that the environment around us is affected by His presence with us.” 
This quote shows the power of the word and prayer encounter in the transforming 


process. It also lends support to the fact that, through encounters of word-based prayer 


and teaching, believers transform into beings that are actively involved in the 


41 Thomas Pyles and John Algeo, The Origins and Development of the English Language (New 
York, NY: Hardcourt Brace Jovanovich Publishers, 1982), 1. 


” Kevin Dedmon, Treasure Hunt: A Guide to Supernatural Evangelism through Supernatural 
Encounters (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 2007), 17. 
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transformation of their environments. This is shown in the Doctor of Ministry project 
through the expert witness and case studies. This transformational process is a lifelong 
one. 

The biblical foundations paper, which is based on an interpretation of the Bible as 
the New Covenant and empowered by the fact that it is ratified by Jesus’ life and death. 
Jesus did all the work for us in both fulfilling the law and abolishing the law, so that we 
may be receivers of the New Covenant. Jim Cymbals states, “In the Bible we see, first of 
all, that God’s blessing is a reflection of his incredible love for his creation. While it is 
invisible in its essence, his blessing is invincible, overcoming everything that earth or hell 
can throw against it.’*? 

As such, the New Covenant transforms man based on the Jeremiah 31:31-34 
statements regarding the mind, inner man, and heart. In all three of these areas the 
communication with God through the New Covenant or Bible creates a transformed 
person.” It is the communication of God through the word and man's counter- 
communication through prayer that brings a new man with a Christ-like character.“ On 
communicating with God, Kris Vallotton says, “At times, the Lord speaks to us in a still 
small voice from within our Spirit. This can be heard as a passing thought, sudden 
impression, or internal ‘sense’ of something that God is saying.”*° This communication 


with God is totally life changing. A biblical example of this transformation from 


43 Jim Cymbala, Break through Prayer (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003), 12. 
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4 June Hunt, How to Rise above Abuse: Victory for Victims of Five Types of Abuse (Eugene, OR: 
Harvest House Publishing, 2010), 203. 


4 Dietrich Bonhoefer, The Cost of Discipleship (New York, NY: TouchStone, 2018), 103. 
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© Kris Valloton, Basic Training for the Prophetic Ministry (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image 
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encounter in the mind, inner man, and heart is seen with Moses and the burning bush. He 
was transformed into having the mind of a leader (exodus, leader in wilderness), the inner 
man with strength of righteousness (law giver), and the heart for the people (intercessor). 

The theological foundations paper speaks of the doctrines of Inspiration of 
Scripture and Logos Christology. Inspiration of Scripture deals with the authority of the 
word, while Logos Christology deals with its personhood as Christ and its mighty power 
to transform. As it relates to the discipline of communication, it can be understood by the 
word’s direct power as the most authoritative message from God to man. It is the 
message which speaks each day, and it can be rhema and enlivened for personal 
circumstances.*” Margie Burger gives witness to this, saying, “As we read God's word, 
the Holy Spirit will speak directly to our lives. The written word comes alive for our 
individual circumstance, and we know that God has spoken to us.”*® 

When dealing with the Logos aspect of the power of the word, the strength of the 
organizing principle of Jesus Christ is transforming us from GLORY to Glory. Vallotton 
speaks about releasing the Logos: 

As Jesus explains, our words release the reality of our hearts. We “bring forth” 

either good things or evil things as our words unlock the treasure of our hearts. 

So, what happens when God speaks in a prophetic declaration? It releases the 

treasures of His heart, the power of His very being and nature, which is also His 


grace, into our lives. Grace (Charis) is more than God's unmerited favor. It is the 
operational power of God.” 


47 Michael Youssef, Counting the Stars in an Empty Sky (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2019), 
187. 


48 Margie Burger, Lord Teach Us to Pray: A Study of Personal Prayer (Nashville, TN: 
Discipleship Resources, 2009), 52. 
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As we spend time in the word, we are releasing the Logos and its power into our lives.°° 
It is a mindboggling ability to recreate man into the image of Christ.>! 

The historical foundations paper is the last one investigated in the context of 
interpersonal communication theory. The historical foundations give evidence of the 
personal relationship of many Reformation leaders to God as the cornerstone of the 
transformation of the Church world and secular society. The Reformation leaders intently 
studied the scripture as a message from God to both themselves and the Church world. 
This brought about world-changing transformation. The major point of the historical 
foundations chapter regarding interpersonal communication theory is the power of one- 
person relationship and communication with God. Reformation leaders learned to listen 
to and inquire of the scripture. They grew to change not only how church was done, but 
also the atmosphere of the Church into a climate that is expressive of many varying 
beliefs about God. 

Doug Hill expresses a view of God’s voice that the Reformation Era leaders 
would likely agree with: 

For God, as we shall see, speaks in a multitude of tongues. Sometimes He 

whispers. Other times He shouts. Seldom does He appear in a burning bush and 

speak to us directly. One God is a God of nudges, signals and signs. He sends 

bagels to our homes, other times He plants ideas in our heads. He can push us in a 

direction He wants us to go or close off a pathway we feel sure we ought to take. 


He can reassure with comfort as we kneel in prayer, inspire us with a strange but 
burning conviction, or strengthen us with confidence as we face a challenge.” 


®° Ann Spangler, Praying the Names of God (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004), 12. 


5! Joy Lamb, The Sword of the Spirit the Word of God: A Handbook for Praying God’s Word 
(Jacksonville, FL: Lamb’s Books, 2018), 6-9. 


* Doug Hill, How to Listen to God (New York, NY: Guidepost, 2008), 9. 
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Interpersonal communication theory gives definition and explanation to the phenomenon 
of transformation. Transformation is at the heart of the relationship between the creator 
and creature. This relationship with transformation for a Christian is an eternal growing 


process. We will be changed by his glory. 


CHAPTER SIX 


PROJECT ANALYSIS 


This chapter is an analysis and review of the Doctor of Ministry project. For a 
thorough treatment of the project and its discernable truths that have been extracted from 
the contexts under review a revisiting of the body of evidence in support of the project 
analysis (the above chapters) will be considered. A brief sketch of the problem and the 
hypothesis will be set forth here. The problem that the research is designed to bring forth 
evidence to cure is that Christians are not experiencing growth and maturity to a 
deepened Christ-like character. This project is a study regarding one possible antidote to 
that problem. The project was performed in the Context of Kzoo Prayer Center the 
Healing Rooms of West Michigan. The ministry resides in the Pathfinder United 
Methodist Church. The Kzoo Prayer Center is an affiliate of the International Association 
of Healing Rooms. It is a parachurch organization which draws upon an 
interdenominational prayer team to pray at the scheduled time in private sessions for 
individual healings. This ministry model is an off shoot of a ministry to the sick started in 
1890s. Although a modeled version of a foundational move, it is a current move to 
release the gift and power of the Holy Spirit to this generation. 

The hypothesis stated in the introduction as the question guiding the research 
study and its ability to probe for answers is if a person will participate in the Kzoo Prayer 
Center the Healing Rooms of West Michigan as a prayer ministry, prayee, or 
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training attendee he or she will experience spiritual transformation which is visible 
through a changed heart, mind, body, and moral agency. The Kazoo Prayer Center 
programs consists of private healing prayer ministry session, prayer ministry teem 
opportunities and two eight-hour teaching sessions. The project is meant to examine the 
efficacy of the Kzoo Prayer Center Healing Rooms as a tool of renewal. From this point 
of establishing a hypothesis the foundation chapters of the research follow the 
development of the power of the word (Bible) and Bible-based prayer as primary agents 
for change that are used as tools by the Kzoo Prayer Center to bring renewal or 
transformation. 

Any discussion of integrating the four foundational chapters must begin with the 
basic vision of the overall project. From the vision, all the integrated works of the 
biblical, historical, theological, and interdisciplinary foundational chapters are reviewed 
and placed in position of its additional contributions to the final project as transformed 
through this process. Each work contributed to in-depth understanding of the research 
and how to approach the implementation of the project. Each foundation chapter will be 
boiled down to its core important relevant points. 

The original vision for the project was taken from my spiritual journey with God. 
It is referenced in the synergy chapter that explores the seasons of life leading to the 
Doctor of Ministry degree. The root experience was the mental problem during my 
thirties. It was a dark period in which the word of God of became my friend. The overall 
view of the Doctor of Ministry project is to develop a study to reveal the power of 


transformation that the believer goes through when submitted to the word of God and 
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word-based prayer. The transformation to a Christ-like character is part of the call as a 


believer to be a Son of God. 
The second chapter is the biblical foundation chapter. In this chapter, Jeremiah 
31:31-34 was the biblical passage that was exegeted. The passage reads as follows: 
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a New Covenant 
with the House of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the Hand of Egypt — a Covent that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the Covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and they shall be my people. No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other “Know the Lord,” “For 
they shall all know me, form the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more” (Jer. 31:31-34). 
It is the discussion of the new covenant in its power to transform the believer by “putting 
his law within them" and “will write in on their hearts.” This basic cornerstone is the 
transformation process which occurs to man as he cleaves to the word of God and prayer. 
The exegesis of this passage brought the views and interpretation of commentary, books, 
dictionaries, and alternate translations. As such three area were underscored as the prime 
areas of transformation which are the mind, inner man or soul, and the heart. These are 
primary areas to be researched in the project. The mind as a concept to be studied 
requires data on changes in ideologies and beliefs. The inner man or soul data to be 
collected are moral and habit changes to a more moral agent. The final area to be 
researched is the heart which is to be studied as it changes to servant and giving action. 
These are all to be observed through data collection methods in which the inspired word 
of God and pray changes from old sin man to new Christ-like characteristics. The 


measurement instruments supplied by the word of God will be used to understand 


changes in the believer and how the word plays apart. 
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The historical chapter centered on reformation and four leaders of the times. They 
are John Wycliff, Desiderius Erasmus Roterodamus, Martin Luther, and the Anabaptists 
movement. There are several important contributions this powerful work makes. One of 
the most important is it provides an evidential study on the personal relationship of each 
man to God and how it impacted the world. Their personal time with the Lord and the 
study of scripture in the original languages created a whole new biblical theology based 
on early Christian biblical standards. The Bible itself changed each of these men. Its 
effects gave a foundation of biblical truth to which our church world today is grounded. 
The historical foundation chapter gave evidence to the power of the word and prayer in 
that it was the universal center of the movement. With the focus on the original language 
in biblical interpretation, it is easy to see the word as the common denominator speaking 
independently to the many strong leaders of the Reformation. The chapter is like looking 
at the whole subject of the word and seeing it through the eyes of scientific research as an 
experience of the impact of the power of the word on individuals, and the Christian world 
(past, present, and future). 

The historical foundation chapter impacted the project by providing 
documentation that the word on its own is powerful and it breaks all oppression and 
delivers from all forms of bondage. It illuminated the truth and freed the church from 
religious bondage into a transformed new world. It gives proof that even today bondage 
is broken, and new men come forth with time in the word and prayer. The illumination 
from the word transforms men into their destination as a person and leader in every 


sphere. 
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The Doctor of Ministry project that was researched is focused entirely on the 
word of God (Bible) and its power to transform. Both the spiritual nature of the word and 
its power to transform need to be examined within an insightful theological framework. 
In order to dissect and deeply examine the basic theological concepts which allow the 
word to transform individuals and the body of Christ, a systematic theological 
understanding of the word and its power was at the center of this research. The two 
places within the Systematic Theology that really examines the word of God is the 
Doctrine of the Inspiration of Scripture and Christology. Within Christology, it is 
particularly the study of Christ known as the word or Logos which reveals the power of 
the word. The embodiment of the person of Christ as word is what gives the word 
incredible power. Both of them were briefly examined to outline them and underscore 
their importance. 

The Doctrine of the Inspiration of Scriptures places the word as special revelation 
in contrast to general revelation, which is creation. As special, it is revelation designed 
and authored by our Creator, specifically to reveal himself. As evidence of its special 
revelation stature, scripture declare its divine origins in many places within itself. One 
central passage cited for internal evidence of its Divine nature is 2 Peter 1:26, which says, 
“No prophecy ever came by the will of men; but men spake from God, being moved by 
the Holy Spirit.” It is this kind of textual support found in the Bible that explains its 
power and authority in the lives of men. The Bible speaking of itself in 2 Timothy 3:16 
states that the Bible purpose is “to teach, reproof, correct, and train in righteousness.” 


That is the heart of transformation to a new Christ-like character person. 
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It is the Doctrine of Inspiration of Scripture which informs the Doctor of Ministry 
project of the divine source and actual purpose for which the word of God was created. 
The theological foundation chapter clearly gives the highest authority to the word of God 
as divinely inspired. It also reveals the purpose of the word is to transform man. 

The Logos Theology is in fact the theological interpretation of the person of Jesus 
as the incarnation of the word of God. To further explain the power of the word and its 
identity as Jesus Christ the description found in the Systematic Theology by Thomas C. 
Oden states, “Now we speaks of that same life — the source and ground of life itself — that 
has appeared and become known in history in an incomparable way through the Word 
spoken and embodied in Jesus the Word of Life.”! This spiritual concept is backed up in 
the word in several places both in John 1:14 and in 1 John 1:1-3. The importance of 
Logos Theology is that Jesus is both the organizing principle of the universe and the 
word of God which speaks transformation into the minds, inner man (moral agency), 
body, and heart to believers who spend time in the word. Believes begin to bear the 
image of Christ as they “look into the word.” Believers become like Him. 

The theological foundation chapter sets out the power of the word as both inspired 
and the person of Christ. It is very elevating of the word of God and at the same time 
demonstrates the whole purpose of it transforming mankind into a Christ-like man. It 
explained more in-depth the power of “God breathed” word in the depth of God’s 
purpose for the new covenant in terms of creating a true image bearer of Christ. 

The last chapter is that of the interdisciplinary foundation. The chosen field 
interdisciplinary foundation chapter is communication. The big picture concept of this 


' Thomas C. Oden, ed., Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: 
InterVarsity Press, 2007), 32. 
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research is to probe the use of the Bible and prayer in communication between God and 
man in the transformative process. The basic theory within communications is the 
interpersonal communication theory. In which there is a sender (God), a message (Bible) 
and a receiver (the believer). 

Some reasons for importance of this study are that speaking, and listening are at 
the heart of language. They are key in organizing and thinking thoughts. It must be 
understood that our communication with God nurtures us and transforms us into another 
better person. Communicating with God opens the depth of our being and relays to God 
our thoughts, feeling, perceptions, and postures in faith. 

Along with the relational aspects of communication this field of study brought out 
many components of communication. These are listening, language (words), hearing, and 
nonverbal. These components bring focus to the process of communicating in the details 
of the experience. It brings definition and focus to those areas. Also, boundaries to 
defining in the Doctor of Ministry project, the different components for tracking and 
study. Also, the field brings vocabulary that is well understood by the common man to 
use in the study. Definitions to vocabulary are basically understood by the general 
population. Also, interpersonal communication theory gives a whole new thought grid to 
use to help analyze data and its interpretation. It will also help in forming conclusions in 
what this communication means to man and how it instructs in the transformation. 

These four chapters form the basis of the Doctor of Ministry project, which 
research the power in the anointed word of God and prayer as used in Kzoo Prayer Center 
to recreate from the old sin man an image bearer of Christ. Each chapter flushes out 


different concepts and ideas which have added to the understanding and revelation about 
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the power of the word and prayer and how it should be addressed in the study. The study 


is built on these chapters. They are the anchor and mooring of the study and its findings. 


Methodology 

To thoroughly discuss the project a brief overview of both the organizational 
development of this research chapter and the research project will be given. To begin 
with this research project is a review of the programs offered by the Healing Room. So, 
the research covers four of five of their offered programs. The programs are Monday 
Night Prayer, Healing Prayer Training, Releasing Freedom Training, and Case Studies of 
Prayer Team Members’ outstanding prayees. Also, a group of interviews were given to 
experts in the local community on transformation. Their opinions and thoughts have been 
used to help in analysis and understanding of the Kazoo Prayer Center programs. 

Each program will be treated as a separate case in which there will be a thorough 
treatment of the program and triangulated. Yin says, ““A second reporting format is the 
multiple-case version of the classic single-case study. Your full multiple-case report will 
consist of single cases.”” The research design of this study is qualitative. As a qualitative 
strategy for conducting the research, the use of narrative phenomenological research was 
applied. Narrative research focuses on an individual to supply stories about themselves. 
The researcher then retells the story into a narrative.? The phenomenological research 


strategy views a human experience, or the phenomenon as told from the experience of the 


? Robert K. Yin, Case Study Research Design and Methods (Los Angeles, CA: SAGE, 2014), 184. 
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participants in the research phenomenon.* The phenomenon is Monday Night Prayer, the 
Healing Prayer Training, and Releasing Freedom Training, and Team Membership. The 
narrative research strategy is in many open-ended questioned in the various research 
instruments created to incite narrative response. 

The design of the research and its collection is around the use of pre- and post-test 
surveys, interviews (phone and in person), observation sheets, and document study. The 
participants were expected to give evidence of transformation through their reference in 
post-test surveys and interviews (as compared to pre-test) in heart (giving, acts of 
service), mind (thoughts, beliefs, and ideology), body (healing) and inner man or moral 
agency (morals, habits, and sensitivity to conscience). The evidence of effectiveness for 
the agency of change (the Bible and Bible-based prayer) as used within the context of 
Kzoo Prayer Center has been investigated through open-ended and checklist survey 
questions. Further any suggestions or criticisms of the Kzoo Prayer Centers programs 
were questioned in the survey and interview process. 

At Monday Night Prayer data was collect through pre- and post-test surveys. 
These surveys were given to the participant through email prior to and after a scheduled 
time of prayer. The participant filled out surveys and sent them back through Google 
Drive. Also, to further investigate and document the transformation of the participant 
observation sheets were filled out by the prayer ambassadors (prayer team members) 
during the private prayer session. This is to document the phenomenon of God 
communicating with the participant during the prayer session. The prayer ambassador 


records on the observation sheet nonverbal communication, messages, and scriptures 


4 Creswell, Research Design, 245. 
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from the Lord they receive for the participant, and the participant’s personal testimony of 
the prayer session. Finally, the telephone interview is given after four weeks after to see 
its lasting effects. 

In the Healing Prayer Training Day, the data was gathered by pre- and post- 
survey concerning the content of the day. The survey was nine questions with several 
opened-ended questions. This was to enlist the views they held before training and to 
reveal any perceived transformations after the training. Also, in the same vein of data 
collection is the Releasing Freedom Training Day dealing with inner healing and 
deliverance. Again, in this training day a pre- and post-test survey before and after the 
training is given. Again, there was not more than ten questions to the pre-survey (nine) 
and post-survey (ten). Again, these surveys were designed together for information about 
their perception of how they saw deliverance and inner healing before the training and to 
capture any change after the training. The post-survey was to capture any personal 
change through their own reflections and interactions with the Holy Spirit throughout the 
training. Finally, a phone interview of some participants for both training days was given 
after the Releasing Freedom Training. Some participants of the phone interview had only 
been to one of the days, others both days. The rule generally is that a participant in the 
training must attend the Healing Prayer Training to attend the Releasing Freedom 
Training. So, most participants attended both. 

Finally, the case study participants included three Kzoo healing team members, a 
long-term attender of Monday Night Prayer, and a child who received a healing miracle. 
The case study contains a one-hour interview covering the participant’s whole life and 


their involvement with the Kzoo Prayer Center. The interview is to investigate the change 
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the Kzoo Prayer Center has made in all these lives. As part of the investigations in the 
case study a document study was also conducted. The document study is to reveal 
spiritually significant things that happened to the participants. Four of the five 
participants have documented healings from which the healing rooms played a role. 
There are a host of other documents that the participants have also included in their 
discussion of their spiritual lives. 

Finally, a small panel of three expert witnesses in the local area are a part of the 
background research for the study. The expert witnesses were given questions in the area 
of expertise for transformations to a new man. Their views were divergent because they 
hold different positions of leadership in the area. One was founder of a counseling 
ministry, another a director of a prayer and worship house, and the other deliverance and 
inner healing ministry. Their opinions give a powerful lens of knowledge and forms an 
analytical grid to shift through the depths of data. The questions included in the expert 
witness interview were regarding their own walk with Christ and the agents for change 
(prayer and the Bible), the interviews give a depth in understanding transformation and 
its process. These questions put together the puzzle of transformation and renewal in the 
believer’s life. 

The total number of human subjects’ participants enrolled in all the various 
programs within the study was initially thoughts to be estimated between twenty and 
twenty-five. This estimate was given because of the problem of the Kazoo Prayer Center 
limited hours (Monday night, and four trainings a year), and the Covid pandemic, which 


caused restrictions in all the meetings. However, the final count for people involved in 
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the study as participants was over forty people. Not all people completed the survey and 
paperwork, but they did participate for some part of the study. 

Participant selection for the study was done through its natural (normal) means of 
acquiring participants in their programs. The Kzoo Prayer Center the Healing Rooms of 
West Michigan in a non-denominational non-profit Christian Organization open to the 
public. There are no specific requirements that anyone has to meet to be an attender of 
Monday Night Prayer, Healing Prayer Training, or Releasing Prayer Training. So, a 
general advertisement is sent out on face book, email, internet, word of mouth, as well as 
mailings to area churches. Also, a large picture, biographical material, and general 
information regarding the research study was sent out through the same mediums, 
internet, email etc. This was to encourage people to become involved in the study. Also, 
to all inquiries about all Kzoo Prayer Center programs a cover letter was sent out 
describing the research study and inviting their participation. Kzoo Prayer Center is also 
sited on the International Association of Healing Rooms website. The participants for the 
case study are Healing Rooms team members and participants in the programs who have 
been highlighted by both a large transformation and lack of transformation as observed 
by the healing prayer team. The expert witness are experts and leaders in the community 
in diverse ministries making impact in transformation. They were chosen because of their 
leadership and their openness to selection. 

The study does not include protected groups except for one case study. The case 
study included one child under eighteen years old. Inclusion of the protected group 
required a background check for all of the prayer team member in attendance. So, only 


one case study was conducted with a private interview and a parent in attendance at 
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Pathfinder Church. Currently, the Kzoo Prayer Center has the prayee (the one who is 


prayed for) sign a liability release. 

The research was conducted concerning Monday Night Prayer, Healing Prayer 
Training, and Releasing Freedom Training, because of the pandemic on zoom and 
telephone. This requires a different course of data collection than was originally 
submitted on the Human Subject Research Board application covering data collecting. 
So, a modification to the Human Subject Research Board application was made and 
ratified by the board. The implied consent, pre-test and post-test surveys, team 
observation sheet had to be sent through email to all involved (participants of research, 
non-participant of research, prayee, team members). All paperwork for the study as well 
as intake, and registration forms had to be protected for the privacy of individuals. The 
meeting in the Monday Night prayer, the Healing Prayer Training, and Releasing 
Freedom Training would all be held on zoom. The interview in both the expert witness 
and the case study interview was held on zoom if needed, otherwise they were held in 
person. 

The Monday Night Prayer, Healing Prayer Training, and Releasing Freedom 
Training information was sent out by the Director Dr. Peg Bird. A third-party minister 
was procured to help with filing and administering the research. The third-party ministry 
is a member of Kzoo Prayer Center’s prayer team with a background as a medical 
receptionist. Dr. Peg Bird is a retired school psychologist with a Doctor of Ministry 
degree from United Theological Seminary. They both have a background of working in 
extensive ways with computers, data collecting, and filing data. To be a participant in the 


study a person would have to contact Kzoo Prayer Center or Dr. Peg Bird. Dr. Peg Bird 
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sent out the information through email and then waited for a response to appoint a time 
on the upcoming Monday night for a prayer session. For both Healing Prayer Training 
Day and Releasing Training Day Dr. Bird sent out the advertisement and waited for a 
response. When an interested respondent sent an inquiry back, she sent the information to 
them through email. 

The information package was sent out a week before for Healing Prayer Training 
and Releasing Freedom Training. The information packet for Monday Night Prayer was 
sent out a few days before Monday. All surveys, letters, implied consents, observation 
sheet, and intake forms were encrypted through Google suites. The third-party minister 
filed the papers when returned in files covering the whole study. There was a paper file 
constructed with date of birth as the identifier. After the response for Monday Night 
Prayer was received a date and time was sent out to participant. On Monday night the 
participant (beloved) would zoom in to a waiting room and from there to the front desk 
and the host would send them to the assigned breakout rooms. The participant (beloved) 
in the breakout room were prayed for by a team of three prayer team members 
(ambassadors) in privacy. During the prayer session the observation sheet was filled out 
by a team member (ambassador). The observation sheet was encrypted through Google 
Drive and sent to team members prior to Monday night. The observation sheet when 
filled out was sent to Google Drive and filed. Then the post package of information 
regarding how to keep one’s healing was sent out. This includes declarations, 
prescriptions for healing, the Father’s Love Letter, and post-test survey. The post-test 


survey is returned to Google Drive when fill out and submitted. 
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For the Healing Prayer Training and Releasing Freedom Training, Dr. Bird sent 


out information packets concerning the day training. This was done one to two weeks 
before actually meeting. The email concerning all the information also included the cover 
letter on the research, implied consent, and pre-test survey (Google Drive). The training 
was a day of eight-hour teaching and activities on zoom. Immediately, after the training 
day the post-survey (on Google Drive) was sent out. It was returned within the week. 

The expert witness interviews were held both on zoom and in person. All of the 
case studies were in person. They were held at the Pathfinder United Methodist Church. 
The expert witnesses and case studies both were monitored by note taking, and recording. 
Gathering data during Covid presented challenges and difficulties. It was very difficult to 
get the study up and going because it was labor intensive. Also, it was difficult to 
supervise all the participants through the process to collect data. In supervising people, 
one of the most trying aspects was getting the people to fill out all the paperwork in order 
to have complete data for the study. Part of the reason was that the prospective 
participants need their minds put at ease. All this would have been easier had we been in 
person. Christians with knowledge and spiritual depth continue through the paper maze to 
create a mature and in-depth study. However, this created a less clearly picture of those 
who attend the Healing Rooms programs. 

The final consideration is the purpose of doing the project this way. The reason 
for choosing to do the project within the context of the Kzoo prayer center programs was 
because of my own positive experience with the Healing Rooms in Zion Illinois. I was 
not a part of the Healing Rooms in Zion, but I did attend prayer sessions. At Kzoo Prayer 


Center, I grew to understand the benefits in the renewal aspects for myself. Also, I was 
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able to encounter the richness of renewal among the body of Christ as a whole. This 
picture of renewal is experienced through the growth from the hybrid environment of 
interdenominational prayer team. 

In shifting through all possible ways of structuring the research the point of 
documenting the transforming or renewal aspect of the Healing Rooms experience 
became primary. So, in order to reveal and capture the powerful gift of renewal the 
Healing Rooms is, it was desired to show the anointing of each program of the Healing 
Rooms. They touch a wide variety of people both denominational and 
nondenominationally. The goal was to give the participants the opportunity to talk about 
their experience in a natural narrative approach and establish clear boundaries on what 
kind of transformation occurred. So, one of my strengths was that each program was 
already designed and running. There was a lot of intimate knowledge of the program and 
an openness by Kzoo Prayer Center leadership to investigation. So, in depth surveys, 
interviews, observation sheet, and documents studies were created with the assistance of 
Dr. Peg Bird, the third-party minster and contextual associates. 

I think my strength as a Christian as well as my familiarity with many moves of 
the spirit allowed in depth questioning on the surveys and interviews. Also, my 
undergraduate degrees in English and Communications brought a deeper understanding 
of the subject matter and yielded deeper questions for the surveys. These strengths gave 
me a better handle on the meaning behind the answers to the surveys, and interviews. 
Finally, as an experienced Christian, I know the power of two or three gathered in Jesus’ 
name to prayer is very real. It is also the power of teaching of the word and its 


transformative power in my own life that encouraged the investigation of the healing 
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rooms programs. Therefore, the Christian experience in my life and the power of these 
transformative aspects became the focus of the project. 

Also, the view that Christ body is one new man being formed in the healing 
rooms through the intermixing of many different denominations and peoples was 
transfixing and revealing. The prayer times together (all members) is a picture of a 


unified Christ’s body. 


Implementation 

The implementation of the project is the actual operation of the program to extract 
the research data that tested the hypothesis. In this section the program details and what 
occurred during the scheduled meetings were discussed. To begin with identities within 
the surveyed population of Monday Night prayer will be assigned a number as data is 
collected to protect the person’s identity. One capital letter was assigned to the Healing 
Prayer data for each participant. For the Releasing Freedom Training, a double set of 
capital letters were assigned to each participant. I solely handled the case studies and 
although the participants are known, they were not named in the study and will go by a 
combination of letters and numbers. The expert witnesses were assigned alternate 
identities to distinguish between other test populations. Further this gave a humanness to 


their comments. 


Monday Night Prayer / Team Membership Observation 
To begin with the demographic for the Monday Night Prayer, there were a total of 


eight responses initially that filled out a prayer request form. Only five completed the 
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total process of implied consent, pre- and post-test survey, observation sheet, and phone 
interview. So, the study only included the five total complete cases. First, all five were 
women and all were saved (had a relationship with Jesus Christ). They all had 
experienced water baptism. The ages range from thirty-five-years-old to seventy-years of 
age. 

The description of Monday Night Prayer throughout the research collection as 
recorded during the project observance will be recalled here. The team came together 
every Monday Night at 6:00 p.m. From 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., there was fellowship and 
devotion to start the night. This was by design to lay down the burdens of the day and 
focus on Christ. From 7:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., the Healing Rooms receives both phone 
calls, emails messages, and live clients to pray over. The clients came with all kinds of 
needs. The prayers lasted for twenty to thirty minutes. The prayer sessions were managed 
by two or three prayer ambassadors from the healing rooms team. The Healing Rooms 
uses the five-step prayer model espoused by John Wimber, Randy Clark, Francis McNutt, 
and Cal Pierce (This is the model authorized by International Association of the Healing 
Rooms).° The Healing Rooms has many documented miracles. The research was 
conducted from January 18 to March 6, 2021. Each meeting will be explained and those 
prayer requests that were not a part of research will be referred to in the total amount of 
prayer request. Also, there was only a few live requests over that time span which filled 


out the full amount of paperwork. So, some nights there was no participants. 


> Rush Hunt, Healing Prayer Training Manuel (Madisonville, KY: Main Street Pray Center, 
2013), 1. 
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Monday January 18, 2021 


The team members present are Dr. Peg Bird, Brother Don, Jodi, Rhonda, Carol, 
Celeste, Laurie, Amy, Suzanne, and Sue B. During the fellowship and devotion time the 
opening prayer was given by Laurie. The devotion was given by Carol on “The Oracle” 
by Jonathan Cahn. There was a discussion of end time events considering all occurring 
events in the world. The scripture referred to was | Peter 2:13-14, which referenced to 
submitting ourselves to the governors of our nation. The discussion that followed showed 
the difference of opinion on how to see and react to current world events. Everyone 
agreed the current events are right out of Revelations. 

The team was broken up into three smaller teams of three people to pray for 
beloveds’ requests. There are three live participants in the research to be prayed for in the 
breakout rooms that night. The teams were as follows. Team One was Celeste, Rhonda, 
and Brother Don. This team had a total of four requests to pray for, only one was a live 
participant. The live research participant was participant two who had agreed to be in 
research and had completed the paperwork. However, she did not show up at her 
appointed time. So, the team could not pray over her. The other requests were prayed 
over and returned to the main screen at 7:45 p.m. 

Team Two was Suzanne, Laurie, and Amy. This team also had a live participant 
who had agreed to the research. She was to come on zoom at 7:30 p.m. She also did not 
come at her scheduled time. The team prayed over all other requests and returned to main 
screen. Team Three was also scheduled with a live participant who had agreed to be part 
of the research. This is Participant One who was prayed over for healing of a non-life 


threating physical need. The team recorded on the observation sheet that during the pre- 
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prayer before Participant One came to the breakout room the team used commanding 
prayer for her healing. Further, they recorded the use of scripture which they were 
directed to by the Holy Spirit. The team also observed and recorded that Participant One 
felt love, and peace, as part of the nonverbal communication from the Lord during prayer. 
The team reported that Participant One testified that she had a feeling of a deep sense of 
peace, spiritual rest, sensed release, lightness, and freedom. The team felt she had 


received from the Holy Spirit and that there was a real change or transformation. 


Monday January 25, 2021 

The team members present on this night were Dr. Peg Bird, Suzy, Diana, Rhonda, 
Sue, Carol, and Celeste. Sue gave the opening prayer. The devotion was taught by Suzy. 
The devotion centered on the following scriptures: John 1:1-5, Matthew 4:4, John 6:58, 
and John 6:48. All these scriptures pointed to Jesus as the bread of life. This study reveals 
him as our sustainer and life giver. The group was then broken down to three teams of 
two people each. Team One was Rhonda and Celeste, and they were assigned three 
prayer requests to pray over. One of the requests was a live participant who had filled out 
all paperwork to be in the study. The participant had been signed up for the Monday 
before and did not show up. Participant Two attended this night in the prayer room. She 
was experiencing a lot of warfare and demonic activity in her circumstances. The team 
during the pre-prayer over the participant revealed the Holy Spirit leading to be a spirit of 
confusion and fear. Also, a spirit of embattlement seemed present. The team records the 
manifestations of the Holy Spirt upon Participant Two when prayed for as feeling of love 


and peace. The team also believe she receive a transformative touch from God. They 
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recorded that they spoke light and life over her and sang a child’s song over her. She left 


feeling better and with joy. The other two teams were team two and team three. They 
both prayed for four requests each. Team Two was Sue and Carol. Team Three was Suzy 


and Diana. The meeting closed at 8:00 p.m. 


Monday February 1, 2021 

The team’s member present were Brother Don, Dr. Peg Bird, Suzanne, Rhonda, 
Jodi, Celeste, Laurie, Carol, Kathleen, Amy, Carl, Suzy, and Sue. Opening Prayer was 
given by Suzy. The devotion was given by Celeste which is all about seeing life in the 
spirit. Celeste referred to Barry Bennett’s book What Is It You See? She also built her 
teaching on the scriptures 2 Kings 6:1-20, 2 Corinthians 4:18, Hebrews 11:1, and 
Matthews 6:22-23. These scriptures all bring out the concept of spiritual sight and that 
Christians are to see in the Spirit and walk by faith. Four teams were made of the people 
present. Team One was Rhonda, Brother Don, and Sue. Team Two was Laurie, Kathleen, 
and Celeste. Team Three was Suzanne and Jodi. Team Four was Suzy, Carol, and Amy. 
Each team was given two prayer requests but none of them was a research participant. 


So, this night no data was collected. The team ended at 8:00 p.m. 


Monday, February 8, 2021 

The team this Monday night was Brother Don, Dr. Peg, Rhonda, Jodi, Celeste, 
Kris, Laurie, and Suzanne, Suzy, Carl, and Amy. The opening prayer was given by 
Celeste. The devotion time was taught by Jodi. Her topic was sozo or abundant life. She 


spoke on the revelation that sozo is salvation and biblically speaking it includes 
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deliverance, prosperity, and healing. The term saved occurs fifty-three times in the Bible 
referring to abundant life. She referenced such scriptures as James 5:15, Psalms 103:2-3, 
and | Peter 2:24. Teams were made of three prayer teams. Team One was Jodi, Rhonda, 
and Kris. Team Two was made up of Laurie, Suzanne, and Kathleen. Team Three was 
Suzy, Sue, and Carol. The members of Team Four were Amy, Carl, and Celeste. Each 
team was assigned three prayer requests to pray over for the night. The only research 
participant during the evening was Participant Three who was assigned to Team Two. 
The research Participant Three arrived at 7:00 p.m. The team held their pre-prayer before 
the arrival of Participant Three. The team felt she had been persecuted in her family. 
Also, there was bitterness to pray for as well. During the time of prayer for Participant 
Three, she experienced crying as a manifestation of the Lord’s touch on her life. To the 
team she seemed to receive well all they were saying and praying. She was encouraged 
by the prayer and exemplified more hope than before. At the close of the prayer time, she 
testified that she was encouraged, and she felt God was moving in her family life. She left 


excited and hopeful. The meeting of the Healing Rooms closed at 8:00 p.m. 


Monday, February 15, 2021 

The team was comprised this night of Brother Don, Dr. Peg, Jodi, Rhonda, Sue, 
Suzanne, and Laurie. The meeting was opened by Jodi with prayer. The devotions were 
led by Suzanne and its topic was nothing impossible with God. The scripture she used to 
show her point clearly was Luke 1:37, Ephesian 3:20-21, Psalm 23:14. These scriptures 
are very encouraging of the fact that nothing is higher and greater than God. He lives at a 


much higher level than we do and his plans for us are higher and greater than ours. 
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The team broke down to two person per group. Sue, and Don made up Team One. 


Team Two, was Laurie and Rhonda. On Team Three were team Jodi, and Suzanne. All 
teams were assigned four prayer requests to be prayed over. Team Three was assigned 
Participant Four and this participant was a live active participant. In terms of the research, 
only Participant Four was prayed over this night. Participant Four was standing in the gap 
for a friend seriously ill with a devastating disease. It was a difficult night with 
technology and Participant Four had to use her phone in her car to speak to the team. The 
Team Three spokesperson said the technology made the whole meeting difficult. 
Communication between the team and prayee was certainly more difficult, but the prayee 


seem visibly blessed by prayer. 


Monday, February 22, 2021. 

To open the meeting Suzanne began with prayer. She was followed by Rhonda 
who spoke on the power of love. In the Bible, God makes clear we must love our God 
and our neighbors as the Christ. A list of scripture was discussed including 1 John 4:19, 
Palms 113 and 139:13, Jeremiah 31:3, John 3:16, and Matthew 22. The conversation 
centered on power and the necessity of love in the Christian life. At this point, the team 
of prayer ambassador were broken down to four teams of two each. Team One was 
Brother Don, and Jodi. Team Two was Suzanne and Rhonda. Teams Three consisted of 
Carl and Amy. The final team was Laurie and Sue. There was no research participation 


that night, so no data was collected. 
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March 1, 2021 


The meeting was opened by Rhonda with prayer. Amy then carried on with 
devotions on the topic of kingdom minded. She spoke of all Christians being under 
authority. Also, all Christian should have a sense of the consciousness of Christ within 
them. Another thought to be pondered about the kingdom are that words come from the 
heart and so we must watch our mouths as anointed people. 

From that point the breakout rooms and teams are assigned. There were three 
teams of three with four prayer requests to each team. The Team One was Laurie, 
Rhonda, and Sue. Team Two was Don, Susie, and Carol. Team Three was Carl, Amy, 
and Celeste. That night there was one live participant and that was Participant Five. 
Participant Five was assigned to Team One. Participant Five entered the Breakout room 
at 7:20 p.m. The reason for the desire for prayer was the serious loss of strength in an 
organ function. 

Pre-prayer for Participant Five revealed too much stress, bitterness, medicine side 
effects, a slow healing. During the actual prayer time, the Holy Spirit directed to Romans 
4:17-18 which states, “calls into being that which does not exist.” The other scripture 
found in Isaiah 43:1-3 figuratively spoke of the danger she was facing and how he was 
with her. Also, during the prayer, a peaceful countenance came over Participant Five and 
gave her reassurance and a sense of his presence. The team felt that there was a true 
communion with the Lord and God was working to heal. The Lord blessed her with a 


sense of peace. The evening closed between 8:15- 8:30 p.m. 
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The Healing Prayer Training 


This program by Kzoo Prayer Center is a training day devoted to physical healing. 
It is eight hours of training for the beloved attendees. It is held in non-Covid conditions 
four times a year. The research is documenting a Healing Praying Training on February 
4, 2021, on zoom. This was the first time it was held on zoom. 

Nine attendees completed demographic paperwork. The total originally registered 
was twenty-five, but only fifteen attended. Of those in the research there was seven 
females and two males. The ages of those in the research ranged from forty-five years to 
seventy-five years old. All of them attend church. They were from many different 
denominations and were from different parts of the country. They were from Indiana, 
Illinois, and Michigan. This was a much wider drawl in terms of the area than had ever 
been before to the Healing Prayer Training. The explanation of Healing Prayer Training 
weekend will be given here. Firstly, Healing Prayer Training weekend prior to Covid 
pandemic was Friday night (6:00 - 9:30 p.m.) and all-day Saturday (8:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.). At this Healing Prayer Training it was a one day Zoom event held on Saturday 
February 4, 2021. 

The Healing Prayer Training Day covered the aspects of teaching the word as a 
part of the renewal process encouraged by Healing Rooms. The Healing Prayer Training 
are open to the public and provide training in many aspects of physical healing. The 
weekend is administrated by director, Dr. Peg Bird, and all teachers of the weekend are a 
part of the Healing Rooms prayer team. The training is based on the manual each student 
receives written by Rush Hunt and authorized by the International Associations of 


Healing Rooms (IAHR). 
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The attendees of the day were given a pre-test with an open-ended survey style 
and post- test survey with open ended questions. The survey is to measure their 
transformation and spiritual shift in belief or thought by them in participation at Healing 
Prayer Training. Further, there is also an anointing/impartation session and a time of 
personal ministry in which further change can be monitored. The Healing Prayer Training 
itinerary and the speaker covering the workshop at the appointed time will be reviewed. 
Check in starts at 8:00 a.m. and is followed by welcome, introduction, and worship. The 
first workshop started at 9:00-10:15 a.m. was the “Biblical Basis for Healing” taught by 
Brother Don. It is followed at 10:15-11:30 a.m. by “Roadblocks to Healing” taught by 
Elder Laurie Williams. After lunch at 12:30-1:43 p.m. “Spiritual Authority/Anointing” 
was taught by Dr. Peg Bird. Next is the “Five Step Prayer Model” by Jodi Larson at 1:45- 
2:15 p.m. Celeste Faze taught the “Words of Knowledge” from 2:15 - 3:00 p.m. A 
ministry time for all attendees was held between 3:00-4:00 p.m. Dr. Peg talks about 


“Establish a Ministry” to those interested. Then the day closes. 


Healing Prayer Training Sessions 

In the beginning of the day people would check in with Dr. Peg Bird, the director, 
as they came on the zoom screen. It was exciting, in that many people, a distance away 
were checking in from different states. As the group was waiting for people to check in 
the host, Brother Don Wolfgang would make people welcome and introduce himself. At 
8:30 a.m. till 9:00 a.m. Brother Don opened the meeting. First, he explained the Schedule 
for the day and encouraged everyone to plug computers or tablets in because of the length 


of day. Brother Don introduced the Healing Prayer Training team and then the attendees 
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introduced themselves. At 9:00 a.m. Brother Don open the teaching session of day with 


the worship song “Ever Be.” 


Session One: Biblical Basis for Healing 

Brother Don opened with quotes of healing from John Wesley. Then he told a 
personal testimony of a knee healing of arthritis he received through Healing Rooms 
prayer. After his testimony people asked questions about the healing and how it came 
about. Brother Don then began into the teaching of biblical basis for healing. The book 
for the basis of this teaching is the Rush Hunt’s Healing Prayer Training Manual found 
in Section One pages three through eighteen, and in Cal Pierce’s (Founder of Healing 
Rooms) student manual scripture pages four, and twelve through thirty. In the training 
packet there are notes found on pages three through seven. The training notes were used 
on the zoom screen for attendees to follow during lecture. The topic he covered were 
“Biblical Perspective for Healing and the Elephant in Room! Why Isn’t Everyone that is 
Prayed Over Healed?” 

As part of his lesson plan, Brother Don starts out with the fall in the Garden. The 
four basics separations (Broken relationships) of humankind. Four separations include 1) 
separation from God, 2) separation from ourselves 3) separation from each other 4) 
separations from creation. From this point on the approach to the problem of healing is 
that God the Father, through the new covenant wants to redeem and restore all of creation 
to its original self.® At this point, Brother Don discussed God’s name as healer. The name 
of God is Jehovah-Rapha and means the Lord who heals. Jehovah means, “He that says 


® Don Wolfgang, Kzoo Prayer Center Training Packets (Kalamazoo, MI: Kzoo Prayer Center 
Healing Rooms of West Michigan, 2018), 3-7. 
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who he is, or Iam.” The word raphe means “I am healing.” Another word study was the 


word sozo in Greek. It is the English word salvation. The Greek meaning carries with it 
the connotation of “to be made whole.” It is also a verb; so, it is active and happening. 
The scripture on healing were read and commented upon. The New Testament scripture 
commented upon were Luke 4:21, Luke 7:20-23, Matthew 10:7-8, Matthew 6;7:12-13, 
John 14:12, and James 5:13-15.* 

“‘Why Everyone is Not Healed” was the last topic taught. At this point, the 
theological problem of when we lay hands and prayer for healing why it does not always 
manifest was given some answers. Four main reasons were discussed to include 1) Jesus 
never met a condition he could not cure! But there is a difference between healing and 
curing (This includes death as the final act of curing). 2) The anointing for healing is not 
always present. 3) Jesus Himself lived in the realm of unanswered prayer! 4) We are 
living in “Come near, but not yet” times.’ This session is very strong at answering the 
theological question of does God heal? It also shows His desire to heal to be very great 
and very much for all Christians. It is a very comforting approach to our rights as 


children and as New Testament Believers. 


Session Two: Roadblock to Healing 
The workshop leader for this session was Elder Laurie Williams. I am an Elder at 


the Empowerment Center under Bishop and Overseer Valery Cunningham. The resources 


7 Wolfgang, Training Packet, 3-7. 
8 Rush Hunt, Healing Prayer, 3-13. 


° Wolfgang, Training Packet, 3-7. 
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used as a foundation for the teaching is found in Rush Hunts book Healing Prayer 
Training Manual on pages nineteen through thirty-two. Another great source of 
information was Cal Piece’s student manual pages five through six, and thirty through 
forty-nine. The notes from which the study can be found in the Healing Prayer Training 
packet pages are fourteen through sixteen. Also prepared for this training was a twenty- 
five slide PowerPoint presentation covering all information. “The Roadblocks to 
Healing” information has been broken down into four types of Roadblocks. The four 
types are: a) doubting God (lack of knowledge) b) lack of faith c) unconfessed sin d) 
unforgiveness/others.!° These topics have a number of roadblocks to unmanifested 
healing under each topic. Each reason was covered with scriptural authority and many 
lifetime examples of how the roadblock works and how to overcome it. 

The actual teaching took a long time and went overtime allotted for presentation. 
It gave little time for questions but because of the lunch hour people stayed around and 
conversed about different roadblocks. The presentation answered questions and seemed 
to stimulate thought. The presentation was well done and added a lot of practical 
knowledge to the day. It is something that everyone needed to go over and get clear 


accurate information about. 


Session Three: Spiritual Authority/ Anointing 
The teacher of session three was Dr. Peg Bird, the Director of Kazoo Prayer 
Center. Dr. Bird’s teaching is based on Rush Hunt’s Healing Prayer Training Manual 


section five, “The Anointing” on pages fifty-one through fifty-eight. Also, section four 


0 Wolfgang, Training Packet, 14-16. 
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“Authority of a Believer” on pages forty-one through fifty was foundation for the 


presentation. Another basis for the teaching is Cal Pierce student manual on scripture 
pages seven, eleven, and sixty-five through seventy-one. The teaching centered around a 
comparison slide with anointing on one side and authority on the other. Authority was 
given descriptive words such as: final, authority, commanding, powerful, nothing can 
stand against subduing power, ranking in the spirit, seated with Christ. The anointing was 
defined by Dr. Bird as blessed, favored, right hand of God, increased, and beautiful to the 
Holy Spirit. 

The authority side of the slide included characteristic such as: comes from Jesus, 
deputized, under the director, exousia, Matthew 28:18, Ephesians 1:22 and Ephesians 
2:5-6. The anointing side of the slide included characteristic such as the Holy Spirit, Luke 
4:18, Ephesians 3:20, Charisma-work of Holy Spirit, Matthew 9:9-11, fruit of the spirit, 
gifts of the spirit, and the manifestations of Holy Spirit.'! Dr. Bird talked on the 
comparison between authority and anointing both similarities and distinctions. 

The workshop was excellent and broke new ground in understanding the 
authority of the believer and the anointing. Again, there was little time for questions. 


People commented how it had helped them. It was impactfully presented. 


Session Four: The Five-Step Prayer Model and Words of Knowledge 


This session was team taught by Jodi Larson and Celeste Fase. They are both 


Kzoo Prayer Center team members and are very experienced in prayer ministry. Both the 


'! Hunt, Healing Prayer, 41-54. 
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five-step prayer model and words of knowledge are central to the prayer in the Monday 
Night Prayer Room. 

Jodi Larson taught on the five-step prayer model. The five-step prayer model 
resources are found in the Rush Hunt’s Healing Prayer Training Manual in section six 
pages fifty-nine through sixty-six. Jodi covered the five steps which are: interview, prayer 
selection, praying with power, and post prayer suggestions (not counseling).'* She taught 
by defining five steps of the process and adding personal stories to illustrate. Her 
excitement about command prayer used in the Healing Rooms was very drawing to 
everyone. 

At 2:15 p.m. Celeste Fase spoke on the word of knowledge. The foundation of 
this teaching was found in Rush Hunt manual section three pages thirty-three through 
forty, and also the Randy Clark book WOK. Celeste defined the word of knowledge as 
supernaturally obtained information that you have no way of knowing typically about 
someone. Then she went through a list entitled Words of Knowledge God Communicates 
in many ways which is found on page twenty-five of the Healing Prayer Training notes. 
Some examples are thoughts, divine imagination, open vision, knowledge, and the word. 
She also spoke on her own experience with communicating from God. She also went 
over how Christians can test any word of knowledge. !? 

This session with the two teaching was exciting and insightful of both Jodi and 
Celeste. The attendees were asking questions of how to use the five-step model, and how 


to communicate more effectively with the Lord. Very well taught session. 


Hunt, Training Manuel, 59-66. 


'3 Wolfgang, Training Packet, 24. 
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Session Five: Ministry Time/ Establishing a Ministry 

The ministry session was broken down to four groups with two minister and three 
attendees to be prayed for. The team and the attendees were sent to break out rooms. 
There was a time of ministry for many. The attendees reported much breakthrough in the 
breakout room during prayer. It was a very moving time of prayer for people’s needs. Dr. 
Bird talked separately on “Establishing a Ministry” to an attendee from Indianapolis. She 
gave personal wisdom and council since he was already in the process of the opening a 


Healing Rooms. 


Analysis 

This training was excellent in many ways. The first and probable strongest way 
that everyone felt the teaching aspect of the day was much stronger than it had ever been 
at any pervious training. Every teacher was well prepared, and many had PowerPoints 
and notes. They were all well written. The PowerPoints seemed to make a bigger 
difference on zoom. Another wonderful aspect was the national flavor of the Healing 
Prayer Training. It was a wonderful mix of people. Most attenders to the training were 
real Christians strong and mature. A great maturity of questions and thoughts were 
expressed by them. Also, the anointing (imparting) service during Dr. Bird’s session and 
the ministry time were not impaired by the use of zoom. People seemed genuinely 


impacted by the prayer and ministry. 
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Releasing Freedom Training 

Releasing Freedom Training is an eight-hour training session regarding the 
subject of inner healing and deliverance. It is taught by the members of the Healing 
Rooms prayer team. It has been a long time since the training has been offered and the 
first time on zoom. There were seventeen completed registration forms from all over for 
the day. The total who filled out all paperwork to be in the research study was a total of 
seven. There were five women and two men. The age ranges were from fifty-five to 
eighty-five. Everyone was a church attender. Many different denominations were 


represented (Methodist- Pentecostal). 


Welcome, Introduction, Worship 

The Check in times is 8:00 a.m. People were checked in by Dr. Peg Bird and they 
conversed together as attendees gathered. At 8:30 a.m. the host, Brother Don Wolfgang, 
introduced the topic of inner healing and deliverance. Then the team introduced 
themselves followed by the introduction of the attendees. Then the schedule of the day 
was reviewed by Brother Don. A worship song was then sung named “The Hurt and the 


Healer” by Mercy Me. 


Section One: Introduction 

Brother Don Wolfgang was the speaker for this section. He is the Head Pastor for 
Pathfinder Church and Co-director for Kzoo Prayer Center. Section One is found in Rush 
Hunt’s Releasing Freedom Training Manuel pages one through twenty-two. There was 


an outline prepared in the Releasing Freedom Packet sent out prior to the training. This 
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outline Brother Don used on Big Screen on Zoom to lead people through the teaching. 


Brother Don set out the basics of inner healing and deliverance. It included all things 
from our personal walk with Christ to manifestations of the demonic. The topic covered 
were inner healing and deliverance intertwined, and personal considerations, inner 
healing basics, deliverance basics, and possible effects of the demonic. He pointed out a 
list of scriptural examples and a list of signs of demonic influence found on pages 
seventeen through nineteen. '4 

Brother Don left time for general questions on the understanding of deliverance. 
Many questions about the basics biblical understanding of deliverance were asked. 
Although most attendees understood it basically some were learning it in more depth. A 
lot of doctrine questions were given. Brother Don did a great and thorough job of 
answering the questions. This presentation gave foundation for the full day of teaching. It 
showed where things are in the Bible giving us a base to build on as the team moved 


through the detailed teaching of the subject. 


Section 2: Getting Started 

This section was taught by Dr. Peg Bird. This was an overview of the process of 
releasing freedom (inner healing and deliverance). It is how the ministry of releasing 
freedom should be practiced in the prayer room of the Healing Rooms. The topics Dr. 
Bird dealt with were beginning the process, looking for strong holds, and dealing with the 


demonic. As part of beginning the process, Dr. Bird gave this outline of the process: 1) 


4 Rush Hunt, Releasing Freedom Training Manuel (Madison, KY: Mainstreet Prayer Center, 
2017), 3-17. 
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releasing freedom intake form 2) Schedule 3) ninety minutes — root, prayer, aftercare 4) 
debrief 5) two week reconnect. !° 

Further, Dr. Bird as part of “Looking for Strongholds” talk about finding the root 
cause of the internal problem during interview time with participant. This is key to 
releasing freedom in a deep and true way. She also talked about prayer and the after care 
in general way. 

Well thought through power points and use of material made the presentation easy 
to follow. It gave the big picture of the process of inner healing and deliverance. It was a 
long presentation and did not leave much time for processing. She really filled the 
attendees with information about preliminaries in the process of releasing freedom as 


well as explaining the process itself. 


Section Three: Radar, Tool, and Wildcard. 

This section started at 12:30 p.m. - 1:45 p.m. Elder Laurie Williams who is on 
staff with The Empowerment Center (a local church) and a Healing Rooms team member 
taught this section. The foundation material for this teaching is found in Rush Hunt’s 
Releasing Freedom Training Manuel on pages thirty-five through forty-four. The topics 
covered in this presentation were “On Your Radar,” and “Your Toole Belt.” On Your 
Radar deals specifically with the central problems that most every deliverance and inner 
healing deals with. These problems are forgiveness, rejection, and identity. Forgiveness is 


identified as you are canceling a debt someone owes you. It is the act of you setting your 


'S Hunt, Freedom, 23-29. 
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offender free from the obligation he or she owes you.'© Rejection is most frequently 


referred to as the feelings of shame, sadness, or grief people feel when they are not 
accepted by others.!” Identity is the last subject and it is dealt with Iam His — Who I Am 
in Christ declarations.'® The last point of the teaching goes over again the importance of 
interview as a tool to get at the roots, and healing of memories. These two are given 
examples of in a more detailed way. 

A lot of good information was given. Several prayers from the manual were 
prayed corporately one on forgiveness and one on rejection. These corporate prayers 
were very helpful to some attendees to get free as Christ was dealing in them about 
situations in their life and history. Again, this section went long and there was no time for 


questions. 


Section Three B: Wild Cards/ Healing of Memories 

This was taught by Rhonda Simpson who is a member of the Healing Prayer 
Team. The page coinciding with the teaching is found in Section Three B Wild Cards/ 
Healing of memories found on page forty-seven through sixty-one of Releasing Freedom 
Manuel. In this section, Rhonda goes in-depth over the concept of asking Jesus and 
healing memories. The asking Jesus model only involves three steps. First, the prayer 
minister asks Jesus a question. Then Jesus gives His answer to the one receiving prayer. 


The final step is the one receiving prayer states what Jesus says.!? This three-way 


‘6 Hunt, Freedom, 81-82. 
'7 Hunt, Freedom, 84-85. 
'8 Hunt, Freedom, 87. 


'° Hunt, Freedom, 47-61. 


182 


communication process is reviewed and given practical application in Rhonda’s 
explanation. She goes through the process as it actually works in ministering freedom. 
The steps Rhonda went through are: 1) meeting Jesus in a safe place 2) establishing 
intimacy with Jesus 3) letting Jesus bring comfort 4) revealing of the interview issues 5) 
following Jesus to the root wounds 6) Jesus sets you free.”° 

She gave details and very intelligently portrayed how the ministry is to be done 
regarding leading the prayee through to inner healing and deliverance. She spent time 
showing how to integrate into the above steps the different aspects of prayer already 
covered by the other sessions. For example, using the questionnaire/interview as the 
starting point for the process. Then the use of forgiveness, identity, rejection in getting to 
the deep cause of problems. She also talked about some other considerations and how to 
minister healing for the duration of the process. They include renunciation, prayer for 
inner vow, prayer for word cures, payer for emotional soul ties, and deliverance from 
spirits. Lastly, she spoke of the parents blessing and how to use that to bring wholeness to 
the person being prayed for.”! 

It really brought the whole subject of how to minister healing and deliverance 
together. It brought a lot of clarity. There were some questions concerning technique. The 
technique question centered on whether it is biblical or were parts new age. Another 
person brought up theophostics prayer ministry and whether it was like that technique. 


The technique question centered on whether it is biblical or part new age. Brother Don, 


20 Hunt, Freedom, 47-61. 


?! Hunt, Freedom, 57. 
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Dr. Bird and Rhonda skillfully answered questions regarding these subjects. The session 


closed a little late because of these questions. 


Section Four: Releasing Freedom 

This section was taught by Suzanne LeBlanc. She is a longtime member of 
Healing Rooms and has serviced as an editor and intern for Freedom Ministry (Dr. Doug 
Carr Deliverance Ministry). The section four and five in the Rush Hunt book Releasing 
Freedom on pages sixty-one through seventy-five was the bases. Section Four Releasing 
Freedom in the book is a group of renouncing prayers that are to be read out loud with 
person being prayed for. 

Suzanne first covered the many different prayers which include grief, guilt, fear, 
anxieties, depression, stress, betrayal, rejection, relationships, break ungodly covenants, 
divorce, false responsibilities.”” The attendees did not state them but gained familiarity 
with them. From this point Suzanne's personal experience helped give practical steps for 
using the renouncing prayers. She gave some good steps for use of the prayers which are 
as follows: 1) acknowledge 2) confess 3) truth and 4) renounce. In dealing with the 
demonic, she gave steps 1) renounce 2) break (the stronghold) 3) cast out and 4) pray 
blessings over person. 

As part of the aftercare, she taught out of appendix page ninety-three called 
“Maintaining Freedom.” This goes along with a booklet to be used after deliverance and 
inner healing session called “Maintaining Freedom: The Lord, My Strongholds Psalms 


18:2 AMP.” This is a six-week plan to build godly strongholds. 


2 Hunt, Freedom, 61-74. 
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The session was a wrap up of information and really put it all together. The 
PowerPoint was well developed both in style and information. It made things clearer. 
Seeing the concepts correspond in figures and pictures. One criticism is the speed that she 
went through the slides was almost too fast to absorb the information. Still a really 


helpful presentation. 


Ministry Time 

The ministry time took place the last hour of the training. Breakout rooms were 
assigned to the teams. The breakout rooms were Team One Don and Rhonda. Team Two 
consisted of and Carol. Team Three included Suzanne and Laurie. To each team, two 
attendees were assigned. In the breakout room wonderful deliverance took place. Many 
unresolved issues with people and memories were healed. The team ministered first than 
the other participant was given the opportunity to minister to the one being prayed for. 
Then the process switched to other attendees. There was laughter, and tears in the time of 
ministry to the individual attendees. It was a load off for many of them and transforming 


time to bring a new person forth. The zoom worked well for these sessions. 


Complete Analysis 

Overall, “Releasing Freedom Training” went very well. One of the problems with 
it was fewer people took part in surveys than was hoped. This seemed in part because of 
completing all of the paperwork (survey-implied). However, those that did fill out the 
paperwork were well informed and gave great strong informative answers to surveys. 


Another wonderful aspect is the team preparing for opening Healing Room’s Ministry in 
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Indiana came and was trained at Heal Prayer Training and Releasing Freedom Training. 
There was at least four of them in attendance. They added a lot by questions and were 
very helpful at ministry time in prayer. 

The teaching was again the highest we have ever done concerning Releasing 
Freedom Training. The PowerPoints were very well done and added a lot of clarity. It 
was Clear everyone had a lot of good information to share. Also, the Rush Hunt book was 
better utilized in the training than had been used before. All team members seemed to 
grasp the information well and commutate it. Finally, we did experience some 
technological difficulties. These primarily manifested in the first session after lunch 
Section Three A: Radar, Tools, and wildcard. There was a lag time between the host 
changing the slide and everyone receiving the same slide. Also, the Host's Apple 
computer was not functioning well; so, the host was changed after 1:30 p.m. to Dr. Peg 
Bird. Lastly, the ministry time was really moving, and the use of Zoom did not stop the 


power. The team felt it was a powerful lasting transformative day. 


Summary of Learning 
This section of the chapter is devoted to what has been learned throughout the 
project all the trues, general and specific, it has brought out. Specific trues would be those 
only applicable to this context. While general trues would be broadly based across the 
Christian world broadly based in issues of renewal. The Healing Rooms is based on the 
scriptural concept of two or three gathered in Jesus’ name to pray Bible conceptual prayer 


and believe (all basic Christian concepts). Further, the trainings amount to an emersion in 
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the word in which the word's power is bringing transformation. It is these steps of putting 
the Bible into action that yield power and can be replicated in many places and venues. 
Again, the revisiting of purpose this study was to examine the Healing Rooms 
Programs ability to be a part of the process of renewal in Christians’ personal walk. 
Specifically, to bring change, renewal, and transformation to the heart, mind, body, and 


moral agency. 


Monday Night Prayer 

As disclosed before Monday Night Prayer is the anchor ship to Kzoo Prayer 
Center and prior to Coved it was well attended by all walks of life. To test the effect of 
the Healing Rooms as a tool for renewal a pre- and post-survey was conducted to reveal 
the prayee’s point of view regarding their phenomena or renewal (transformation) in the 
prayer room. To give a bird’s eye view of the transformative touch of the Lord in the 
prayer room an observation sheet was filled out by the Healing Prayer Team. To observe 
the lasting effects of the phenomena a phone interview was given four weeks later. The 


research test was triangulated for a full picture of the efficacy of the healing rooms. 


Monday Night Prayer Pre-Survey 

The pre-survey chart explores the participants’ openness to the supernatural, and 
why they came to the Healing Rooms. As can be seen by looking at the Table One the 
openness to encountering God through prayer and Bible study is answered in both 
question one and five. In question one, a 100% of the participants have personal 


encounters with God regularly. In question five, 80% of the participants agree frequently 
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supernatural encounters happen. One participant felt they infrequently happen which is 
20%. Although this is a small population, people who believe in the supernatural from 
God would be more open to seeking prayer at Kzoo Prayer Center in the first place. 
Further, those open to the supernatural are more likely to experience it and receive an 
answer in the prayer room. Also, a person more experienced in receiving will be more 
keenly aware and understand that they have heard from God. Those who are unfamiliar 
with God's communication would not always understanding the manifestations in the 
prayer room. This gives a more mature group of responses to the study, surveys, and 
interviews. 

Further, the participants came on Monday night for different reason (Table 1 
Question 2) and gave the following reasons: two came for healing, one for circumstances, 
one for family, and one for a friend. It seems to show that the Healing Rooms is versatile 
in that people come with many different prayer requests. It shows people are not just 
limited to healing because of the name. 

Perhaps the most informative question in regard to the effect of the Healing 
Rooms is Table One, questions three and four. Question three is whether they have come 
before and four of the five have, that is 80%. The next question, four was based on what 
was your experience? The answers given were coded for descriptive themes which are 
the participants’ reasons for returning. Here is the description of the Healing Rooms 
encounters: comfort, guidance, encouraging, protection, revelation, compassion, and 
warfare. To these people the Healing Rooms is a significant help and encouragement in 


their walk with Christ. The fact that the participants are returning shows that it is a place 
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of contact with God (part of renewal = growth in Lord). This is where they receive help 


during trouble. 


Table 1: Monday Night Prayer pre-survey 





Questions 


Response to Pre-Survey 
/and coded response 


Percentage of Respondents 

















with God Through Bible- 
based prayer? 








1 response Infrequently 
Happen 





1) Do you have encounters | 5 Reponses yes 100% 
with God regularly through 
Prayer and Bible Study? 
2) Why have you come? Healing 2 responses 40% 

For Family | responses 20% 
Healing For Friend 1 Response 20% 
For Family Personal Circumstances 20% 
For Friend lresponce 
Personal Circumstances 
3) Have you ever come to ___| 4 responses yes 80% 
the 1 response 20% 
Healing Rooms before? 
4) What was your Comfort = comforting 
experience? Guidance = seeing God 

work 

Encouraging= positive 

experience 

Protection = Come against 

Things 

Revelation =Holy Spirit 

revealed 

Compassion= felt cared 

about 

Warfare= come against evil 
5) What is your view of 4 responses Frequently 80% 
Supernatural Encounters Happen 20% 





Monday Night Prayer Observation Sheet 


In order to document the phenomena of transformation (renewal) an observation 


sheet was filled out by the prayer team of all that occurred to the participant during 


prayer. In Table 2 entitled “Monday Night Prayer Observation” sheet the phenomena of 
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the prayer room are viewed through the perspective of the prayer team. Only four of the 
five participants went through this process, but all teams witness the fact that all the 
participants received from the Lord (Table 2, Question Three). During the prayer, the 
manifestations of non-verbal (Table 2, Questions Two) were one crying, one shaking and 
two participants felt love and peace. Question Three (Table 2, Question Three) whether 
participants received was answered 100%. As further explanation of their receiving, the 
team was asked to comment in (Table 2, Question Four). The comments were that two 
participants felt peace, one was encouraged by prayer, and one received a child’s song as 
Christ message. It is important to again point out that most participants in the research 
were people confessing that they often hear from the Lord so receiving this type of prayer 
and “spiritual messages from" God is totally encouraging to their walk. 

Another point of testing the efficacy of the Healing Rooms from a spiritual point 
of view is the biblical use of scripture. The reason this is important is that the Christian 
foundation is the Bible and prayer. In the Healing Room scripture and scriptural concepts 
are useful as a part of prayer and ministry. The use of scripture validates the Christian 
standard of spiritual beliefs and practices in the Healing Rooms. This is an opportunity to 
see if scripture is being well used in prayer rooms. Table 2 Question Six simple asks for 
any scripture reference used during the prayer time. Only one session had used none, 
while another had used six scriptures. So, in three of the four-participant prayer time 
scripture played a significant role. The team in question five was to check any biblical 
use of scripture (for example warfare) or scriptural concepts (forgiveness). Every team 
used scripture in various ways. Only one team checked just one category. The other three 


teams checked at least three ways of using scripture during the prayer time. From a 
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spiritual point of view lining prayer up with the scripture and scriptural concepts lines up 
for Heaven and right flow of Holy Spirit for miracles and answers. The use of scripture 
and ways used would be at this level an indication of the team applying scripture in right 
and powerful ways on behalf of participants. This reveals the powerful impact within the 
healing rooms of praying, scripture and its place in the renewing process. 


Table 2: Monday Night Prayer observation sheet 














Observation Questions Response Percentage 
1) Non-verbal signals from | 3 eye contact/up eyes 75% 
the Participants revealing 1 shaking 25% 
receiving 
2) Non-verbal 2 feelings of peace and 50% 
manifestations during love 25% 
prayer 1 crying 25% 

1 shaking 
3) Did the participant 4 yes 100% 
receive? 





4) Explain above question | 2 felt peaceful countenance | 50% 
1 encouraged by prayer 25% 
1 child’s song as a message | 25% 
from Christ. 
5) Biblical use of scripture | 3 Generational curses and 
blessings 

2 Warfare 

2 Pray Scriptural Concepts 
and Verses 

1 Speaking the Word 

1 Physical Healing 




















6) Scripture used in prayer | 6 scriptures 25% 
3 scriptures 25% 
2 scriptures 25% 
None O% 





Post Survey Monday Night Prayer 
The post-test survey is the personal words of the participants of the time in the 


prayer room. This also shows some of the value of the experience that they understand 
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and put into words. Part of the truth of a study like this is that it is difficult to understand 


all of what the Holy Spirit does when we prayer because we see through a “glass darkly.” 
In the study (Tables 3, Question One) every participant felt 100% that they received a 
touch from the Lord. In question three (Tables 3, Questions Three) they checked to 
determine what manifestation of nonverbal communication from God they received. 
They all 100% received a sense of peace. Also 60% felt love. Further, there are five other 
types of manifestations listed in the table which were checked at least once. This reveals 
that the participant had an encounter from the Lord who communicated to them 
personally and brought change. 

As part of their own analysis of the experience in Table 3 Question Two, an 
explanation of the encounter was asked. The answers were coded to reveal themes of 
experience encountered. The themes are strategic prayer for season, prophetic labelling of 
situation, emotional support, and presence. Every participant believed in Table 3 
Question Four that God answered their prayer. Last, was the question in Table 3 Question 
Five whether scripture or scriptural concepts was a part of the transformation and to this 
60% (or 3) said yes. Which shows that the use of scripture is important in transformation 
renewal process. 

The consensus of all the participants seems to be that they felt the Healing Rooms 
prayer session allowed for an encounter with God that was part of on-going renewal 
process. 

Table 3: Monday Night Prayer post-survey 
Question Response Percentage 
1) Did you encounter from _ | 5 yes 100% 


the Lord during the prayer 
session? 
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2) Explain 


Strategic=vital specific 
information 

Prophetic Label= labeling 
of circumstances/people by 
Holy Spirit. 

Emotional support = God 
also shared his love 
Presence= the presence of 
God 




















1 word of God Pearls of 
Wisdom 





3) Did you experience any | 2 Scripture from team 40% 

of the following 1 team 20% 

manifestation? 5 sense of joy 100% 
3 sense of love 60% 
5 sense of peace 100% 

4) Do you believe your 5 yes 100% 

prayer request was 

answered? 

5) Did any scripture or are_ | 3 yes 60% 

any scriptural concepts 1 no 20% 

used in prayer to bring 1 maybe 20% 

transformation? 

6)Explain 1 song mention “Little 20% 
Light” 20% 








Phone Interview 


The phone interview was conducted four weeks after prayer was received at 
Healing Rooms. The interview allowed the participants talk over feelings and 
impressions they had since the prayer time. The conversation was narrative style and was 
longer and more detailed than other forms of data collection. 

Four telephone interviews were given to Participants One through Four. Of the 
four participants, three of them reported that were still experiencing help from there 
encounter with God in Table 4 Question One. Further, all four answered affirmatively to 


the fact that their prayer request was answered in Table 4 Questions Two. They all 
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reported a significant encounter with Jesus, Table 4 Question Four. In the comments 


made by Participant Four that she received a sense of peace and hope which gave her 


greater faith to walk through the days ahead. Participant Two stated that it helped affirm 


her and that she realized that she knows and serves the true and living God. Both are very 


differing experiences but attest to increasing their faith. The depth of transformation is 


also seeing in Participant Three who felt that she experienced changes in the behavior of 


herself and family. This all came from her prayer session. Even though the participants 


did not specifically name heart, mind, and moral agency on the open survey, it was 


implied. It is that each of these testimonials attests to changes in the heart (faith), mind 


(peace), and moral agency (change in behavior). 


Table 4. Monday Night Prayer phone interview 














Question Response Percentage 
1) How have you been 1 up and down with friend 
since your time At the 1 now word/name what is 
Healing Rooms? going on 
1 better less pain 
1 comforted 
2) Pray request answered 3 yes 75% 
1 yes but spiritually notin | 25% 
natural 
3) Scriptural concept 4 yes 100% 





4) Explain your encounter 
with Jesus in the Healing 
Rooms and how it 
impacted you 








1 sense of peace, hope, and 
faith to walk 

1 know the true God 

1 affirmation behavior 
changes 

1 reminder of His power 








Healing Prayer Training 


The Healing Prayer Training session was an eight-hour training session devoted 


to physical healing. In order to collect data concerning the efficacy of this program in 
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renewal manifesting in heart, mind, and moral agency as transformation pre-test and post- 
test surveys and phone interview were given to participants. The pre- and post-survey 
were opened ended questions, which allowed the participants to explain their experience 
in the training. The study was conducted with a group of nine willing participants. The 
pre-survey is a nine questions survey designed to profile where the participant is in their 
theology, influences (their denominational) and experience with healing. It is important 
to note that all respondents seem to have already developed a walk with Lord. They were 
true believers in God's power. The surveys revealed strong believers with knowledge on 


healing before the training. 


Healing Prayer Training Pre-Test 

All questions to be analyzed will be found Table 5 one through five questions 
which is based on responses for the pre-survey given participants. The question one is 
what is your church, denomination, and theology for healing? The answers gave a range 
from two Methodist who believe, to two denominational attendees who believe their 
denomination keeps it a secret. It shows the influence of the local denomination they are 
attending. It also revealed how free they feel about practicing the belief in healing. There 
seems to be a hush in some congregations. 

Most participants describing their denomination as nondenominational also 
describe it as believing in healing and praying for the sick for healing. Others not stating 
what their denomination believes possibly through ignorance or confusion. Only one said 
not sure. This information about the denominational theology shows the spread or draw 


that the Healing Rooms has in terms of reaching all the body of Christ with revelation on 
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healing. It also clearly shows what kind of theological influences participants have in 
terms of thoughts regarding healing. Healing had been openly taught from some 
churches, other had very little teaching. For example, two participants felt their 
denomination kept it a secret. 

In Table 5 question Two, it revealed their personal thoughts on healing. This 
question was coded for themes of which more than one code could apply to each 
participant. This revealed some very positive understanding and theologies about healing. 
The most dominate answer was healing is part of the church’s new covenant signs, 
wonders, and miracles, and are definitely for today. Other spiritual answers, with the 
teaching of the Healing Room, was the belief we have spiritual authority to pray for the 
sick and they would recover. Other coded themes less positive were those that answered 
with themes of mysterious ways of God (one participant) and skeptical of healing (three 
participants). The point of this question is the openness to receive training in healing and 
where the faith level for physical healing was before the training. It was clear that some 
were already trained, others were still in need of healing teaching for today. 

The next three questions to be compared center around personal experiences. 
These questions reveal where people were in practice about healing. Question Three on 
Table 5 was whether they had witnessed healing and their thought on the healing they 
had witnessed. Their answers were 100% that they had all witnessed healing and believe 
in it. Questions Four on Table 5 was are they able to pray for someone to be healed. The 
answers were 100% that they all felt they could pray, and people would be healed. The 
last question (Table 5 Question Five) in this group was whether they had prayed for 


healing for others and what was the result. This was very positive as well, in that, five 
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participants felt that some people were healed from their prayers and sometimes, they 


were not. Two other attendees felt that they always saw answers of great miracles for 
people they prayed for. Only one gave an answer that was saying that the healing lasted 
only one day. This revealed that people were already active in seeking God for healing. 
They all felt they could be a part of healing through prayer. Here it should be noted that 
Kzoo Prayer Center does not always have such depth in its people at the training. This 
was a highly knowable group with at least some experience in their personal life with 
healing. Also, they have been active in the healing process by praying for themselves and 
others. The last question to discuss was Table 5 Question Six which questions 
expectations for the day. Two of them were expecting a move from God, another was 
expecting the renewal of strength and passion. One person prayed for all to receive, and 
one to learn about healing. Overall, they came expecting to receive and hear from the 
Lord about physical healing. Only one person had no idea what to expect. They came 
with an attitude of openness. 


Table 5. Healing Prayer Training pre-survey 








Question Response Percentage 
1) What is your 2 Methodist 

church/denomination 3 nondenominational/healing 

theology for Healing? 1 not sure 


1 Doctor/Jesus 

2 kept secret 

2) What is your personal 2 Spiritual Authority 
theology/thought of 1 Mysterious 

healing? 1 Healing a gift from God 
3 Signs, Wonders, Miracles 
3 Skeptical 











3)Thought about Healing 8 Believe and have 100% 
witnessed witnessed healing. 

1 Knows very little 
4) Do you feel able to pray | 9 yes 100% 














for someone to be healed 
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5) Have you prayed for 6 Some healed/ some not 
others what was result? 2 People healed when 
prayed. 
1Healing for only a day 
6) What are your 2 Expecting God to Move 
expectations for the day? 1 Praying every one receives. 
Do you believe that your 3 to learn 
heart, mind, and moral 1 have no idea 
character could be 1 look forward to it 
transformed through time 1 Expectant heart/renew/ 
in the Word this this strength passion 
weekend? 














Post Survey for Healing Prayer Training 

This survey was sent immediately after the training. Over three or four days, 
people sent in a response. By the end of the week following the training there was no 
more surveys sent in. The post-survey for Healing Prayer Training was again a nine- 
question survey with a mix of check lists and open-ended questions. 

Starting with Table 6 Question One, the participant was asked whether the 
Healing Prayer Training changed their belief in healing. The question was coded for 
themes running throughout the answers given in the survey. There were three responses 
stating it affirmed the knowledge on healing and three responses to deepening the 
understanding of healing. Also, one respondent believed their belief in healing grew 
(totally changed) since their involvement with Healing Rooms. Another was not sure it 
applied. 

Again, that data to this question is very beneficial in that it shows the positive 
response to the teaching of the Healing Prayer Training. The answers were in depth and 
very clear that all received something. Those participants speaking of deepening their 


knowledge of healing and the one speaking of total change showed the power of the 
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Healing Prayer Training in bringing transformation to the mind. As discussed in the 
hypothesis, the mind is specifically identified with beliefs. To back up this question with 
evidence Table 6 Question Two asks what is the most important scripture concepts in the 
training? This was a well-received question although only seven answered. Some 
answered specific verses while others gave concepts they now understood. For example, 
a participant stated “why we pray in the name of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. I 
believed this before but now I understand that it is authority and anointing.” 

Even more impacting is the research in Table 6 Question Three which asks 
whether this time of study in the Word of God would impact their relationship with God 
in a lasting way. There were nine responses, and it is 100% yes. Table 6, Question Three 
certainly illustrates the depth of impact on participants’ lives and affirmation of both the 
Word of God in general and Healing Prayer Training specifically to bring renewal to 
participates thought and spiritual life. 

Table 6, Question Four also shows the impact of the different activities during 
the training. The participants were given check boxes labeled teaching, anointing 
ministry, private prayer session, and none. Teaching and the private prayer session are 
most impactful with five participates each. This is important because these are the prime 
ministries of the Healing Rooms. The teaching of the word is of course the training 
session Kzoo Prayer Center offer. The private prayer sessions are similar to what they do 
on Monday night which shows the power of the prayer session. Finally, in Table 6 
Question Five asks the participant what areas they feel have been transformed or changed 
during the training. They were given a choice of the heart which is giving, serving, or 


forgiving, the mind which is seen as thought and beliefs. Finally, moral agency which is 
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righteousness or Christ likeness. The mind had been chosen by five participates, also the 


heart had five participates, this is supportive of the hypothesis that renewal or 


transformation will occur in these defined areas. 


Table 6. Healing Prayer Training post-survey 

















were spiritually 
transformed through any of 
these times of Ministry at 
the Healing Prayer 
Training? 

Which time? (Check all 
that apply) 


3 Anointing Ministry 
5 Private Prayer sessions 
3 None 


Question Response Percentage 
1) Has the Healing Prayer | 3 Reaffirmed 
Training brought change to | 1 Beliefs changed since 
your belief in healing? Healing Rooms experience 
3 Deepened understanding 
1 Not sure it applies 
2) What was the most 1 pray in the name of Jesus 
important scriptural or 1 we are destined to do 
scriptural concepts to you | even greater things than 
in the training? Did you Jesus 
already believe that or was_ | 3 didn't have one 
it new. 3 Spiritual verses 
1 Holy Spirit 
3) Do you feel that this 9 yes 100% 
time in the study of the 
Word of God will impact 
your relationship with God 
in a lasting way? 
4) Do you Feel that you 5 Teaching 





5) Do you feel any of the 
following areas 
transformed or changed 
during the Training? 
(Heart, mind, moral 


5 Heart= giving, service 
5 Mind 
3 Moral Agency 











agency) 
6) Explain (above 2 Mind 
question) 5 Heart 


1 Growing stronger 
1 More equipped 
1 Anointing Ministry 
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1 Great zoom meeting 





Releasing Freedom Training 

Releasing Freedom Training is an eight-hour teaching session focused on inner 
healing and deliverance. The data was collected in a pre- and post-survey to willing 
participants of the study in attendance at the training. The effectiveness of this type of 
transformation through the study of the word of God is analyzed in an expert witness 
interview by Overseer Vickey Cane of The Faith Power Center. Overseer Cane states, “It 
depends on the people. Information can be short lived but if mind and heart are open to 
receive, the results can be long lasting.” With this acknowledgement that the training will 
only be as effective and lasting as participants are open to it in the heart, the program will 


be reviewed for efficacy. 


Releasing Freedom Training — Pre-Survey 

The pre-survey data information can be found in Table 7. There were nine 
questions in the survey. Only three will be discussed here in that they clearly reveal 
where the participants are at in the mind and heart prior to the training. In Table 7, 
Question One, the participants are asked the reasons for attending the Releasing Freedom 
Training. The question is coded for themes for their personal answer. They were coded 
for all themes in their answers, so they may be recorded more than once. The largest 
answer was “‘to learn"(four participants) it was as an answer revealing strong positive 
motives for attending, as was deliverances of self and others (one participant) and 


affirming things already been taught (one participant). In Table 7, Question Two, 
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regarding their own thought about demons, demonic oppression, and warfare, all answers 
were again coded for themes. All answers were in the affirmative that demons are real 
and that we fight them. The largest theme was that demons are real/God heals through 
prayer. The other themes in their writing are that demons are influences we fight every 
day, and demons must be fasted and prayed about for relief. 

The final question to be asked is whether the participants felt equipped to pray for 
someone to be healed from demonic oppression? This was also a very enlightened, 
powerful, and knowledgeable set of responses. The power of the believer in terms of their 
authority over evil demons are seen in their answers. The answer to the Question Three 
from six participants is yes, they felt equipped to pray for someone. Only one answer was 
less sure of authority and said they were “getting there." Also, the participants see the 
Bible as playing a large role in praying for release from demonic problems and old hurts. 
This overall reveals a group of people with knowledge of demonic and the power of 
prayer over it. Again, this was a strong group of believers, and they had enough training 
and experience to know the power of the trues that were being taught. Further, the 
participants’ hearts seemed to be to learn more about inner healing and deliverance. So, 
with this heart attitude a transforming of the lasting kind can be expected. 


Table 7. Releasing Freedom Training pre-survey 








QUESTION Response Percentage 
1) What is your reason for 1 Reaffirmed 

being at the Releasing 4 To learn 

Freedom Training? 1 Deliverance of self/ other 


1 God's Purpose for life 
3 Trainer/presenting 
information 





2) Please explain your 4 Demon are real/God heals 
thoughts about demons, through pray 
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demonic oppression, and 
warfare? 


2 Demon influence/we 
battle 

1 Demonic Warfare prayer 
and fasting 





3) Do you feel equipped to 
pray for someone to be 
healed form Demonic 
oppression, mental 


6 Yes, Iam equipped 

5 Bible plays large role 
1 Learn more 

1 Getting there 


problems and emotions? 
What role would the Bible? 

















Post-Survey for Releasing Freedom Training 

The post survey was administered directly after the training. The time for 
answering the survey lasted three or four days after the Releasing Freedom Training. In 
Table 8, Question One, the question was raised: has the Releasing Freedom Training 
changed their beliefs in healing and restoration of the inner man? The answer was that 
four participants all felt yes it had. Only one participant felt it had not, and two others felt 
there was layers of deliverance. As further information in Table 8, Question Two, asks 
the participants whether they believe God heals some of the time, all the time, none of 
time. Interestingly, the participants were split between 50% some of the time and 50% all 
of the time. The overall sense here is that the Releasing Freedom Training enhances and 
brings information and freedom of thought on inner healing and deliverance. It was very 
positive showing of their receiving the truth from the training and growing in renewal 
(transformation) too higher levels of understanding about inner healing and deliverance. 
This would be part of the transformation or renewal to a deeper Christian through the 
renewal of the mind. 

Question Three reveals that every participant felt they could be used by the Lord 


to release freedom or bring deliverance to the inner man. Although they were already at 
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this point before the training, this point reveals they were not overwhelmed by the 
teaching and material. Hopefully, they were able to process the material and that it 
yielded a lot of useful information. 

Question four regarding a transformative moment during the Releasing Freedom 
Training was the question which asks regarding all activities which one brought 
transformation. They could check more than one. A group of six participants checked 
teaching as transformative for them. Another group of four participants or 50% felt 
change through the corporate deliverance prayers. Finally, the private deliverance group 
prayer session was checked by six participants which is 75%. This shows that renewal 
(transformation) happens in the atmosphere (prayer and Bible Study) of Releasing 
Freedom Training. Further, everyone who participated was transformed by at least one of 
the spiritual transformative moments through times of ministry at Releasing Freedom 
Training. 

Again, the teaching (the Bible) and private prayer session (modeled on Monday 
Night Prayer) seem to be a very real components in renewal and transformation. The final 
question was Question five and Question six. These questions ask whether the participant 
was transformed or changed in heart, mind, and or moral agency. The result from the 
participants is that six said the heart was transformed, seven responded the mind, and five 
chose moral agency. Table 8, Question Six asked for explanation to question five. The 
response was wonderful in that they labeled the different parts of the transformation 
clearly. The answers were coded for general understanding and are found on Table 8, 
Question Six. Some examples are forgiveness (heart, living), living beliefs (moral 


agency) healing memories of mind. Questions four, five and six clearly show the 
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transformation is successfully cultivated and very much a part of the Releasing Freedom 


training. These questions reveal the power in all of the meaningful activities of the 


Releasing Freedom Training as creating a climate for lasting change and renewal. 


Further, these questions give responses that can pinpoint the transformation the 


participants received as those defined in the hypothesis. This survey gives a picture of a 


successful program as defined in the hypothesis. 


Table 8. Releasing Freedom Training post-survey 

















of Ministry at the Releasing 
Freedom Training? Which 
one? (check all that apply) 


6 Private Deliverance 
None 


Question Response Percentage 
1) Has Releasing Freedom _ | 4 Yes 

brought change to your 2 layers of deliverance 

belief in healing 1 no 

restoration? 

2) Do you now believe He ‘| 3 All time 

heals/restores? 3 Some of time 

3) Do you feel that you will | 7 yes 100% 
be able to be used by the 

Lord to Release Freedom 

and bring restoration to the 

inner man? 

4) Do you feel that you 6 Teaching 75% 
were spiritually transformed | 4 Corporate Deliverance 50% 
through any of these times | Pray 75% 





5) Do you feel any of the 
following areas transformed 
or changed during the 
training? 


6) Explanation: 








6 Heart 
7 Mind 
5 Moral 


1 mind 

2 mind, heart, moral agency 
1 forgiveness 

1 better equipped 

1 living beliefs 

1 renewed desire to pray for 
others 
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Phone Interview 

The phone interview was conducted with four participants of both the Healing 
Prayer Training and Releasing Freedom Training. One interview was given a participant 
who only attended the Healing Prayer Training. The other participants went to both 
Healing Prayer Training and Releasing Freedom. There were only six questions to the 
interview (only five referenced here) with narrative comments encouraged. In Table 9, 
the Phone Interview Questions are broken down. Table 9, Question One which was 
inquiring about any changes since the training. The responses were that three participants 
said that things changed but not in the expected choices listed. The choices given were 
Bible reading, prayer life, and spirit life in general, and other. 

The response given by three that check other was as follows: ministry growth 
(one participant), healed of emotional wounds (one participant), and life circumstance 
contributing to going deeper than before and self-abandonment (one participant). This is 
interesting in that it shows that people are deepened from the training in a variety of 
ways. After the training, they each acknowledged receiving their own deepening that they 
perceived as lasting. The second question about the training contributing to this change or 
transformation is found in Table 9, Question Two. The response of “yes,” it had 
contributed in three out of four participants’ cases. Maybe, was the choice of only one 
participant. In Table 9, Questions Three, they answered 100% that the Holy Spirit had 
confirmed the teaching. Most of the participants felt that scripture was involved in 
confirming the teaching. Confirming the teaching to the participant heart is important for 
the teaching to be received as truth and bring forth transformation (renewal). Most 


Christians believed that Christ confirm His truth through scripture. This piece of data 
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confirmed that God speaks to individuals’ attendees so that they receive and grow from 
their time in the word. 

In terms of a rating the trainings in Table 9, Question Five a 100% said that it 
was a great transformer. In a question, Table 9, Question Six given about the type of 
transformation, only one person checked heart, mind, and moral agency. However, they 
all responded “yes” to transformation (100%). One did not elaborate on how they 
changed. The other three acknowledged growth and strengthening. Although two of them 
did not know what had changed, but they knew they had received (Table 9 Questions 
Five and Six). It is very heartening in that people received a transformation. Again, with 
this many hours of teaching the word there should be an impact. The difficulty is that 
three of them were unsure what area had changed. Interestingly, although they did not 
check any box, they all referenced how much the teaching itself had brought change to 
the mind. 

Also, some participants referenced a deliverance of sin type of feeling they 
experienced which could be a transformation to moral agency or heart. However, 
participants themselves did not label it that. It seems we cannot always label 
transformation (renewal), there are many nuisances to renewal. Overall, Healing Prayer 
Training and Releasing Freedom Training are transformative and strengthen and 


encourage growth in Christians. 


Table 9: Healing Prayer Training and Releasing Freedom Training phone interview 
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transformed through the 
Trainings? 
Heart, mind, moral agency? 











Question Response Percentage 
1) Have you noticed any 1 Bible reading 25% 
changes since the Healing 1 Spirit life 25% 
Prayer/ Releasing Freedom | 3 Other 75% 
Training weekends? Bible 

Reading? Prayer life (more 

power)? Spiritual life in 

general? 

2) If yes to above, do you 3 Yes 75% 
think the time studying 1 Maybe 25% 
healing or deliverance and 

inner healing led to the 

change? 

3) Do you feel the Holy Yes 100% 
Spirit was confirming or 

witnessing to you the truth | | New life in healing 

of the teaching AT Healing | scriptures 

Prayer/ Releasing Freedom | | Handle on Biblical Strong 
Training Weekends? If not, | 1 Confirming 

what did you feel? If yes, 1 Learned through power 

how was it confirmed? point 

4)Do you feel like you are 3 Yes 74% 
able to lay hands on the sick | 1 N/A 

and receive answers of 

Healing to your prayers 

5) How you rate the 3 Great transformer 75% 
Healing Prayer / Releasing | 1 Goes deeper 25% 
Freedom Training 

weekends as a life 

transformer? 

6) How were you 4 Yes 100% 





Case Study 


Participates who are members of the interdenominational prayer team 


(ambassadors) and several other Monday nights participants (beloved) are given a voice 


in the case study to reveal the renewal aspects of the prayer team opportunities and some 
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exceptional prayer room cases. In support of the team opportunities, Dr. Don Caster, one 


of the expert witnesses (a deliverance minister), felt that the greatest transformation was 
ongoing team membership. Dr. Caster believed that to truly develop, you need 
discipleship and training. There are five case studies to flush out the Healing Rooms 
evaluation of efficacy as a tool of renewal. Each participate in the case study was 
interviewed for one-hour regarding their spiritual walk with Christ. This was to 
demonstrate how the Healing Rooms has impacted their spiritual life. There are five case 
studies, of which, three are women and two are men. There are three participates that are 
a part of Kzoo Prayer Team and two participates of Monday Night Prayer. They report 
healing at the Healing Room, except one of them. All of them are church attendees and 


are currently close to the Lord. 


Case Study Al 

The interview occurred on March 11, 2021. Al has completed both a one-hour 
interview and provided documents for spiritual tracing the renewal in his/her life as a 
Christian. Participate Al is a lead pastor who has served at the present location for four 
and a half years. He/she was ordained as an elder in 2013 and was licensed to pastoral 
ministry in 2008. He/she has been a saved Christian since the age of eleven or twelve 
years old. He/she received the call to preach at fifteen years old. He/she served for 
twenty-four-years in the U.S. Navy; and after retirement he/she became a minister. In 
explaining Al spiritually as a teenager, he/she cared about God but did not have a close 


relationship until 2000. He/she had led a soldier’s life during the period of the Navy. 
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In the interview, participate Al was asked about how his/her relationship began 
as a deepened Christian. Further, he/she revealed that the Healing Rooms was a part of 
the growth process. Participant Al answered that it had started years before when he/she 
witnessed a healing from breast cancer. The interview centered on the questions 
regarding the transformation of Al own thoughts/ ideologies, moral standards, and 
heart/service through team membership in the Healing Rooms. One major way that the 
Healing Room impacted the mind of participant Al was the concept of Sozo, the 
understanding healing as a part of salvation and is available to everybody. Also, the 
connected concept of living the abundant life. 

Further, the Healing Rooms have impacted A1 in the supernatural. Participant Al 
beliefs have grown and in understanding of the supernatural in prayer. In terms of a moral 
standard change participant Al was a boarder-line racist. Now the Healing Rooms have 
built a heart in the participant Al for the underprivileged and economically needy. 
Further, habits changed in daily Bible study. He/she dug deeper because of healing and 
wholeness. In terms of heart attitudes of service that he/she feels Al developed a heart of 
serving. Al feels by joining the Healing Rooms he/she is serving. Finally, the 
relationship between the Healing Rooms and participant Al to a deepened Christian life 
is very highly significant. Al submitted a medical document substantiating a healing 
from arthritis also documents as evidence of spiritual growth regarding ordination as 
Elder, degree from seminary and ministry license. It is clear that Al has been impacted in 
all areas (heart, mind, and moral agency) by his/her association with the Healing Rooms. 
Al was already growing, but the Healing Rooms have been a strong part of the maturing 


of the Christian faith. This case study supports the hypothesis. 
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Case Study B2 

The interview occurred on March 11, 2021. In the prior life portion of the one- 
hour interview participant, B2 gave a picture of an average life. The childhood revealed 
B2 as having a relationship with God through prayer at night with B2's mother and 
church attendance. B2 always understood Christ as Savior since his/her childhood years. 

B2's relationship to Christ began during a medical crisis at the age of thirty-two. 
In the portion of the interview devoted to the impact of the Healing Rooms it was 
revealed that B2 was impacted greatly by Monday Night Prayer during a personal illness. 
Also at the same time, other family members were enduring health crises. As part of the 
case study, Participant B2 submitted documents of medical records confirming B2’s 
healing and a journal of the healing year that was embarked upon by participant B2. 
These documents illustrate the growth from the first time at the Healing Rooms on 
Monday April 16". Right after this the Holy Spirit began to communicate to B2 in direct 
response to prayer. The journal is detailed and specific and shows the transformation and 
spiritual growth continued at the prayer sessions at the Healing Rooms and personal 
times with the Lord. Participants B2 was completely healed and then joined the Healing 
Room prayer team. 

In B2’s own words during the case study interview, B2 credited the Healing 
Rooms as being a part of a transformation of personality, priorities, and heart change. 
Deeper questioning about B2's mind transformation revealed he/she was dealing with a 


“monkey mind” that was always distracted. Today, B2 through personally cultivating and 
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time on the Healing Rooms, Prayer Team has brought a priority for a calm mind with 
room for the Holy Spirit to speak and minister to B2. 

In terms of B2’s transformation in the area of moral agency, B2 credits the 
Healing Rooms with the revelations about eye gates, mouth gate, ear gates and the need 
for holiness with them. This deep walk of holiness has led to no secular reading, or 
music. Healing Rooms has changed his/her focus from quilting to quality time in the 
study of the word and prayer time. In terms of habits, Bible reading, and studying are 
now very strong habits. 

Lastly, when questioned about transformation in B2 heart an attitude change was 
revealed which is a simple change from a more self-righteous person to a more merciful 
non-judgmental person. Serving is also a part of B2's life in that B2 serves on the Healing 
Rooms team, gives financially, and personally has a card ministry. The interview and 
document study witnessed the profound change in renewal and strength as a Christian 
that has happened. The narrative or open-ended style of the interview worked well and 
brought evidence of renewal. This case supports the hypothesis for change in the areas of 
the heart, mind, and moral agency. 

B2’s interview and journal provide a clear progression of his/her transformation 
over the last three years as both a recipient of the prayer on Monday night and a team 
member. B2's story is illustrative of the power of the exchange of information on the 
Kzoo Prayer Center team. For example, the teaching on the gates and the understanding 
of a calm quiet mind to listen to the Lord, both help to make a transformation possible. 


Other points are the non-judgmental attitudes which came by serving the people in need 


212 
and being a part of God reaching out to them through the Monday Night prayer. The 


attitude changed when active servanthood began. God changes people as they serve. 


Case Study C3 

The interview occurred on March 11, 2021. In participant’s C3 story he/she has 
been a Christian for twenty years. C3 did not have much religious training as a child only 
some Vacation Bible School. After C3 became a Christian, for ten years he/she read the 
Bible cover to cover. The Healing Rooms plays the role of a spiritual sustainer during a 
year and a half long season of a personal family problem. C3 was asked about being 
transformed in the mind to a perceivable Christ likeness and whether the Healing Rooms 
had played a role. C3 saw it more as the Bible directly had changed his/her thought life. 
The healing prayer from the Healing Rooms however helped him/her to do the right thing 
during this period of family problems in C3's life. C3 says the Healing Rooms helped 
him/her to be obedient and trust God during this painful season of his/her life. In the 
questions regarding changes in moral agency, C3 did not see the Healing Rooms as a part 
of his/her transformation but as a necessity of what he/she needed to do to get through all 
the warfare of the struggles of life. The Healing Rooms helped his/her actions and 
reactions to conform to Christ during this period. 

In the area of the heart, C3 was experiencing great emotions, even hate, and the 
Monday Night Prayer helped him/her get to an obedient walk with Christ. C3 struggled 
against toxic emotions which were prayed out many times at prayer on Monday night. So, 
both circumstantial warfare and internal warfare were dealt with many times at the 


Healing Rooms. Although he/she does not believe it was a totally transformation of the 
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heart. C3 rates the Healing Rooms in relation to transforming into a deeper Christian as 
help in the middle of the battle. The Healing Rooms was necessary for the battle. 

This case reveals how important the Healing Rooms can be when battling intense 
warfare. C3 felt it was strengthening to come through the battle although he/she did not 
record any transformation or renewal. C3 does record the Healing Rooms use in keeping 
him/her in the spiritual battle and right internally as an obedient Christian. It cannot be 
underestimated that the internal warfare was to a dangerous level to which the Healing 


Rooms was very effective in bring relief. 


Case Study D4 

The interview occurred on February 23, 2021. In the interview process, regarding 
childhood D4 stated that he/she had been raised in a Catholic home and received 
salvation at ten or eleven years of age. Childhood was difficult with family problems, so 
God became a solace. D4 felt that he/she grew in miracles signs and wonders at the 
Healing Rooms in a practical application way. It gave D4 a chance to minister as a team 
member. D4 also sighted the covering in the supernatural through Cal Pierce and the 
International Association of the Healing Rooms as helpful in his/her renewal process. D4 
when discussing in the interview the heart, moral agency, and mind as being transformed 
in renewal, D4 felt that he/she had not received that from the Healing Rooms. He/she had 
received transformation from a deliverance and inner healing ministry D4 also works 
with. D4 had been impacted not by transformation but preparation for ministry in the 
Healing Rooms. The topic for renewal for moral agency revealed that D4 had more 


consciousness about being enslaved in sin while serving as a team member. 
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The Healing Rooms encouraged a greater maturity level in D4. As for the heart, 
D4 saw acts of serving on the Healing Prayer Team to be a part of ongoing renewal. D4 
also shared two testimonials of healing that the Healing Rooms along with his/her own 
fasting had procured. Both of these healings have been documented and the report of 
each healing has been submitted as a part of the document study. The first report of an 
eye disease in which he/she was totally healed. The second testimony was a very serious 
report that was totally reversed after prayer with the Healing Rooms and fasting. No 
medicine or surgery was needed. 

This case revealed that there are many aspects not brought forth in this research 
for renewal, for example, ministry growth. Another thought is that the personal growth in 
faith for D4's healing is not seen as transformative, but many would debate that. D4 sees 
this ministry primarily as a practical application of his/her growing ministry abilities not 
as a great renewal opportunity. D4 is another example of growth but not necessarily in 


renewal as defined in this study in terms of heart, mind, and moral agency. 


Case Study E5 

Interview with E5 occurred on March 11, 2021. This interview is with a child now 
in the sixth grade known as ES. ES had a severe injury in November 2018 which caused 
pain. E5 came to the Healing Rooms Monday Night Prayer in March or April of 2019; 
and was prayed over and receive healing. ES has recorded a video with his/her testimony 
of healing for the church. E5 submitted a timeline of the healing process as a part of E5’s 
document study. E5’s interview was short; but many important points were brought out. 


ES accepted the Lord as Savior and was a regular attender of church. E5 was baptized in 
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2016 at the age of eight. In E5 own words, he/she had a relationship with God that was 


very stable. E5 never had a doubt about God doing it. 

As part of the interview E5 was asked what he/she learned. E5 answer was he/she 
already knew God was able to heal him/her. When asked what E5 would suggest what 
others should do for healing, his/her response was actual faith not hope. One must believe 
and know you are going to be healed. It must be pure faith. ES answered the evaluation 
question what you think of Healing Rooms very positive. E5 felt it was very effective and 
divinely had a strong connection to God and belief. ES felt awkward but stepped out of 
her comfort zone and was blessed. The childlike faith of ES is very much a part of his/her 
renewal. Renewal for him/her seemed to be the affirmation of his/her childlike faith. The 


healing is a point of connection between E5 and God to further his/her belief. 


Conclusion 

In terms of the hypothesis the research confirms the fact that Kzoo Prayer Center 
is tool for renewal. Most of the data revealed the power of the programs as administered 
at the Healing Rooms. It reveals the impact it has on many people in limited (the training) 
intervention as well as ongoing intervention (team opportunities). Almost all recorded 
research participants gave the impact it had on their life as part of their process of 
renewal with God. Also, its interdenominational draw makes it a renewal tool for the 
body of Christ as a whole. Each of the programs Monday Night Payer Sessions, Healing 
Prayer Training, Releasing Freedom Training, and Ministry Team Opportunities is a part 
of a wonderful system for spiritual growth and preparation for future ministry. It also 


makes some miraculous intervention through their programs into some dark places and 
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illnesses. It is a light on the hill that shines in the darkness bringing miracle power and 
transformation. 

The project worked very well it was blessed by God in many areas. A lot of pre- 
work was put into the process of the paperwork (implied consent/surveys/interviews) to 
put it into a working condition. Gratefully, the leadership at the Healing Rooms, director 
Dr. Peg Bird (also professional associate) and co-director Don Wolfgang (contextual 
associate) were supportive and helpful in creating the process of the project design as it 
was in final form. Also, a wonderful group of contextual associates who were very 
wisdom filled during the COVID virus season of the project. They had many good 
suggestions. One of the most important aspects of the project was the great data it 
generated. Also, the interviews were very well done by the participants in terms of the 
answers to questions and supporting copies of document. The data from the interviews 
was deep and profound. The interviews, case studies, and expert witness gave a lot of 
personal analysis and reflection which added deeply to the depth of the study. All the 
surveys were filled out by people who gave full and complete answers and very 
thoughtful responses. A lot of maturity was shown in both the depth of the answer and 
the way they completed the answers. Also, there was enough data for a good strong 
project. Further, the trainings were well attended, and the teaching was a higher level 
than ever before. They were the best that we have ever had. The zoom ministry sessions 
were well done, and the people were ministered to even though it was virtual. 

There was a lot of work to set up the paper process to work the project on zoom. 
Also, it was a lot of work to maintain organization to keep things working for all ministry 


team and participants. In terms of what could have been changed this study was a 
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wonderful success in the depth of participants and the data they gave. The project was 
mature. However, it would have been wonderful to have data from weaker and newer 
seekers of the Lord also. It would have been more accurate to the normal attendees of the 
Healing Rooms. Where do I go from here? I believe my years at the seminary have 
prepared me for the work amount both in the denominational church and the non- 
denominational church in the area of renewal and transformation. I desire to work with 
churches both on the cutting edge in the Spirit and those just beginning to move in the 
supernatural. I feel the seminary has trained me for teaching, writing, publishing, and 
research. All of which I plan to use for renewal in the body of Christ. 

With the renewal as the focus of my ministry, I believe I will carry the seminary 
and all I have learned throughout my life and ministry. I believe doors will open with 
community leaders as well as international leaders for renewal and I will have a place in 


it. 
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CASE STUDY INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 


INTRODUCTION SELF 
A) INTRODUCING SELF: 


B) GIVE YOUR PLACE OF WORSHIP AND POSITIONS Of 
WORSHIP AND POSITIONS OF LEADERSHIP OR 
INVOLVEMENT WITH YOOR CHURCH? 
C) NUMBER OF YEARS YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED AND 
WALKING WITH CHRIST. 
EARLY LIFE 
D) TELL US ABOUT YOUR EARLY CHILDHOOD? 
E) EXPLAIN YOUR PARENTS’ RELATIONSHIP TO GOD? 
F) WHAT WAS YOUR (YOUNG) CHILDHOOD RELATIONSIP TO CHRIST 
LIKE? (PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY) 


G) ARE THEIR ANY IMPORTANT MEMORIES ABOUT CHURCH AND/OR 
GOD? 

H) DID YOU UNDERSTAND CHRIST AS SAVIOR? HOW DID YOU SEE 
CHRIST? 


I) TELL ME ABOUT YOUR LIFE AS A TEENAGER? 

J) DID YOU BELIEVE IN GOD? WAS HE YOUR FATHER? 

K) IF YES, WERE YOU A CHRISTIAN DURING YOUR TEENAGE YEARS 
DID YOU APPLY ANY BIBLICAL CONCEPT IN LIFE OR ACTIONS? 

L) WHAT WERE THE YEARS OF TRANSITION FROM YOUTH TO 
ADULT LIKE? WHO WERE YOU? 

M) EXPLAIN WHO YOU WERE AS AN ADULT? COMPARE SPIRITUAL 
LIFE/NATURAL LIFE? 

N) WHEN DID YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD BEGIN AS A CHRISTIAN 
IN A SERIOUS WAY? 

O) WHEN DID YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD BEGIN AS A CHRISTIAN 
IN A SERIOUS WAY? (FROM THIS POINT ON ALL QUESTIONS 
RELATE TO THE PARTICIPANT RELATIONSHIP TO HEALING 
ROOMS 

P) WE HAVE BEEN TALKING ABOUT A MIND, INNER MAN (MORAL 
AGENT), AND HEART (SERVICE) BEING TRANSFORMED THROUGH 
THE BIBLE AND PRAYER. HAVE YOU EXPERIENCE A 
TRANSFORMATION IN EACH OF THESE? 

Q) WHAT KIND OF THINKER ARE YOU? ARE YOUR THOUGHTS NOW 
MORE IN LINE WITH A PERCEIVABLE CHRIST LIKENESS THAN 
THEY WERE BEFORE YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE HEALING 
ROOMS? 
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R) HAVE YOUR IDEOLOGIES OR BELIEFS CHANGED (CONSERVATIVE 
RIGHT, RIGHT TO LIFE)? INRELATION TO PRAYER AND BIBLE 
STUDY. 

S) WOULD YOU CONSIDER YOURSELF TO HAVE CHANGED 
MORALLY FROM YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO BIBLE AND PRAYER? 
DO YOU HAVE A DIFFERENT MORAL STANDARD? 

T) HAVE ANY OR MANY HABITS BEEB CHANGED TO MORE CHRIST 
LIKE STANDARD OF STYLE? 

DID THE BIBLE AND PRAYER HELP IN THAT CHANGE? 

U) HAVE YOU HAD A HEART TRANSFORMATION? FOR EXAMPLE, 
WHEN IT WAS ANGER NOW IS IT FORGIVENESS AND LOVE? 

V) WHAT FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT MADE THE GREATEST QUALITY OF 
LIFE CHANGE FOR YOU AS A NEW CREATURE? 


W) WHAT DO YOU FEEL ABOUT ACTS OF SERVICE? DO YOU FEEL 
THE NEED TO BLESS AND OTHERS? 

X) WOULD YOU SAY GIVING AND SERVING HAS BECOME A 
LIFESTYLE? 

Y) WHO ARE YOU TODAY AS A CHRIST LIKE PERSON? 

Z) OVER YOUR LIFE WHAT HAS THE WORD DONE AT 
TRANSFORMATIVE MOMENTS IN YOUR LIFE? HOW ABOUT IN 
YOUR DAILEY LIFE? DO YOU HAVE A LIFE VERSE? 

AA) WHAT PASSAGE IN THE BIBLE DO YOU INDENTIFY WITH AS 
YOU AT THIS POINT IN YOUR LIFE? 

CASE STUDY FOR CHILD 


a. INTRODUCTION WHAT IS YOUR NAME? WHAT IS YOUR AGE 
AND GRADE? 

b. HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT GOD AS A LITTLE CHILD (4-5)? 

c. HOW DID YOU FEEL ABOUT GOD WHEN YOU WERE IN 5! AND 
Gr. 

d. DID YOU BELIEVE IN PRAYER? DID YOU PRAY FOR YOURSELF 
WHEN YOU NEEDED HEALING? 

e. DID YOUR READ THE BIBLE? WHAT WAS YOUR FAVORITY 
BIBLE CHARATER? 

f. PLEASE TELL ME THE STORY OF YOUR RECENT HEALING? 

g. WHAT DID YOU LEARN? 

h. DID THE BIBLE STORIES HELP YOU BELIEVE GOD COULD 
HEAL YOU? 

i. WHAT WOULD YOU SUGGEST FOR OTHERS TO DO TO GET 
HEALING? 


APPENDIX B 
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Interview Questions for Expert Witness- 


Introduction 
My name is Laurie Williams. I am conducting research for United Theological 
Seminary’s Doctor of Ministry Program Project. 
The research is based on the Hypothesis: If a person will participate in the Kzoo Prayer 
Center Healing Room of West Michigan as a prayer ministry, prayee, or training attendee 
then he or she will experience spiritual transformation which is visible through a changed 
mind, heart, and moral agency. The Kzoo Prayer Center programs consists of private 
healing prayer ministry sessions, prayer team opportunities, and two 8-hour teaching 
sessions. This project is meant to examine the efficacy of the Kzoo Prayer Center Healing 
Rooms as a tool for Christian renewal. 
The three areas definitions: 
1) The Mind- This includes thoughts, ideologies, philosophies, identities. 
2) Inner man- This includes righteousness, moral agency, habit changes, lifestyle 
changes. 
3) Heart- This includes heart issue such as loving and giving. It is measured by acts 
of service, servant hood and giving. 
Interview Questions 
A. Could you introduce yourself, your Ministry, and place you hold in the 
community? 
e What would you say is your level of influence in the community? 
B) To be being with when and how did you become a Christian? 
e What is your relationship to the Word of God and how has it help 
shape you over the years? 
C) Do you have any Miracle Testimonials based on the word of God being Active in 
your life? 
D) How has God prepared you through the use of the Word for the Role you play today 
as a leader in Ministry? 
E) Are there particular Character Transformations within yourself that are fruit of your 
Walk in the Word? 
e Has the Word given you strength, courage, and guidance? 
F) Were would you place the Word in importance in your relationship with God and the 
person you are today? 
G) What is the Name of Your ministry and what is thrust (focus) of the Ministry? 
e How do you see Transformation of mind, Inner man —(character), 
and heart (servanthood). 
e Could you talk about each one? 


H) What are some personal stories of people influenced or transformed through 
involvement I your Ministry? 
I) What is the most important aspect that you have witnessed of the Power of the Word 
of God for transformation? 

e How does that work in your ministry? 


225 
J) What roles does the Word play in any formal service in you Ministry? 
K) What is the most lasting effect on yourself of the Word? 
e The community? 
e And your church? 


APPENDIX C 
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PRE-TEST SURVEY FOR MONDAY NIGHT PRAYER 


1) Do you have encounters with God regularly through prayer and Bible study? How 
do you regularly pray and study the Bible? Describe your encounters with God in 
these times. 

2) Why have you come? 


Healing (physical, emotional, spiritual) 

For Family 

For Friends 

Personal Circumstances (financial, relationships, housing, CT) 


3) What are you expecting? 
4) What is your view of supernatural encounter with God through bible-based 
prayer? 


POST TEST SURVEY FOR MONDAY NIGHT PRAYER 

1) Do you feel you had an encounter or touch from the Lord during the 
Prayer Session? 

2) Did you feel a response from the Lord? Verbal or nonverbal? Which of the 
following apply to encounter with the Lord? 

Voice of the Lord 

Impression from Lord 

Scripture Reading from the Lord 
Sense of Joy____ 

Sense of Peace_ 

Sense of love 

Vision. 

Other give description: 

3) Do you feel your prayers were answered? How was your request 
answered? 

4) Do you believe the Healing Rooms prayer session is practicing scripture 
correctly? Do you believe there is a correlation between the Bible and 
prayer? 

5) Was any Scripture or Scriptural concepts used in prayer during you pray 
session? 


PHONE INTERVEIW 

1) How have you been since your time/times of prayer at the Healing Rooms? 

2) Was your request in prayer answered? Was it answered immediately, overtime, or 
still in progress? If yes was the use of Scripture, biblical language, and concepts 
effective in the receiving the answer to prayer 

3) Could you explain your encounter with Jesus in the Healing Rooms and how it 
impacted you? 
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4) What are the lasting effects on your life from that encounter? Has it changed your 
relationship with God? Have you noticed changes in a) your mind, b) your inner 
man (righteousness, moral rectitude, c) your heart (servant- generosity)? 

5) Did you feel the time/ times at the Healing Rooms was scripturally correct? or 
spiritually right 

EXPERT WITNESS SURVEY 


1) Have you found transformation of the mind, soul, and heart of a man in Christ 
greatly enhanced by the studying and praying in the Word? How? 
2) Have you seen the Word of God impact the community through your Ministry? 


How? 


3) How has the Word brought clarity and guidance to your leadership in your 
ministry? And leadership in the community? 

4) How have scripture and scriptural concepts used in ministry brought change to the 
community? Is it a lasting change? 

5) Is the Body of Christ in Kalamazoo unified or divided by scripture and scriptural 
concepts in ministry? Do they support scriptural ministry to bring transformation 
to individuals as well as impact the community? 

POST TEST SURVEY FOR HEALING PRAYER TRAINIG 


1) 
2) 


3) 


4) 
5) 


6) 


Has this training weekend changed you about the Healing Power of God? 
How about the Miraculous in general? 

What was the Most Memorable teaching and how did impact you? How 
did it change your thinking process? 

Has the Healing Prayer Training Weekend brought change to your belief 
in healing? Do you now belief he heals some of the time, All the time, 
none of the time. 

What was the Most important scripture or scriptural concepts to you in the 
Training? Did you already believe that or was it new? 

Do you feel that this time in the study of the Word of God will impact 
your relationship with God in a lasting way? 

Do you feel that you will be able to be used by the Lord to lay hands on 
the sick and they would recover? Do you feel the this apart of our 
servanthood in Christ? 


PHONE INTERVIEWS FOR HEALING PRAYER TRAINING 


1) 
2) 


3) 


4) 


Have you noticed any changes since the Healing Prayer Training 
weekend? Bible reading? Prayer life (more power)? Spirit life in general? 
If yes to above, do you think the time spent studying Healing in the Bible 
at the Healing Prayer Training weekend led to the change? 

Do you feel the Holy Spirit was confirming or witnessing to you the truth 
of the teachings at Healing Prayer Training Weekend? If not, what did you 
feel? If yes, how was it confirmed? 

Do you feel like you are able to lay hands on the sick and receive answers 
of healing to your prayers? 
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5) How you rate the Healing Prayer Training weekend as a life transformer? 
Weak __ 
Some help ___ 
Helpful___ 
Great help 


OBSERVATION SHEET FOR MONDAY NIGHT PRAYER 
1) LISTENING — DESCRIBTION OF WHAT THE PRAYER TEAM IS 
HEARING SPECIALLY- BIBLICAL LANGUAGE AND 
CONCEPTS USED IN PRAYER? 
2) SCRIPTURE — ANY SCRIPTURE VERSES USED IN PRAYER OR 
SCREPTURAL PRAYERS (LIKE PARNTAL BLESSING) 
3) NON-VERBAL- SIGNALS FROM THE PARTISPANTS THAT 
ARE NON-VERBAL: 
i. Body language 
ii. Crossed arms/closed ______ 
iii. Eye contact// up eyes 
iv. Lack of eye contact 
v. Type of walk 
vi. Shaking 
vii. Demonic manifestations 
viii. Slaying in the Spirit 
ix. Non-verbal- 
x. Crying 
x1. Laughter 
xii. Hot Anointing 
xiii. Cold Anointing 
xiv. Feeling of love, peace 
xv. Slaying in the Spirit__ 
xvi. Sighing, moaning 
4) DID THEY RECEIVE// NOT RECEIVE 
Yes 
No 
Explain-(short answer) 
5) BIBLICAL SPECTURM OF USE OF SCRIPTURE 
Speaking the word (positive confessions) 
Declarations (declaring scriptures prophetically) 
Blessing 
Deliverance 
Warfare 
Healing physical 
Healing emotional = 
Generational curses and blessing 
Anointing with oil 
Praying scriptural concepts and verses over beloved 
6) Beloved’s Testimony to prayer ambassadors: (short answer) 
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PRE- SURVEY FOR HEALING PRAYER TRAINING 


1) What is your reason for being at the Healing Prayer Training? 

2) What is your church/denomination’s theology for healing? 

3) What is your personal theology/thoughts of healing? 

4) Please explain your thoughts about healings you have witnessed. Does 

God Heal through prayer? 

5) Do you feel able to pray for someone to be healed? What role does the 

Bible play? 

6) Have you prayed for others for healing and what was the result? 

7) What are your expectations for the day? Do you believe that your 
mind, and moral character could be transformed through time in the 
Word this Weekend? Explain 


PRE- SURVEY FOR RELEASING FREEDOM TRAINING 


a. What is your reason for being at the Releasing Freedom Training? 


b. 


1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 
5) 


6) 


What is your church/denomination’s theology for healing of demonic 
oppression? 

What is your personal theology/ thoughts mental and emotional and God’s 
healing power? 

Please explain your thoughts about demons, demonic oppression, warfare? 
Does God heal through prayer? 

Do you feel equipped to pray for someone to be healed from demonic 
oppression, mental, scaring memories emotions? 

Have you prayed for others for healing and what was the result? 

What are your expectations for the day? Do you believe that your heart, 
mind, and moral character could transformation time in the Word this 
weekend? Explain. 


POST-SURVEY FOR RELEASING PRAYER TRAINING 


Has this training changed you about the healing power of God in restoring 
the mind, emotions, and memories? How about the miraculous in general? 
What was the most memorable teaching and how did it impact you? How 
did it change your thinking process? 

Has the Releasing Freedom Training brought change to your belief in 
healing/ restoration of inner man? 

Do you now believe He heals/restoration of inner man? 

What was the most important Scripture or scriptural concepts to you in the 
training? Did you already believe that or was it new? 

Do you feel that this time in the word of God will impact your 
relationship with God in a lasting way? 


7) 


8) 


9) 
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Do you feel that you will be able to be used by the Lord or release 
freedom and bring restoration to the inner man? 

Do you feel that you were spiritually transformed through any of these 
times of ministry at the Releasing Freedom Training? Which one? Check 
all that apply? (teaching, corporate deliverance, deliverance group prayer 
session 

Do you feel any of the following areas transformed or changed during the 
training? Check all that apply (heart, mind, moral agency). 


APPENDIX D 
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2a 
IMPLIED CONSENT 


You are invited to participate in a ministry project about the Bible, prayer, and change is 
being conducted by Elder. Laurie Williams of United Theological Seminary (UTS) under 
the supervision of Dr. Bob Sawvelle. Laurie Williams is a doctoral candidate at UTS as a 
Randy Clark Scholar. You may contact her at Prayer@ KzooPrayer.org or 269-327-6761. 
Dr. Sawvelle is a mentor in the Doctor of Ministry program and may be reached at 
Bob.sawvll @uts.edu or bob @ passiontucson.org. 


Purpose of Research 

The project will seek to identify change in attitudes, beliefs, and habits as a result of 
prayer sessions as well as healing prayer training. Data will be collected through pre-post 
surveys, prayer team notes, phone interviews as needed, and possible case study 
interviews and documentation. 


Importance of Research 

This research will document the power of prayer and the Bible in the transformation of 
the Christian person. Attitudes of Christians today are being shaped more than ever by 
the society rather than the Bible. Many question if supernatural healing is for today. This 
research will enhance understanding resulting in greater confidence and trust in the Bible. 
Further, this research clarifies the use of the Healing Room as a tool for renewal in 
believers’ lives. 


Eligibility 

People who participate in Monday Healing Prayer ministry, Healing Prayer Training 
and/or Prayer Team Membership may volunteer to be a part of the ministry project by 
completing a survey and/or an interview. 


Risks 

Not consulting with a doctor for new orders after being healed. Any harm, such as falling 
under the Holy Spirit or spiritual attacks. There may not be healing and this may be 
upsetting. Biblical truth from God may be worrisome (offensive). 


Benefits 

Your participation in this project could result in healing — mind, body, and/or spirit. You 
may experience a release of burdens, as a sense of hope, the presence of the Holy Spirit, 
the power of the Holy Spirit. However, we cannot guarantee healing as there are many 
factors involved in supernatural healing. You might experience a better quality of life 
through spending time in his presence with us while we pray for you. 


Voluntary Participation 
Once you have completed a survey after prayer you may choose to not participate in 


further aspects of the study such as a phone interview or case study. 


Anonymity/Confidentiality 


pie Pi 


Your name and contact information will never be written in the research document to 
protect your privacy. When taking the survey, choose a private location. Additionally, the 
team will keep your information safe and secure and retain it for future related projects. 
The researcher’s wait room feature will increase security in zoom. 


Disseminations of Results 

The result of the study will be present in a document presented to the Seminary when 
defending the project. Further, the result may be presented to churches, prayer ministries, 
seminaries, interviews, and media. 


Ethical Approval 

You may verify the ethical approval of this study, or raise any concerns you might have, 
by contacting the Human Subject Research at United Theological Seminary at 937-529- 
2201 or vjohnson @untied.edu. 


By completing and submitting the survey, interview, or documents, YOUR FREE AND 
INFORMED CONSENT IS IMPLIED and indicates that you understand the above 
conditions of participation in this study and that you have had the opportunity to have 
your questions answered by the researcher. Please sign and return this form to 

Prayer @ KzooPrayer.org and retain a copy of this letter for yourself. Also, ask any other 
questions by emailing Prayer@ KzooPrayer.org. 


Signature Date 


Print your name 

Please send me a summary copy of the final research project. 
[] Yes 

[J] No 
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